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WWB – part 3. 
 
The nature of God 
 
We believe there is only one true God who is the eternal King, 
Creator and Redeemer of all that is. He has revealed Himself to be 
eternally self-existent – one being in three persons: God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He is the almighty Creator, 
Savior and Judge, who sustains and governs all things according to 
His sovereign will for His own glory. He is perfectly holy, just, loving 
and truthful. 
 
The knowledge of God is ultimately the sum of all doctrine, there is no 
meaning, no sense, no purpose at all in studying doctrine if it does 
start and lead to a deeper, richer more intimate knowledge of who 
God is. 
 
Lets start with this: 
 
 
Genesis 1:1   
 
1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 
We must start with the question of the very existence of God. 
 
As we mentioned last week, the bible does not argue the existence of 
God – it accepts it and states it emphatically. 
Having a head full of information does not lead to a knowledge of 
God. It leads you to a head full of information. 
 
In all of this as an exercise, it should push you to greater intimacy, not 
great arguments. 
 
I wan to introduce a concept here at the outset of tonight. 
 
The incomprehensibility of God. 
 
It means that God can not ultimately be comprehended or understood 
by human beings. 
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It is not possible for us to grasp him.. 
 
We can read about Him, study Him, argue about who He is and what 
he is like but when it all comes down to it, we can not full comprehend 
who He really is. 
 
 

Romans 11:33  
33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable 
his ways! 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9  
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
God in His eternal and absolute being is incomprehensible.. 
 
So having said that….he is incomprehensible, but thank God He is 
knowable. 
 
To comprehend means to grasp the meaning or nature of something. 
We will never fully have that when it comes to the things of God 
The knowledge that we will ever have of God and of His dealing with 
mankind will only ever be partial. 
 

� It will be real. It will be experimental (based on limited 
experience and ideas) 

� It will be pleasing to God and beneficial to us.  
� But it will not ever be comprehensive. 

 
And this is where we get into some trouble now days. 
 
Why God why? Why did you do this? Why did this happen? 
Why is my life like this? Why ? Why? Why? 
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There are something’s, sometime, in the here or how, or in the 
immediate situation that we face that we shall never fully know the 
reason for. 
 
As Christian we believe that unless God takes the initiative and 
reveals Himself to man, man will stumble on in the darkness of his 
insufficient reason. Man's wisdom is foolishness when it comes to 
knowing God. 
 

Ephesians 4:17-18   
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 
18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their 
hardness of heart. 

 
We must rely, on the Bible's description of God.  
 
The Bible gives us four basic definitions or descriptions of God in His 
own eternal and essential nature and being. 
 
But the first thing we have to get our head around is the fact that God 
is not created. 
 
IV. THE Attributes OF GOD 
Attributes are the characteristics or qualities belonging to a person. 
Thus when we speak of the attributes of God we mean those 
characteristics or qualities that belong to God as God, that make God 
who and what 
He is. The attributes of God fall into two main groupings: essential 
and moral. 
 
A. Essential Attributes 
Essential attributes are those attributes or qualities which essentially 
belong to God, apart from any  relationship to His creatures. They are 
characteristics of God which make God who He is. These essential 
attributes can never become attributes of man, because man would 
then become God. These attributes are also spoken of as being the 
non-moral or incommunicable in uii i cable attributes of God. 
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1. God is not created. 
For something to be created, it needs a creator, which would mean 
that God would need a God. 
 
The Mormons believe this. They believe that if you are good, you get 
to have you own planet and a lot of wives. 
 
The atheist Bertrand Russell wrote in his book "Why I am Not a 
Christian" that if it is true that all things need a cause then God must 
also need a cause.  
 
He concluded from this that if God needed a cause then God was not 
God (and if God is not God then of course there is no God).  
This was basically a slightly more sophisticated form of the childlike 
question, "Who made God?" Even a child knows that things do not 
come from nothing, so if God is a "something" then He must have a 
cause as well, right?   
 
The question is tricky because it sneaks in the false assumption that 
God came from somewhere and then asks where that might be.  
 
