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The Plan/Purpose of Discipleship  
ÒFishers of MenÓ 
 
Recap 
 
 

Matthew 4:18-25  
 
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.”  

 
 
1.) “And He said to them” – the principle of discipleship 
2.) “Follow me” – The practice or the call of discipleship 
3.) “I will make you” – The process of discipleship 
4.) “Fishers of men” – The plan/purpose of discipleship 
 
 
Last week we look at how do you abide in the vine. 
 
We looked at the seven fundamentals of Christian living 
 

1. Never neglect daily pray.  
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2. Never neglect daily bible reading. 
3. Never think of church as an option.  
4. Be honest with God and yourself.  
5. Do a daily thing for Jesus. Matt 5:13-16  
6. Never believe what you feel if it contradicts the Word of 

God.  
7. Never take your Christianity from Christians. 

 
SO now we come to this phrase mean to be fishers of men? 
 
So what exactly is the purpose/plan for the disciple of Christ? 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Matthew 9:35-38  
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 
There are 3 things that God cannot do.  
 
First, He cannot lie.  
Second, He cannot sin.  
Thirdly, He cannot reap the incredible harvest of souls by himself that 
He spoke of in Matt.9:37 - "The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few.  
 
In our western society there seems to be a myth that the leader of a 
particular organization or structure is the all seeing and all knowing.  
 
Leaders have accepted this false concept and try with all their might 
to accomplish their God given aspirations alone. And to seldom the 
majority of people are comfortable with the leader bearing both 
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burden and responsibility for the establishment of something on their 
own.   
 
“Well your called to do that, that’s not my job, my calling, my gifting.” 
 
But the interesting point we sometimes overlook in this passage is 
that the greatest leader who ever lived said, "I need help. I can't do it 
by myself."  
 
That's why He said verse 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field."(NIV)  
 
“Hey guys, pray with me, we need help here.” 
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What is a laborer? 
 

Mat 9:37-38 
 (37)  Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; 
 (38)  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest." 

  
Let’s look at the elements of what Jesus was saying here: 
 
“He said to his disciples”- the learners or pupils, students, those 
“being perfected for the work of the ministry”.  Those that had taken 
him as teacher. 
 
“The harvest” 
 
It is interesting to note that ancient Jews called their students 
“reapers” and their works of instruction “the harvest”. The gathering in 
of people into the Kingdom of God. 
 
“Is plentiful”- much, many and large, bountiful, with no end to it. 
 
“Laborers are few”- the workers are not enough to complete the 
work.  
 
Laborer- a workman or the one who does the work.  
 
A laborer is not one who is necessarily skilled in the field where they 
are working, but learning the skill as they work alongside someone 
who did. 
 
Jesus immediately after saying He couldn't do it alone and needed 
help said, "pray the Lord would send laborers 
 
As their leader Jesus had vision. He saw the potential of a populated 
heaven and this inspired Him to communicate the vision and 
empower others to work and even fail at what He told them to do.  
 
A compassionate and passionate Jesus was placing before the 
disciples an opportunity to join Him in partnership with His divine 
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purpose – the reconciliation of man with God. I believe there is a 
sense of desire and passion in the voice of Christ. 
 

- desire to see all serve 
- passion to get the job done 
 

We need these elements. 
 
The principal of multiplication 
 

Ac 2:47 * praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added  to the ch urch daily those who were being saved.  
 
Ac 9:31 * Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the 
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multipl ied . 

 
There are two ways that things can grow, they can be added or they 
can be multiplied. 
 
The church went through a stage of having souls added to them, and 
then they went into a stage of divine multiplication 
 
ILLUSTRATION 
 
There was a man and he asked to work on a farm for 30 days.  
 
The farmer said "I will pay you $10,000 or I will pay you a penny the 
first day 2 penny's the second day 4 penny's the 3rd day 8 penny's the 
4th day".  
 
"I will double or compound the next days wages the same way for 30 
days".  
 
"Which wages will you accept"?  
 
The man thought a moment and said  "$10,000 equals $300 per day 
why would I want to work for a penny"? "My time is more valuable 
than that" and he was a little insulted by the farmer's unusual request.  
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At the end of the 30 days the man gladly accepted his wages and told 
the farmer what a fool he was because he would have done the same 
work for only $2,000.  
 
The farmer then showed him that he was the fool because had he 
multiplied the pennies after 30 days he would have made $5.2 
million . 
 
Do you remember God's first command to Adam?  
 
How about Noah and His sons after the flood?  
 
"Be fruitful and multiply".   
 
As a church we need to go from addition to multiplication. Why?  
Because the need demands it of us. 
 
How many people does it take to change the world for 
generations to come?  
 
Yet those 11 have been dead for 2000 years.  
 
What did they do that has had such a tremendous impact on us even 
today?  
 
They in turn did what they learned from Jesus and that was to raise 
up others or reproduce themselves.  
 
Why is the western church struggling?  
Why is only 4% of the population in church today when only 40 years 
ago (a generation) 46% of the population was in church on Sunday 
and a generation before that 64%. 
 
 
Why do cultures die off?  
Why do businesses close or sell out after many good profitable 
years?  
The scary question many Christian leaders will one day answer is 
why did your church or ministry last through only one generation?  
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The lack of multiplication. 
 
True fruitfulness is multiplication.  
 
