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Original Pollution

We believe that mankind was created in the image of God to know
and enjoy Him, yet we willfully rejected the Lordship and glory of God
for which we were intended.

Because of this, sin entered the world and has extensively and
completely ruined man’s nature, bringing sickness, death and
judgment, and now creation experiences the effects and
consequences of sin without any hope of self-redemption.

Introduction

We resume now our consideration again of the biblical doctrine of
original sin.

Last time we were only able to deal with a portion of it.

We considered in general the consequences of Adam's sin, Adam's
original sin and transgression, which meant his fall, and in him and

through him the fall of the entire human race.
We looked at and defined sin.
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Then we considered the consequences to Adam himself, and the
consequences, which befell him immediately. We saw that this
subject of original sin is divided into two main sections, or, to put it
another way, there are two main aspects of the matter.

The first is original guilt, and we have been considering that. We

are all held guilty and responsible for that first sin of Adam; it is
imputed to us, to our account. This makes up the most obvious, in a
sense, in the discussion aspect of the fall.

We come now to consider the second aspect of this doctrine, and that
is what is known as original pollution, because, you remember, the
moment Adam sinned, two things happened at once.

One was that he became guilty,

and the second was that changes took place in him; he was not the
same as he had been.

Now the doctrine of original sin says that both of these consequences
where passed upon us also, so that we are guilty of original guilt and
now this second aspect known as original pollution.

What, then, do we mean by this term original pollution?

It means in us what it meant in Adam - the absence of that original
righteousness which Adam had, and lost it, so that all of us are born
with an absence of original righteousness.

Not only that.

We are now also born with the presence within us of a positive evil.
So we lose one thing and now we have another.

We are guilty of original sin because we are polluted.
This pollution is not merely a negative state we now find ourselves in.

This pollution is something active.
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It is not merely that we are not what we ought to be; we are positively
what we ought not to be, positive inherent disposition towards sin.

It does not just mean the absence of something like the absence of a
right relationship with God as some preachers put it.

If that was the case, then Christ coming and us surrendering to Him
would mean we would be returned to a complete and right state.

If you think about this, this is what most people struggle with.
They wonder why when they become a Christian everything is not
return to an instant glorious Eden state of being.

Why they still battle temptation, the rages of anger, poverty, sickness,
etc.

Modern psychologists, new age gurus and even preachers today do
not like this.

They say that what we call sin is merely the absence of certain
qualities.

That is not what the Bible says.
The Bible says that sin is positive.

It is not the 'absence of goodness, it is the active presence of evil and
of badness.

And that is something which we must emphasize because from the
very beginning it is emphasized, constantly, in the Scriptures
themselves.

Galatians 5:19-25

(19) Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality,

(20) idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
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(21) envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn
you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.

(22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

(23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law.

(24) And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires.

(25) If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let
us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one
another.

1 Kings 8:46
(46) "If they sin against you--for there is no one who does not
sin--

Isaiah 53:6

(6) All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every
one--to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity
of us all.

So this is not a passive thing.

This is not a mental thing. This is a fact!
Robert Schuller said:
"l don't think anything has been done in the name of Christ and
under the banner of Christianity that has proven more
destructive to human personality and, hence, counterproductive
to the evangelism enterprise than the often crude, uncouth, and

unchristian strategy of attempting to make people aware of their
lost and sinful condition.”

Try as they may, Mr. Schuller and his friends are wrong when they try
and make it a cultural or a social thing

original pollution.doc Page 4 of 14



It is a spiritual thing

And was dealt by Christ in a Spiritual manner
So how does this affect us?

Now all of this leads us to this point...

How, then, does this condition, this absence of original righteousness
and the presence of positive evil, manifest itself in fallen humanity?

How does it manifest itself in all of us?
There are two major ways:
The terms generally used are these:
First, it shows itself in what is called total depravity, and,
second, in total inability.
Lets look at these and try and understand them.
Total Depravity
This is a term that is often attacked.
Often people attached false meanings to it. They pervert it or dismiss
it for a denominational ends as opposed to a doctrinal truth.
If, you ask them what they mean by it, they will probably give you one

or the other of the following false definitions.

What it does not mean:
a) that all men and women are as thoroughly bad and depraved as
they can possibly be. Everyone running around being a serial killer

b) it does not even mean that men and women in their fallen state
have no innate knowledge of God,
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c), it does not mean that men and women do not have a con-
science; therefore, it does not mean that they have no knowledge
of good and evil.