God is not in the category of things that are created, or come into 
existence, or are caused.  
 
God is uncaused and uncreated - He simply exists.   
 
How do we know this? Well, we know that from nothing, nothing 
comes.  
 
So if there was ever a time when there was absolutely nothing in 
existence then nothing would have ever come to exist. But things do 
exist. Therefore, since there could never have been absolutely 
nothing, something had to have always been existing. That ever-
existing thing is what we call God. 
 
God exists in and of Himself.  
He is the reason for His own existence As the self-existence one..  
He  does not owe His existence to any other, neither does He depend 
on any other to sustain it.  
He is the I AM, the self-sufficient one.  
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God is the source of all life and His life is underived and 
inexhaustible.  
 
Because of this quality of God's being He is absolutely independent 
of all outside of Himself.  
 
Exodus 3:14 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. 
Isaiah 41:4 
 
4 Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the 
beginning? I, the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he. 
 
2. God is Eternal 
 
Eternal signifies having no beginning or end. 
Eternity of being is an attribute of God. 
God is tile Everlasting One.  
He has always been and will  always be.  
There never was a time  when God was not.  
 
Psalm 90:3 says "From everlasting to everlasting you are God."  
 
God exists from eternity to eternity. He is not limited to or by time. He 
is timeless. Time past, present and future are comprehended in God 
who is the eternal I AM. 
 
Various Biblical expressions are used of God which declare that He is 
eternal. 
 
Eternity of being can never be ascribed to man as it is only an 
essential attribute of God. Again the Mormons preach a different 
gospel. 
 
3. God is Immutable 
 
Immutable means : not changing 
 
When we speak of God's immutability, we mean that God is 
unchanged, and unchangeable as to His character and being.  
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The laws of God's being are eternal and unchanging. In His mode of 
being as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God is unchanged and 
unchangeable.  
 
In His essential and moral attributes, God is unchangeable. In all of 
the perfections of His character, God can never change. This is 
immutability.  
 
God’s existence does not change. 
 
He is eternal 
He is indestructible 
He can never cease to be. 
 

James 1:17  
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change 

 
God’s character does not change. 
 
In the course of human life, things happen. Circumstances arise, be 
they good or bad and this effects a chance on people – that does not 
happen to God. 
 
In fact man must change. As God gets hold of a woman or a man and 
challenges them with who they are and how they live – we must 
changed to be more like Him. 
 
But, God is and shall always be. 
 
Bad things happen to good people and good people become irritable 
and crotchety. 
 
This does not happen to God. 
 
He has the same standard today as He always has had. 
He will not change, move, be moved, repent, recant or readjust to fit 
social norms. 
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God’s truth does not change. 
 
You have heard me say it often, that we have a generation that are 
partial in there obedience to God and in turn hope that God will be 
partial in His judgment. 
 
This is not the case. 
 
Is 40:8 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 
 
God’s ways do not change. 
 
This is a great comfort to us as Christians. 
 
Because we can read of God’s dealing of mercy and justice, salvation 
and deliverance in the bible and we know that these truths and 
promises apply to us. 
 
If God’s ways changed then we would be insecure and always 
wondering how He was going to treat us and we would be insecure in 
wondering how He was going to deal with us. 
 
But the fact that He is steadfast, and unchanging means that we can 
read the stories of the bible and be greatly encouraged. 
 
God’s purpose does not change. 
 
We will never need a new mission statement as a church. 
 
We will always be up dating our vision statement, but never our 
mission statement – because God has not change what he requires 
of us. 
 
The commission of the church has not changed since the ascension 
of Christ, neither should our fundamental Mission as the church (Mark 
16 & Matt 28: & Luke 24:44-49 ) 
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� Go into all the world  
� Proclaim the gospel as witness to who Christ is and what He 

has done.  
� Perform the miraculous  
� Make disciples through teaching them all that Christ taught us.   

 
God’s Son dos not change. 
 
Hebrews 13:8  
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
4. God is Omnipotent 
 
Omnipotence: the possession of complete, unlimited or universal 
power and authority  
 
So when we say God is omnipotent we mean that God is all-powerful.  
 
