Victorious Christian living
This morning | would like to talk about - Having a vision for life
Turn with me in the word to:

Acts 26:19
19 OTherefore, O King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision,

Matt 16:26-27

26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?
27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person
according to what he has done.

Introduction

As Christians and in religious terms we have no problem identifying
with Christ in His sufferings, but we find it challenging to identify and
live for Christ in his victory.

There is a sense to some people that if they are not suffering for the
Lord, they are not really a Christian. It seems to me that some
Christians in a sense thrive on Martyrdom.

People read:

Philippians 1:21
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

And interpret it:

To live a miserable, sad, horrible life is gain for the cause of
Christ.

And

Hebrews 2:9

VCL#1/oct 14th .doc Page 1 of 14



9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because
of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.

They read “Take up your Cross and follow me and they daily go
looking for things that they should crucify the flesh over.

They seem to forget that Jesus suffered hell and death for only a little
while — then He walked in victory for eternity.

They are all about the seek first the kingdom of God, but get a brain
cramp when it comes to and these things shall be added unto you.

You don'’t seek to have added.

But having added is a bi-product of you seeking.

Paul knew what it was to abase, but he also new what it was to
abound. (phil 4:12)

Do you?

You can suffer for Jesus, but can you also succeed for Jesus?

We have great examples of failure in the church at large, | want to
raise up a generation of godly success.

A vision for the future.
Without a vision of the future a man will always return to his behavior

in the past.

Acts 26:19
19 OTherefore, O King Agrippa, | was notisobedient to the
heavenly vision,
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When Paul surrendered his life to Christ God had to give him a new
vision of the future.

His past was full of religious hatred.
Of prejudice and violence.

He had systematically killed many Christians and persecuted them for
there faith.

If all Paul had to daily live with was his past, | believe it would have
been a nightmare for him, driving him insane with regret and guilt.

Daily haunted by what he had done wrong, second-guessing every
decision he had ever made, every action he had taken.

As it was for Paul, so it is for us.
Our Salvation in the start of a vision for life that should propel us to
our dying days.

Where there is no vision, the people perish.
Proverbs 29:18

If you have no vision, no picture, no hope of a life going forward you
life will always go backward.

Time and time again | see people make steps toward Christ and there
future and then slip back to past attitudes, past sins and past
excuses. Without a vision a person will always return to their past.

Paul said:

Philippians 3:12

12 Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect,
but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own.

You have to be continually PRESSING on to obtain that thing which
Christ has for you.
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Mt 16:26-27 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the
glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward
each according to his works.

We all exchange our soul for something.... But what?

Something of eternal value?
Or something of temporal value?

A spirituality that saves men from hell and keeps men from vulgar sin
is wonderful, but | believe elementary.

Our relationship for Christ needs to be about the cause of the
Kingdom.

Do you have a vision for life?
Do you have a vision for God?
Do you have a vision for victorious Christian living.

Now let me start by addressing a few of the things you think | have
said — but | have not.

| said victorious Christian living — | did not say easy.
| said victorious Christian living, - | did not say trouble free.
| said victorious Christian living - | did not say pain free.

Jesus told us in the Beatitudes.

Blessed are Men, Happy are the Men
So lets look:

Happy are the unworthy.

Happy are the sad.

Happy are the meek.

Happy are the hungry.

Happy are the merciful.

Happy are the holy.

Happy are the peacemakers.

Happy are the harassed/persecuted and insulted.
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Do you understand that His inclusion of all these emotions and states
of affairs means that He knew that we would experience them?

Jesus did not tell us He would make things easy for us in order to
make us Happy; what He told us was that if we knew Him, if we
followed Him we would get a vision so large that it would take us
beyond what we felt;

That we would live a life not in denial of hardship and adversity, but
victory in spite of.

A vision of God,

A vision of what God has for our lives is a by-product of our
relationship with Him, not the reason for our relationship with Him.

Destiny is not about what you do, but about who you are becoming.
A vision for life is the by-product of a vision of Christ.
Thucydides, the ancient greek historian said:
The bravest are surely those who have the clearest vision of
what is before them, glory and danger alike, and yet

notwithstanding, go out to meet it.

Everything of any value costs you daily. Be it family, life, a house, a
destiny — you will pay for it, sometimes with your life.