People in a state of total depravity do have a conscience, and they
recognize the difference between good and evil.

d) Total depravity does not mean that men and women are incapable
of recognizing or admiring virtues, or that they are incapable of
disinterested feelings and actions.

People, including many Christians say things like:, 'Look at all the
people who are not Christians; they have ideas of virtue, they try to
do good, they are good people!”

Correct, but that has nothing to do with the true meaning of the term
Total Depravity or an accurate definition of it.

Righteous acts and serving a righteous savior are two totally different
things

Works do not qualify you for heaven, Christ does.

Good Works are the echo of a good creator, not sign posts to an
eternal destiny

So then what does it mean?
J.I. Packer in his book Concise Theology puts it like this:

total depravity signifies a corruption of our moral and spiritual
nature that is total not in degree (for no one is as bad as he or
she might be) but in extent.

It declares that no part of us is untouched by sin, and therefore
no action of ours is as good as it should be, and consequently
nothing in us or about us ever appears meritorious in God's
eyes. We cannot earn God's favor, no matter what we do;
unless grace saves us, we are lost.
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It means that man in his fallen condition has an inherently corrupt
nature, and the corruption extends through every part of his being, to
every faculty of his soul and body. Yes, there is plenty of natural
good, there is natural morality, he can recognize virtue and so on. But
there is no spiritual good whatsoever. That is what it means.

To state in again for further clarification:

someone in a state of total depravity, every unregenerate person, is
at enmity and hostility against God and God's holy law. That is
always the great characteristic of total depravity.

Now let me give you the Scriptures to prove this.

Genesis 6:5

(5) The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually.

Romans 5:12

(12) Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned--

Psalms 51:5
(5) Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.

This Psalm does not relate sex and sin — we discussed that at length
last week.

Sex was created by God and within marriage is a perfecily,
wonderful, acceptable thing for a married couple to do.

| hope that all of you understand why | am spending so much time on
this area.
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No one can have a true or adequate understanding of the doctrine of
salvation, not one of us can appreciate our own salvation truly, unless
we realize the nature of the disease, the condition, out of which we
are to be saved by the gospel.

In other words, we must understand the truth about ourselves in sin.
We can never really know the love of God until we realize this. The
way to measure the height of God's love is first of all to measure the
depth of our own depravity as the result of the fall.

The term ‘flesh’

We read earlier in
Galatians 5:19-23

(19) Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality,

(20) idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions,

(21) envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn
you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.

(22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

(23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law.

Scripture, in order to bring the idea of this total depravity home to us
uses a number of terms and here are some of them.

It talks about the flesh.
It talks about the law in our members; about the body of sin and the

body of death.
It talks, too, about the carnal mind.

The important one - | suppose the most important of all, because it is
the one that tends to be most misunderstood - is the term flesh.

What does the Scripture mean by this?
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Now the Scripture uses this term in three main ways;

First, it uses flesh to describe the body, the physical body.

Second, it sometimes uses the word to stand for the whole person -
'That no flesh should glory in his presence' (1 Cor. 1:29). That does
not mean no physical body, it means that no person shall glory in
God'’s presence. So flesh sometimes means the entire personality.

The third meaning may be described as the ethical meaning of flesh,
or even the spiritual meaning, of the term flesh.

For example that famous statement which our Jesus made to
Nicodemus,

John 3:6
(6) That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.

Now when our Lord said, 'That which is born of the flesh is flesh,' He
was not simply thinking of our physical frame.

No, He was telling Nicodemus that he, a leader in Israel, was still
thinking in a fleshly manner, still thinking 'after the flesh', in

ways devoid of the Spirit. He was looking for an earthly Messiah and
he was trying to put a square peg in a round hole.

Flesh, in other words, is the human race without the Spirit of God.
And what we are told about our state in a condition of total depravity
is that we are in the flesh and acting according to it, and are no longer
ruled by the spirit.

Now one of the main characteristics of our life as the result of

that influence is that it is a life which lacks balance. Man consists, as
we have seen, of body, soul and spirit.
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Before the fall everything worked in harmony, like a three legged
stool. Each part making the whole. Each part of equal length, each
part of the triune nature of man bring balance to the other.

Man in the right relationship to God functioned perfectly in his spirit, in
his soul, in his body; the body was kept in its place.

Paul says of man:

Ephesians 2:3
(3) among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind :
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Everybody recognizes lusts of the flesh, but according to the apostle
Paul, lusts of the mind are as bad as lusts of the flesh.

