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Sanctification 
By Dr. John A. King 
 
Summary so far Really Big Concepts (RBCs) so far: 
 
What is Salvation? 
 
The word salvation is defined as "deliverance from the power and 
effects of sin."  All have sinned (Romans 3:23), but we cannot save 
ourselves from the consequence of that sin. 
 
Why? Because only a sinless person can save a sinful person.  The 
Bible tells us that Jesus Christ died for sinners (1 Timothy 1:15; 
Romans 5:6–8). 
 

1 Timothy 2:5-6 ESV For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  (6)  
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 
given at the proper time. 

 
What are we saved from? 
 
The penalty of sin – that is which is due to us as judgment cast by 
the wrath of God against the sin brought into the world by Adam. 
The power of sin – as a hold over our life – sin no longer has one 
The pollution of sin – the detrimental effects of sin on our life 
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What is justification? 
A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardons all 
our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone. 
 
What is adoption? 
A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received 
into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of 
God. 
 
What is sanctification? 
 

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? … And that is what some of you were. But you were 
washed, your were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
1 Cor. 6:9, 11 

 

Philippians 2:12-13 
 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 

 
 
Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, hereby we are renewed 
in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and 
more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. 
 
Justification has reference to my standing, to my status, to my 
position before God. 
Adoption has reference to my eternal relationship with God 
Sanctification has reference to my actual spiritual state and condition.  
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Justification is a legal term and a legal position. 
Adoption is a legal term and a relational position 
Sanctification talks of our spiritual state and condition. 
 
Now the area of living a Sanctified life is one that really touches on 
impact of Salvation over the power and pollution of sin in our life 
 
Sanctification: Is the process whereby our sin is subdued.  
 
The moment you are justified, your sanctification begins.  
 

a) Sanctification does not happen automatically.  
b) Justification is All done by God; sanctification is something we 

are responsible for. 
c) Sanctification does not happen as the result of a meeting or an 

experience. You cannot be made perfect in one experience. 
Charles Finney taught that just as our justification is instantly 
achieved so is our sanctification –this sounds grand; the 
problem is that it is wrong.  

 
Ephesians 4:25-5:1 
 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak 
the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be 
angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 
and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, 
but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so 
that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 
hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath 
and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with 
all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 
 
1Thesalonians 4:11  
That you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, 
and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you. 
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Philippians 4:7  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Acts 24:25  
Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the 
judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; 
when I have a convenient time I will call for you.” 
 
All of these things are things we must do, not things that are done for 
us by God. 
 
We are told to stop foolish talking.  
We are told to guard our hearts.  
We are told to stop stealing or fornicating. (Ephesians 4:28)  
 
These are things we are all TOLD to stop. They are issues we need 
to work out. 
 
We are all REGENERATED equally, JUSTIFIED equally and 
ADOPTED equally – however, concerning sanctification, we are not 
all sanctified equally.  
 
Justification is perfect and complete and entire in this world. 
Sanctification is not.  
 
Sanctification is process.  It is progressive.  It is something that 
grows.  Sanctification is something to which there should and indeed 
must be constant addition. Sanctification is never perfect in this life or 
in this world.  
 
There has never been and will never be a perfect Christian in this 
world. The whole concept of “Christian perfectionism” was something 
that was espoused by Wesley but never obtained by him and indeed 
will never be obtained by any man.  
 
We grow in grace and in our knowledge of the Lord.  
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Justification has reference to my standing, to my status, to my 
position before God. 
Adoption has reference to my relationship  
Sanctification has reference to my actual state and condition.  
 
Now let’s look at this for example in how it affects how we pray. We 
look at ourselves and say we are not worthy. Yet when we look at our 
Justification and our adoption we know we are accepted.  
 
If you just spend your time looking at how you are not perfect and 
how sinful you are, you will spend your whole time in introspection 
and not intercession and you will be a useless Christian.  
 
People who doubt their salvation are confusing justification and 
sanctification.  
 
Justification by works is to judge your standing with God based upon 
your actions. 
 
The question should never be am I Christian?  
You know that because you know you are justified by faith.  
 
No.  The question should be am I good Christian or a bad Christian? 
Am I growing or am I not going? Am I becoming mature or am I 
immature in my faith?  
 
SANCTIFICATION has been defined as THE CHRISTIAN GROWS 
IN GRACE 
 
Sanctification is an ongoing transformation. 
 
Regeneration is birth; sanctification is growth.  
 
In regeneration, God implants desires that were not there before: 
desire for God, for holiness, and for the hallowing and glorifying of 
God's name in this world; desire to pray, worship, love, serve, honor, 
and please God; desire to show love and bring benefit to others.  
 
In sanctification, the Holy Spirit "works in you to will and to act" 
according to God’s purpose.  What he does is prompt you to ‘work 
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out your salvation’ (i.e. express it in action) by fulfilling these new 
desires (Philippians 2:12-13).  
 
Christians become increasingly Christlike as the moral profile of 
Jesus or the "fruit of the Spirit" – is progressively formed in us (2 
Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 4:19; 5:22-25). More and more like Jesus, 
this is what sanctification does. 
 
Regeneration was a momentary monergistic act – or an act initiated 
and empower by the Holy Ghost – an act of God alone – of 
quickening the spiritually dead.  
 
Sanctification, however, is in one sense synergistic – it is an on-going 
cooperative process in which we become alive to God and freed from 
sin's dominion (Rom. 6:11, 14-18). 
 
We are required to exert ourselves in sustained obedience.  God's 
method of sanctification is neither activism (self-reliant activity) nor 
apathy (God-reliant passivity), but God-dependent effort (2 
Corinthians 7:1; Philippians 3:10-14; Hebrews 12:14).  
 
The process of sanctification: 
 

Philippians 2:12-13 (ESV) 
 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 

 
 Philippians 2:12 – 13 (NIV) 

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-- not 
only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-- 
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His 
good purpose. 

 
1. Obey  = obedience 
2. Continue = ongoing activity 
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3. Work out = a process, a journey, not a decision 
4. Fear & trembling = it is a terrible thing to miss what God 

has for you and your life 
5. Purpose = God is sovereign and we are here to serve His 

agenda 
 
 
 
 