Having a vision for life is not about making yourself famous, but
making God famous in all the earth.

Having a vision for life is about having a vision that reaches beyond
yourself to touch those around you and those that you will leave
behind in spite of life’s circumstances.

The God sized vision

Having God-sized vision
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No visions that are truly God given will be accomplished in a single
lifetime.

Heb 11

38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.

39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through
faith, did not receive the promise,

Abraham had a vision so large that he didn’t see it fulfilled before he
died

But he put it in the heart of his son Isaac who so inspired Jacob
that the grandson who never knew him, become the nation that
was promised to his grandfather.

Joseph had a vision so large that he didn'’t see it fulfilled before he
died

Yet on his death bed prophesied about the inheritance that was
coming, the promise that was there’s, the freedom his children’s
children would walk in.

Moses had a vision so large that he didn’t see it fulfilled before he
died

All his life he journey towards it, but died never seeing the
dream that he has so crucially been involved in obtaining on
behalf of God’s people.
Joshua had a vision so large that he didn'’t see it fulfilled before he
died

He battled all life. Carved out great chunks of the promise.
Gave it to all and died with in the boundaries of his
inheritance...and yet! His parting words where words
concerned not with the possessions that they had, but the
passion of their hearts

David had a vision so large that he didn'’t see it fulfilled before he died
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Jesus had a vision so large that he didn’t see it fulfilled before he died

For years he ran, he hid, he lied, he killed, he fought and he
prepared. And all that he had financially, all that he had
politically, all he had relationally he left for his son to do the
thing that was in his heart, building a dwelling place for God’s
presence.

He came for one purpose alone to bring salvation to the earth
and establish His church.

He died between two criminals to the sounds of taunts and
catcalls from the crowd.

Even after He transcended to glory, He left the future of the
world in the hearts of some men and women who where
huddled in a room waiting for something to happen that they
didn’t understand and couldn’t comprehend.

He had never lived to see it, but had died to achieve it.

You can tell a God sized vision and a God inspired life because it is:

N Y Y Y Y Ay O A

Multigenerational in its execution

Selfless in its focus

Daunting in its possible impact

Impossible in its fulfillment

Exciting in its prospects

Frightening in the ramification of it’s failure
Demanding in its detail

Exacting in its price

All consuming in its passion.

God glorifying & Christ exalting in all that it does.

In fact in every area of our life the vision for your marriage your family
your children your areas of dominion have the same quality.

God never called you to have a job, but to participate in having
dominion.
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All his life Paul passionately pursued the thing that God had given
into his charge.

Paul had such a vision from God and it gripped him all his days. He
was able to stand before Kings and cry — “I have not been
disobedient to this heavenly vision”. Nothing could stop me! | have
been focus and steadfast

He was able to write at the end of his life to his friends in Philippi as
we have already read, that he was still pressing towards the goal, the
vision that Jesus had given him (Php 3:14).

Beyond the obstacles.

Beyond the doubts.

Beyond the persecution.

Beyond the beating.

Beyond the near death experience.
Beyond the betrayal and disappointments.

Do you live you life like that?

Whoa is me...

My Cash partner let me down

Whoa is me | didn’t get the promotion
Whoa is me...and so it goes on.

Don’t complain get a life!

Most people spend there days wrestling with the question of what is
the meaning to life, or ‘what am | called to’.

We have made this a complex thing.

We have written seminars and programs and have gotten further and
further away from the truth.

The will of God is not a hard thing. God said ask for wisdom and it is
yours. (James 1:5)

In the next couple of weeks | will be looking at the qualities of living a
Victorious Christian Life.
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For example,

How to build a healthy Soul

Overcoming the power of negativity

Dealing with the former things (getting victory over the past)
Getting up, getting on and getting over it!

Overcoming intimidation

But before we can look at any of those we need to be able to answer
the age old question of...

What does God want of me?

What is the purpose for my life?
Why am | created and saved?

The Westminster Catechism says that the aim of all men is “to give
glory to God and enjoy Him forever.”

That’s right enjoy. Not serve. Not grovel. Not cower under the hand
of. But enjoy.

What is required of man?

A man that we know little about , a prophet called Micah, asked God
the same question about the meaning of life many years ago.

He said, “What do you what from me Lord?