Nothing is impossible with God.  
That is, nothing that would be consistent with his Holy nature, 
character and being.  
 
God has the power to do what he wills, yet His power is under the 
control of his holy and wise will. 
 
Omnipotence also involves the sovereignty of God.  
 
God has the absolute right to govern and dispose of His creatures as 
He pleases.  
 
Scriptures which speak of God's omnipotence and sovereignty. 
 
Rev 4:11 
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor 
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed 
and were created. 
 
Jeremiah 32:27   
27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard 
for me? 
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Romans 9:18   
18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens 
whomever he wills. 
 
sovereignty  means: 

� supreme authority 
� freedom from outside interference and the right to self-

government 
 
Lets just spend a little time on this whole issue of sovereignty. 
 
Sovereignty denotes that God’s dominion is total: he wills as he 
chooses and carries out all that he wills, and none can stay his hand 
or thwart His plans.  
 
5. God is Omnipresent 
 
To be omnipresent means continuously and simultaneously present 
throughout all of creation. 
 
Omnipresence means that God is all-present.  
He is unlimited by space or time.  
He is everywhere present at all times.  
He is present universally and simultaneously in all the universe, 
always. 
 
Omnipresence also involves immensity which means that God is 
present even beyond space.  
 
In His omnipresence He fills all things, but in His immensity of being, 
God is not limited to or by space.  
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Acts 7:50 
(Wey) Did not My hand form this universe.’> 
Acts 17:24 
(Wey) GOD who made the universe and everything in it--He, being 
Lord of Heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries built by men. 
Rom 11:36 
(Wey) For the universe owes its origin to Him, was created by Him, 
and has its aim and purpose in Him. To Him be the glory throughout 
the Ages! Amen. 
 
God is above and beyond space. Finite space depends upon Him for 
its existence. 
 

Psalm 139:7-10  
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit?  
Or where shall I flee from your presence?  
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!  
9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea,  
10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand 
shall hold me. 

 
6. God is Omniscient 
 
To be Omniscient means: knowing everything 
 
So when we say God is Omniscient we mean that God is all-knowing.  
 
He knows all things at all times.  
He knows all things within Himself, in the universe and in all 
creatures.  
 
Whether things be past, present or future, God knows them all 
perfectly.  
 
There is nothing that He does not know and has not known from 
eternity.  
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1 Samuel 2:3   
3 Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from 
your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him 
actions are weighed. 
 
1 John 3:20  
20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and he knows everything 

 
So how far does this extent? 
 
God's knowledge is absolute and unacquired.  
He never has to learn anything.  
Man can never tell God anything about Himself that God did not 
already know.  
 
Omniscience also involves:  

� perfect knowledge,  
� perfect understanding and  
� perfect wisdom.  

 
� Perfect knowledge is the accurate possession of all facts.  
� Perfect understanding is the full perception and interpretation of 

the facts.  
� Perfect wisdom is the proper application of the facts. 

 
Now why is this important? 
Because coupled with the understand of God as omnipotent and the 
sovereignty of God now coupled with omniscience you come to 
realize and accept that He is qualified to be the judge of all men. 
 
Omniscience makes God infallible.  
He is incapable of error or omission.  
It is impossible for God to err in judgment.  
 
Omnipresence means that He is everywhere and has seen all things 
and is aware of all actions. 
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Omnipotence means He has the means to execute and carry out 
what ever is fair and just according to His divine will and judgment. 
Lets now take a little time and think about the implications of this 
statement. 
 
So this means that expressions of God's omniscience are His: 
Foreknowledge. (Romans 8:29-30; Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:2) 
Foreseeing. (Galatians 3:8; Acts 2:31,24)  
Foretelling (prophecy). (Acts 3:18-24)  
Foreordained. (I Peter 1:19-20; 1 Corinthians 2:7; 1 Peter 1:10-12; 
11 Timothy 1:9; Jeremiah 1:4-5) 
 
God knows the hearts of all the sons of men. (Proverbs 15:11; 1 John 
3:20; Genesis 18:18-19) 
 
God knows beforehand all that men will do. 
Micah 5:2; Revelation 13:8; Acts 2:23; 3:18; 11 Timothy 2:19) 
 
Only a God who is omniscient could maintain a universe in harmony 
with itself and meet the needs of all His creatures at one and the 
same time. 
 