The future growth of this church is not dependant upon, MY gift, MY 
anointing, MY hard word, MY passion… 
 
But upon OUR gifts, OUR anointing, OUR hard work, OUR passion. 
 
I have done all that I am required to do in a sense – build a platform 
from which you can successfully and fruitfully operate. 
 
In a way I feel I have used my gift to give US the tools we need to 
succeed. 
 
When we came together and started this church – we said to each 
other, lets build the kind of church we would like to attend. 
 
And the aim and the drive and the goal  for that has never changed 
 
It is time for our church to go from adding people to the kingdom, to 
multiplying. 
 
Multiple people 
Multiple families 
Multiple opportunities 
 
True success is not measured in terms of what you have or have not 
done with your life, true success is what you have or have done 
compared to what you could have or should have done.  
 
When we stand before Christ in the end of days, the criteria for 
judgment that He will use for us is the same one, that He used for His 
disciples. 
 
It will be a judgment based upon their contribution to the 
advancement and propagation of the gospel of Christ.
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So what is the plan/purpose of discipleship?  
 

Luke 4:18-19 
 (18)  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
 (19)  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

  
The Spirit of the S overeign LORD is on me, because the LORD 
has anointed me toÉ  
 
 
1.) Preach good news to the poor.  
 
Announce the good news of salvation 
This is not a job for pulpit pendants, by for laborers 
Everyone who has ever been touched by the gospel, should be a 
participator in sharing it. 
 
2.) To proclaim freedom for the captives.  
 
To utter a loud sound of freedom to the ones the enemy has carried 
off into deception. 
 
3.) Recovering the sight of the blind.  
 
Do you remember what it was the like the first time you became 
aware that Christ loved you and gave himself for you? 
 
When you realized that God loved you? 
 
When all the wonderings of your soul finally made sense? 
 
4.) To set at liberty those who are oppressed  
 
Oppressed by fear 
Oppressed by lifestyle choices 
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Oppressed by the sense of abandonment because they have no 
relationship with God – they are disconnected from their savior and 
creator 
 
5.) Set at liberty those who are oppressed.  
 
To be moved to pity and have compassion on those who have had 
calamity in their life.  
 
Anointing + compassion = miracles 
 
We either have no anointing or no compassion, that is why we do not 
see the miracles 
 
6.) Proclaim a year of the Lord’s Favor 
 
I think of the masses of people who drudge through life. 
 
Within the church and outside of the church 
 
With no understanding of the freedom that Christ has purchased for 
them. 
 
So much bondage, so much religious performance and superstitions. 
 
Think of your own life, the bondage that you experienced after years 
of being in church, the fear, the performance anxiety. 
 
Think of what it was like without Christ, concerned for every word, 
every step, every move. 
 
The condemnation of friends and family. 
 
Seven reasons there are never enough laborers. 
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1.) We are in a spiritual battle.  
 
The enemy concentrates his efforts on making us dull and blind to 
see the need around us. So were does he concentrate his efforts? 
“When fishermen don’t fish, they fight”. Max Lucado. He turns us 
against one another. 
 
2.) The nature of being a laborer.  
 
We would rather be a supervisor or director.  
 
We feel it is degrading and less than the best, but Jesus himself was 
a laborer. "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; 
the night is coming when no one can work. John 9:4 
 
3.) Short-sightedness and self consumption 
 
We do not “open our eyes”. We fail to “perceive what is going on 
around us”. Though we see the cost, we fail to see the rewards.  
 
Some always see their needs first and fail to see the needs of others 
around them. 
 
4) We don’t have an eternal world view. 
 
We don’t understand that this life is the for runner for what will come 
 
We are consumed with our need and our greed we have lost site of 
hell and the lost 
 
5.) Prayerlessness ÒPray the Lord of the harvestÉÓ   
 
How much time do we spend praying for laborers? 
Do we pray for our opportunities? 
Do you pray for others as laborers or for yourself to become a 
laborer? 
 
6.) We forget that the job of those that equip us, is to equip us 
not do the work for us. 
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Did Paul preach? Yes 
Did he lead people to Christ? Yes 
 
But his major job was to identify, train and release others – that was 
his major job. 
 
The roman catholic church created a division between the pulpit and 
the pew – no division has ever existed in scripture. 
 
7.) People don’t have a passion  for the lost 
 
I am not passionate about Christ because of my vocation, but my 
salvation. 
 
Friend – if you are not passionate, excited and sharing you faith then 
you either don’t really know what you have been saved from or you 
don’t know if you really are saved. 
 
Anyone who understands that they have been saved from the horrors 
of an eternity separated from God will do all that they ca, everywhere 
that they can to ensure that everyone they meet will have the same 
revelation and opportunity that they have. 
 
You can never have too many laborers for evangelism. 
 

“Why should anyone hear the gospel twice  
until everyone has heard it once”. Oswald Smith  
 
“Any church that is not involved in evangelism and world 
missions forfeits its right to biblically exist”. David Shibley.  

 
There is probably not a person in Texas who has not heard of Jesus, 
but there is a whole bunch who have never heard the gospel. 
 
The blinded by fear, trapped by religion, made crippled by past 
church experience, poor and broken in spirit and here we sit with all 
that God has given us and we need to be shouting it from the roof 
tops. 


