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A place to belong part #1  
 

Matt16:18 
 
1 Cor. 13:13 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love. 

 
A Church is… 
A Christ-centered fellowship that meets regularly with a focus 
on discipleship and outreach to the community within which 
God has placed them. 
 

A Vibrant Church beingÉ 
One that is seeing both numerical and spiritual growth.  The 
numbers of people in the church are increasing yearly through 
evangelism and the members are maturing measurably in 
thought and deed as determined by the elders of the 
congregation. 
 
The Role of the Church is to build a community of faith, hope and 
love centered around the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
We, the church of the living God have a responsibility to build a 
community of faith hope and love for all the world to see. 
 
 
 
The Tale of Two Kingdom’s 
 
Colossians 1:13  
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves,  
 
Genesis 2:9  
And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the  ground --trees 
that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the 
garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.  
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There were two trees in the Garden of Eden 
 
There are two ways to look at all things. 
There are two ways to live. 
 
There are two kingdoms – always has been always will be 
 
There is the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light. 
There is the kingdom of the negative and the kingdom of the positive 
There is the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. 
 
 
We can look at one from the basis of knowledge or from the basis of 
life. 
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Satan God 

Darkness Light 

Tree of Good & evil Tree of life 

Lust Love 

Fear Faith 

Disease Healing 

Poverty Prosperity 

Inferiority Worthiness 

Mystical Supernatural 

Remind you of your 

past 

Prophecy your future 

Take your life Give you life  
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There are two trees in the garden:  

One was God’s plan and by God’s direction, it was the Tree of 
Life. 
 
One was man’s desire and man’s decision, it was the Tree of 
the Knowledge of Good and Evil 

 
Mankind’s decision to eat of the Tree of Good and Evil was more than 
just a choice of their “free will”,  
 
It was a decision that showed that we will always have a choice about 
how we choose to view the world and to what authority do we choose 
to submit ourselves to. 
 
The original word ‘image’ holds a sense of developing into a full 
likeness of. Growing into the exact image of God. Like a child grows 
into the image of there parents. That is why the lie of Satan was so 
tempting. Satan, then as he does now, promised what he could not 
deliver to get what he has no right to – your life. 
 

�  All sin is unreasonable, illogical, and irrational. 
 

�  Sin always promises to serve and please, but in reality it 
always enslaves and dominates. 

 
The promise of our creation was that we, over time, like a child 
resembles a parent, would become like, we would grow into the 
image of, God. We would supernaturally walk with Him over an 
eternity, participating in divine life. That out of divine relationship we 
would walk with God for all eternity 
 
Genesis 3 tells us that Satan came to Adam and Eve with Cunning 
and Crafty Counsel. He said that if eat of this then they would acquire 
the same knowledge of God. They would learn, percive, understand, 
just like God. 
 
God wanted man’s heart. 
 
Satan messed with mankind’s head. 
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Aliens from Planet Hebrew 
 
Genesis 1:27,28  
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.  
God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and incr ease in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 
the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."  
 
 

The Hebrew world is a different world to the Greek world. 
 
God didn’t start by creating an intellect 
 
He didn’t start by creating man 
 
He started by creating a universe within which man was created to 
belong. 
 
He then created man 
 
And with this creation is the desire for relationship and sharing. 
 
God made a beautiful world and now had someone to share it with. 
 
Next is the family 
 
Then it is work. 
 
Man dreams of Dominion,  
But only has it on the basis of a sound relationship with God  
but only on the basis of a sound relationship with God and his family.  
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God 

Man Family 

Dominion 

Hebrew world view 
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When God made the earth He did it with a plan and with a purpose. 
 
He did it to a design. 
 
He did it with a purpose….he did it excellently 
 
  BUT HE DID IT SUPERNATURALLY 
 

Life started supernaturally!~!!!!!!! 
 
God’s relationship with man is supernatural. 

 
The priorities of God and the priorities from a Hebrew worldview are 
 
1/ God 
  And His personal, supernatural relationship with mankind 
 
2/ Man and his personal relationship with his family 
 
3/ The family unit and it’s joint relationship and interaction with the 
world. 
 
There is no mention of the pursuit of knowledge, no mention of the 
greatest goal being the advancement of the mind. 
 
The greatest and most powerful thing a natural being can do is to 
love and pursue passionately a supernatural God.  
 
It is exactly the opposite to a Greek world view – or the world view 
that we have been brought up with. 
 