And in turn this brings us to the whole concept of sovereign election 
and predestination for the election of salvation. 
 
The verb elect means to “to select or choose out”.  
 
The doctrine of election simply means that God in His sovereign 
foreknowledge, because He is omniscient foresaw, before Creation  
those that He would redeem, bring to faith, justify and glorify  
 
You do not pluck doctrine like you pluck ripe fruit. 
Doctrine is not a buffet where you go along and pick and choose the 
bits you like. 
 
You do not get to pick a God of love without a God of Justice. 
 
You do not get to have a God of Judgment without having a God of 
Justice and mercy. 
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The Nature of God 
 
So now lets look at the four basic descriptions and definitions we 
have in the word of who God is in His own essential nature and 
being. 
 
A. God is Spirit 
 
 

John 4:24 
24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 

 
God is a Spirit being.  
He is immaterial and incorporeal – that is without a physical body 
 
A spirit does not have flesh and bones. (Luke 24:39).  
 
This is why God is spoken of as being invisible. (Deuteronomy 
4:15-19; Exodus 33:20; John 1:18; Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:15; 1 
Timothy 1:17; 1 1 Timothy 6:16)  
 
It is also why God forbade Israel to make any visible images or 
likeness of Himself. (Deuteronomy 4:14-20; Isaiah 40:25)  
 
God is also a personal being.  
When we speak of God as being a Spirit, this does not mean that He 
is some impersonal force or entity.  
 
He is a person with self-consciousness, self-determination, will, 
intelligence and feeling. (John 4:20-24; Genesis 1:2; 11 Corinthians 
3:17; 1 Corinthians 2:11).  
 
In His personhood He is essentially a spiritual being rather than a 
physical being. 
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B. God is Light  
 

1 John 1:5  
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

 
 
This refers to the majesty or the glory of God.  
God is light, and He dwells in unapproachable light whom no man 
hath seen, nor can see. (I 1 Timothy, 6:15-16)  
 
God does not just have light; He is light.  
Light is absolutely pure, impossible to defile.  
As light, God is eternal, immortal and invisible. 
 

1 Timothy 1:17  
17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory forever and ever 

 
 
C. God is Love  
 

1 John 4:17  
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also 
are we in this world. 

 
Love refers to the very heart of God's nature. 
 God does not just have love, He is love.  
Love involves the grace, mercy, kindness, goodness and 
benevolence of God toward all His creatures. 
 
Here is a very clever, and apparently a very subtle, argument 
that mankind thinks up in order to show how it can escape 
the judgment of God: the argument about the goodness of 
God. You see, when you establish that man condemns 
himself because he condemns the same thing in others, he 
has no answer, so he then tries to argue that he is in a special 
position in the sight of God. And when we show that this is 
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not so-that God's judgment is always according to truth - 
after a moment's thought, he comes back with yet another 
argument: What about the goodness and kindness of God? If 
God is a God of love, how could He ever punish them in the 
way we suggest through the eternal judgment of sin. 
 
 
D. God is a Consuming Fire  
 

Hebrews 12:29  
29 for our God is a consuming fire. 

 
This refers to the holiness of God's nature.  
Fire is not God, but God is a consuming fire.  
 
The most frequent symbol used of God in the Bible is that of fire.  
 
It is always significant of His holiness and absolute righteousness 
manifested in judgment against sin. 
 
You can not accept God as love without accepting God as fire. 
 
 
The following are some examples; 
The Lamp of Fire. (Genesis 15:17) 
The Burning Bush of Fire. (Exodus 3:1-6) 
The Altar of Fire. (I Kings 18:24 38) 
The Coals of Fire. (Isaiah 6:6,7) 
The Tongues of Fire. (Acts 2:1-4) 
The Lake of Fire. (Revelation 20:15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