What do you require?

Do you want sacrifices?

Do you want offerings?

Do you want a thousands rams or ten thousand rivers of Qil?
God do you want me to sacrifice my family, My Eldest son or
daughter?

Do you want me to kill them?

Will that make you happy?

Will this win me favor with you?

Will you forgive me for my past deeds then?”

And God answered the same then as He does now.
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8 He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the
LORD require of you but to do justice and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God?

(Micah 6:8, MKJV).

Put another way...

Olt is simple Micah, the same as | have always said.. | want you
to: do what is right, love what is right and walk with Me.O

The challenge brought to Micah on behalf of us all was a challenge of
character, not function, issues of the heart not of the hands.

Most of what is passed off now days as vision or destiny is nothing
other than illusions of grandeur. And - lllusions of grandeur are not
the same as visions of greatness.

| believe that we should aspire to do the best we can with our lives.
There is nothing wrong with having a dream and having an ego — ego
is not a dirty word.

| do not believe there is anything unbiblical or unscriptural about
success or even fame.

Jesus became famous (Matt 4:24/Mark 1:28), but it was a by-product
of doing God'’s will, not fleshly desires.

Matthew 4:24

024 Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought
to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases
and torments, and those who were demon-possessed,
epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.O

He became famous fulfilling His God given model.

And the word fame when mentioned in Matthew denotes: And people
heard rumors about who he was and what He did.
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It had nothing to do with the Bling and the Benz.

This differs so radically from the destiny and vision messages that
you hear today.

Now days we are told:

[J itis ALL about you.

1 That you matter, that you are the centre of your world, that your
destiny is important.

1 It's all about your BEST LIFE NOW. And how you can Become
a Better YOU

We are told week after that week that Jesus loves you so much He
wants to make life easy for you.

You are told that happiness, health and wealth are all you should
ever know as a Christian.

You are told to get a vision for this thing, want that thing and if you
don’t get this thing, then you lack faith or you don’t have the favor of
God. Or you need to give more money.

The challenge with this sales pitch over time is that people compare
what they hear preached on Sunday to what they live on Monday and
come to despise and distrust the Word — because what they hear and
what they live do not match.

Because that is not the life they know, nor the challenges they face,
nor the obstacles they are called to over come.

So many have been told to pursue the dream, not live victoriously,
chase down the fantasy, don’t chase down Christ

| like Stuff

| like shiny new electronic stuff

But stuff is not my passion.

Christ is!

Stuff is not my cause the kingdom is.
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What about your dream?

Is it a fantasy that is just about you or is vision for the kingdom?
It is easy to tell the difference?

The easy litmus test is:

Who benefits?
1 Self or others?

Ask yourself:

1 Who stand to make the most out of this ‘dream’?
1 Is this all about me?
1 Why wealth, my health, my needs?

1 Have | rehashed my personal need for fame and prominence
and called it the will of God or wrapped them all in a deception-
renamed ministry.

If you are the focus of your dreams and if your needs are the centre
of your prayers you are:

OSeekjlg first the kingdom of self and nothing shall be added
unto it.O

Some might say — your just being negative — your defeatest, you
have no ambition....wrong friend — my dreams are huge — in fact my
dreams are so large | can not even imagine them

1Co 2:9* But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God
has prepared for those who love Him."
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Friend.... No matter how hard we try to dream and achieve, you will
never be able to out do God in terms of what he desires for you.

Your suffering qualifies you for a miracle, according to Romans 5, it
does not disqualify you from your walk of faith.

Romans 5:3, 4

“3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance;

4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

Hebrews 11:1
“1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.”

But it starts with your totally surrender to Jesus Christ.

This applies in terms of your salvation, but also if you are a Christian.

But it is always God’s Dreams God'’s way.

end week one----------------—--
Next week we will look at:
what are the qualities of a God sized vision for life:

Most of you, | believe genuinely want to life a victorious Christian life,
you just don’t know how to.

In the next few weeks | want to look at:

Tonight | want to speak on:
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Authentic Faith

| don’t only want to teach and encourage you to pursue a vision from
God.

| want to equip you to overcome those things that are a hindrance to
living a Victorious Christian Life.

It took over 20 years to mess this up. Lets give God some time and
let the word do the work.
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