 
A little Greek history for you… 
 
There are a collection ancient Greek teachers who engaged in the 
development of what we would now called philosophy. 
 
Now these men had such a profound effect on not only there times 
and nation, but because they where leaders and influences at the 
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hight of the Greek empire there thoughts flavoured the then known 
world and are still being felt today. 
 
Now the most famous sons of this era, who’s belief and value system 
are still shaping our world today were….  Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle 
 
Socrates believed… 
 
No man sins wittingly, therefore only knowledge is required to 
achieve a virtuous life  
 

You can think your way out of Sin - it is a mind/logic thing 
The knowledge of Good and evil 

 
Plato was a pupil of Socrates 
 
He believed  
 that knowledge is to be derived from the intellect 

rather than the senses. 
 Nobody does wrong willingly - they only do so when 

unable to control their spirit (pride anger) or their 
appetite (greed, lust). 

 
Plato's ethical theory rests on the assumption that virtue is 
knowledge and therefore can be taught.   
 
That you and I can learn what is good and what is evil.   
 
He argued that we can be …. “intellectually virtuous by studying 
or thinking” 
 

Or….. in other words…. 
 
Man CAN change his nature by THINKING differnetly - it is an 
educational/knowledge thing – it is the Knowledge of Good and evil 
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That the pursuit of knowledge and excellence and the philosophising 
of the meaning of life are the greatest pursuits of mankind. 
 
Aristotle 
 
Was the pupil of Plato and he basically taught… 
 
That the purpose for humans  and the highest we can achieve is 
happiness.  
 
Happiness is made up of enjoyment/pleasure (of course), but also the 
exercise and development of the capacity to reason.  
 
The whole basis of the Greek teachers is that happiness is the goal 
and  how you obtain happiness is by improving your rational mind.   
 
That education and rational thought are the only realities worth 
pursuing and the only realities that frame our world.  
 
That excellences in arts/science/sport and above all else education 
are the only true ways that individuals can reach there potential and 
become what they are called to become. 
 
 
 
 
 
The rise of the individual. 
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This system of thought, this humanistic approach has remerged in the 
last 200 years, but it is not a new thing, as I have already said it has 
been around since the beginning of time. 
 
But now, in the western world, we have not only allowed it to 
permeate everything, but we actively and openly embrace it.  
 
And who are amongst it’s greatest proponents now in modern 
western society – the modern church and dying religious institutions 
or are clinging to there form of godliness but deny the power behind 
it. 
 
What is Humanism: 
 
World English Dictionary defines Humanism as….. 
 

the secular cultural and intellectual movement that spread 
throughout Europe as a result of the rediscovery of the arts and 
philosophy of the ancient Greeks and Romans. 
 
A doctrine emphasising a person’s capacity for self-realisation 
through reason and rejects religion and the supernatural. 
 

 
Humanism is the denial of the supernatural. 
 
Humanist believe that human beings are the centre of everything – 
the human mind is the controlling factor and is the centre of 
everything. 
 
Humanist view that Christianity is an invention of man and at times it 
has done the poor ignorant masses good – but surely we have 
‘evolved’ beyond that now. 
 
Humanist believe that religion has previously been mans attempt to 
explain his life and circumstance but now we have science and we 
are rising above it all threw greater and better education. 
 
Humanist believe that man can save himself through science, 
education and technology. 
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The audacity of the humanist lies not in their statement or philosophy 
but in the simple self evident fact that it just does not work.  
 
They doggedly deny the existence of anything else other than human 
beings, and go on to say that man is this wonderful thing and yet if we 
look around our society, the simplest fool can tell that things are 
getting worst not better.  
 
That all our education, technology and political man made attempts 
have not and can not ever bring the enlightenment that has been 
falsely promised for centuries. 
 
The parody of the blind leading the blind is that they neither know 
where they are going or what there environment looks like and yet 
they hail that what they see is perfection and if we only all pluck out 
our eyes we would all see better.  
 
And the world so preoccupied with it’s own wisdom takes hot pokers 
of stupidity and self and every day drives them deeper into there own 
eyes of sensibility and logical observation doing everything they can 
to confirm there own illogical conclusions.  
 
There is nothing that brings any credibility to the humanist argument. 
 
This present age does one thing well and that is show the absolute 
bankruptcy and lack of validity of the humanistic argument and of 
human self reliance. 
 
Man has shown to be a complete failure.  Society is breaking down, 
destroying itself, all of this is happening in societies where people 
have scoffed and ridiculed Christianity. Yet society is an the high of 
it’s informational and technological pinnacle. Society is crumpling and 
destroying itself.  All that man is claiming for himself is proving to be 
entirely and utterly bankrupt. 
 