For man was never meant to be controlled by his mind, any more
than he was meant to be controlled by his body.

He was created to be controlled by the spirit.
But that has been lost as the result of sin and the fall.

Think about this.

Some people are controlled entirely by their bodies - eating and
drinking, and gorging themselves uncontrollably.

Yes, but others who are not guilty of that, can be equally in a state of
lust, and equally in the flesh, because they are controlled by their
earthbound minds, by their own thoughts, by the philosophies of men,

Still others in an attempt to right the balance engage in ungodly
spiritual practices in an attempt to have a form of godliness, but deny
it's power, it's origin, The Creator.

The original sin — was an issue of pride.
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An appeal was made to human pride: Why should you be subservient
to God? Why should you allow God to keep this from you? Why

don't you assert yourself? (Gen. 3:1-6). Be your own people, do it
your own way, create your own destiny, become God.

The curse of life is that we are all self-centered.

We live for self, instead of for God, we are selfish, we are jealous,
and we are envious, we are proud.

Our world evolves around us and when our little planets collide with
other planets there are quarrels, there are clashes and disputes and
differences.

Man as the result of this depravity has become egocentric and he
cannot get away from himself.

Total inability

Now this discussion leads us to the second aspect of the doctrine of
original Pollution, namely totally inability

The Bible teaches that man is totally incapable of saving himself.
Once again, it does not mean that he is incapable of social good and
self righteousness, or of being very religious because history proves

that mankind can and is all of those things with a relationship with
Christ.

Let me put this still more specifically.

When we say that man is totally incapable we mean that he cannot
do any act which fundamentally meets with God's approval, or which
meets the demands of God's law.

Romans 3:10
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(10) as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one;

Romans 3:23
(23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

You can NOT make God pleased with you, outside of Christ.

All the goodness of the world is as dung, and refuse, and loss;
ultimately it has no value because it cannot win God's approval or
satisfy His law.

Isaiah 64:6

6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

By total depravity and total inability, we mean that man cannot
change his fundamental preference for sin and self.

He cannot change his nature.

He cannot get rid of the depravity.

He is unable to address this base need in his life. Education can not
do it, works can not do it, religion can not do it, science cannot do it.

1 Corinthians 2:14

(14) The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

We have tried all these things for years and there has been no
progress, in fact the conditions of the modern world are worst then
they were 50 years ago.

So there, then, we see these two great consequences of original sin -
original guilt and original pollution; and the pollution manifests itself in
these two terrible and terrifying ways - total depravity and total
inability.
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And you notice that the essence of the definition of both the depravity
and the inability is that they concentrate on describing man's spiritual
state.

It does not mean, let me emphasize this again, that every man is as
bad as he can be.

It does not mean that he is not capable of any sort of good at all.

the point is that there is no spiritual value in these things; they are
of no value in the sight of God.

Man can do nothing at all about his own salvation, he cannot change
his nature.

Jeremiah 13:23
(23) Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots?
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil.

Martyn Lloyd Jones sums up this doctine with the following
statement:

There, then, according to the Bible, we see man as he is as the
result of Adam's sin and the fall.

He is guilty,

he is condemned by the law of God,

he is polluted,

he is depraved,

he is under the dominion of self and sin and of Satan, and he is
utterly and absolutely helpless.

He has no appreciation of spiritual truth, because of his
depravity and because he is blinded by the god of this world
who will not allow him to have that appreciation.

Is there hope for us?
Is there hope for anyone of us?

| hope that you listen to this
You gain an understanding of this
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And in turn you now contemplate the value and wonder of your own
salvation.

The fact that Christ died for you

The wonder of all this to me is almost immediately that man sinned
and fell, God provided a way out for him

In 1820, Elvina Hall was sitting in church listening to her pastor pray
and she started to scribble on the church bulletin.

She handed the words to him at the end of service

The week before the organist John Grape had written a new piece of
music and had submitted to the pastor as well

The pastor put the two together, a Hymn that declares the wonder
and grace of all that Christ as done for us:

(1) I hear the Savior say,

"Thy strength indeed is small!
Child of weakness watch and pray,
Find in me thine all in all.”

(2) For nothing good have |
Whereby Thy grace to claim-

| will wash my garment white
In the blood of Calvary's Lamb.

(3) And when before the throne
| stand in Him complete,
"Jesus died my soul to save,"
My lips shall still repeat.

CHORUS:

Jesus paid it all,

All to Him | owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain-
He washed it white as snow.
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