And here is the really incredible thing about the whole Humanistic 
philosophy; 
 
We who should know better – apparently don’t. 
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We who have the answer – stay silent. 
We who know the truth – hid it under a bushel. 
 
The modern church and the modern Christian, so desperate to find 
accept, all under the guise of relating to the sinner and being 
sensitive to the seeker, is so willing to trim and change itself in order 
to fit and fulfil the humanist pallet.  
 
Our desire to conform to the world does not make the gospel any 
more attractive to an unbelieving palate.  
 
You do not win an adulterer to Christ by accepting there adultery as a 
sign of the times. You do not save a homosexual from hell by 
accepting their sin as a cultural norm 
 
If the world understands or accepts you, then you have to ask your 
self what sort of Christian are you being.   
 
Because in a Christian, God has done something supernatural, 
something beyond reason or logical thought., something miraculous, 
something beyond the natural – something supernatural.   
 
The Christian is someone with the very touch of the hand of God 
upon them. I am in no way saying that a Christian is unable to relate, 
unable to communicate.  I am not advocating a repeat of the 
excesses and exhibitionist manifestations that happened in the 
church in the late 90’s.  But I go to it.  
 
No I am saying that our desire to be accepted by the world will never 
be fully realised until the world totally and utterly surrenders to the 
perfect will of God. Because in us there is suppose to be no 
darkness. In us there is only light. We are the salt of the world.  
 
We are that element that stops the rot – there for by our very spiritual 
DNA and natural, we can and will never be like that which is rotting, 
to desire to be like that which we are sent here to save and preserve 
is illogical and irrational. 
 
 
Christianity is not about a crucifixion,  it is about resurrection. 
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You can not be a Christian without believing in the supernatural. 
 
You can not live as a Christian without daily experiencing the 
supernatural. 
 
The death of Christ had four major ramifications as I understand it….. 

Redemption 
Restoration 
Resurrection 
The arrival of the person of the Holy Ghost. 
 

 
Jesus came into the world at the height of the Greek and Roman 
influence.  The Greeks were more Excellent than most, the Romans, 
great leaders. Yet He knew in order to triumph in this world we 
needed something different. 
 

Zech 4:6 
6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to 
Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says 
the LORD Almighty. 
(NIV) 

 
Not by the might of our own excellence 
Nor the power of our own leadership 
 
But by the spirit of the Lord 
 
The Spirit of the Lord does not exclude might and power. 
 
But sometimes our might and power can exclude the power of God. 
 
We spend so much time rehearsing for excellence and refining our 
leadership that we forget to ask The Holy Ghost to permeate our 
preparation and execution. 
 
What is the focus of your attention - the object of your affection ? 

Your personal development or your personal Saviour ? 
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What frames your world? 
Do you live your life like you believe the book or is your 
Christianity a lifestyle enhancement program for you that 
supplements your education and business pursuits? 
 

 
 
 
The function of the Christian. 
 
The human being is God’s marvelous, wonderful instrument, the most 
marvelous and wonderful creation of all the creation of god.  We have 
the incredible capacity to receive and reveal God. 
 
When God wants to touch or heal, or deliver a man, the healing or 
touch does not fall from heaven, but it does come through the 
medium of the child of god.  Therefore, God has given us the exalted 
privilege of being co-workers with him.  And among our high 
privileges is to radiate, to give forth from the love-passion of our 
souls, the courage and strength to help others souls come to God. 
 
A Christian is unique. 
He stands alone. 
He supersedes all how have gone before. 
He will not have a successor. 
He is mankind at it’s best and God’s best effort for mankind. 
 
People reject Christianity and accept humanism because they are not 
seeing the real Jesus. 
 
They accept humanism and reject Christianity because they have 
never really seen the depth of there problems. 
 
And there problem is simple this. 
 
The are sinners in need of a saviour. 
 
And this is not a condition you educate yourself from, but this is 
something that you must repent of. 
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They look around at the state of the world and refuse to believe what 
they see which is the simple fact that because of sin and our fallen 
nature we are an utter and total lost cause.   
 
That man, outside of the love and saving grace of Jesus Christ is 
doomed to hell, on in this life and the life to come.  That we can not 
save ourselves. 
 
The sooner we give up our striving for the tree of knowledge and start 
pursuing the bringer of life, the better off we shall all be. 
 


