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All Have Sinned Part 3
Maintaining a Passion for Christ
By Dr. John A. King

Zechariah 4:1

4:1 And the angel who talked with me came again and woke
me, like a man who is awakened out of his sleep.

When | read this | am touched and compelled to think of life in two
ways.

1) The first is that | am awakening from the fog of sin. | am
awakening from my sinful state.

Salvation is like that. It is like a dawning in your soul.
You come to OseeO the world for the first time as if youOre seeing the
world for the first time.

2) This message was given to a prophet, one who knew God. One
of the members of God chosen people and still the angel had to
wake him, had to rouse him from his slumber.

We were first saved, and so many of us had a passion for the things

of God, a hunger for the supernatural. A hunger for Christ and all that
He had for us.
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A desire to cause Christ no offense and to be an offense to no man.

Yet, as time goes on, as things happen to us and through us
something takes place.

The cares of the world grow up, our hearts become hard, doubt and
unbelief start to take root and all of a sudden we are not producing as
much fruit as we could have or should have or would ever like to.

There comes times in our life when we need to be woken up from a
slothful and passionless life. We need a life of purpose.

There comes a time when we need a supernatural wake up call.

| believe all of us have had those at different times, but how to you
keep passion level high?

How do you stay passionate for Christ?

Firstly

A passion for Christ does not come in response to an altar call.
We have been trained as altar call junkies.

We are told that if we come to the front it is all over. All our prayers
are answered instantly.

Responding to the conviction of God, the leading of the Holy Ghost is
the starting point, not the end of it all.

Because someone walks down the front does not, | repeat does not
make them a Christian Dit is erroneous to say Bwe had 1500 saved
at our big African crusade b that might raise money, but it is not a true
indication of the work of the Spirit in the hearts of people. | responded
to dozens of alter calls in my response to the drawing of God. |
remember when | was born again and my need for repentance.
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So why do we do it in our church, why do we give opportunity for
people to respond in our church?

Because it is a place of public confession Byou are committed to
what you confess.

It is an act of humility, humbling yourself under the hand of God that
He may exalt you.

It is a declaration of intent D | was that, | am determined | will no
longer be that.

Both of those two elements are starting points and the foundational
stones of having and maintaining a passion for Christ. However, they
are not the end all. You need more than a decision to maintain a
passion.

Greatness is an option, not a guarantee.
You maybe given an opportunity, but if you do not take your

opportunity, and value your opportunity, you will miss your
opportunity.

You have to ask yourself with all sincerity, and search your heart. Are
you backslidden in your heart? What is standing in the way of you
and Jesus?

Definition of backslidden

Firstly Bwhat it is not?

It is not what the world would call OgrossinQOit is something far subtle
and far more dangerous to the average Christian.

To be backslidden in heart is to be indifferent to the things of God.
To be indifferent to GodOs people and to GodOs Word.

To be backslidden in heart is to experience a hardness or calcification
of your heart towards the lost.
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You become settled in your passion for the things of God and the
kingdom.

A backslidden person looks around at their friends and compares
their life and says, “/ am better than they are, | am OK”.

The starting point for the backslider is spiritual pride and arrogance, a
lack of dependency on the things and the spirit of God.

The backslider is listless in prayer.

They are lethargic towards the Word.

They are sluggish in their attitude towards church, communion,
worship, giving and witness.

The truth of the matter is that we are all challenged with being
backslidden in heart in one way or another at some stage in our life.

Like a passion for our marriage, a passion for our jobs, a passion for
Christ is a decision that we have to make.

All hardness of heart starts inwardly before manifest outwardly.

You may not be backslidden in lifestyle, but in heart you are.

It will only be a matter of time before you manifest what is on the
inside of you, outside of you.

In all honesty, a lack of passion for the things of God, | believe is due
to one reason and one only. A person has become lukewarmly and
hard of heatrt.

The hard of heart person today, is the hard anti-Christ person
sometime in the future.

Definition of Lukewarm:

Mildly warm; tepid.
Lacking conviction or enthusiasm; indifferent.
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You see lukewarm means that something was once hot.
It was once on fire.
It was once passionate.

Rev 3

14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The
words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning
of God's creation.

15 “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that
you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my mouth.

17 For you say, | am rich, | have prospered, and | need nothing,
not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked.

18 | counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you
may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe
yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen,
and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.

19 Those whom I love, | reprove and discipline, so be zealous
and repent. 20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and
eat with him, and he with me.

21 The one who conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my
throne, as | also conquered and sat down with my Father on his
throne. 22 He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.”

Laodicea
The city is located in the Lycus River Valley together with Hierapolis

and Colossae. This valley is a natural route of travel from East to
West.
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The city was founded by the Seleucid King Antiochus Il and named
for his wife Laodicea about 260 B.C.

The church in Laodicea was founded during PaulO®xtended stay in

Ephesus, probably by his companion Epaphras (Col. 2:12-13). In the
1st century A.D. the city had a large Jewish population which formed
the nucleus of the early Christian community.

Laodicea was very pleasure-conscious, with a huge stadium and two
lavish theaters. The city was noted throughout the Roman province of
Asia for its wealth. As the banking center of province, it was the most
prosperous of the seven cities. So wealthy were the citizens of
Laodicea that when their city was destroyed by an earthquake in 60
A.D., they refused the aid offered by Rome and rebuilt the city at their
own expense. This rare example of self-sufficiency made the city
famous.

The one drawback to Laodicea's location was its lack of a local water
supply. It had neither the cool well water of nearby Colossae, nor the
healing, hot water springs of Hierapolis across the Lycus valley.
Water had to be piped in via an aqueduct from the Baspinar Spring
five miles to the South (now in the town of Denizli). By the time the
water arrived it was tepid--neither hot nor cold.

The water that was piped to Laodicea was rich with calcium which
over time would cause the pipes to clog. The engineers designed the
agqueduct with vents covered with stones that could be removed
periodically for cleaning.

In His letter to this lukewarm church Jesus makes some very specific
comments to them and | believe highlights some of the cause of their
hardness of heart.

1) Lack of effectiveness.
Jesus' condemnation of the city's church for being lukewarmly
rebukes not their lack of fervor but their lack of effectiveness, their

lack of attention to detail and attentiveness to the opportunity they
had.
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Water started out in the hot springs, but by the time it arrived it was
tepid and not useful as a bath and not useful to drink.

The heavy mineral laden water was only good to induce vomiting.

We are suppose to either be hot for the things of God,
or a cold refreshing drink to the world.

But a tepid indifference makes no impact anywhere.

Your indifference to the things of God not only harms yourself, but
harms your witness as a Christian and harms the reputation of the
body of Christ.

2) Self sufficiency

The Laodicea's prided themselves on their self-sufficiency, but Jesus
said to them you are in fact Wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked..

This to me highlights a very real problem we have in the western
church. We have become arrogant and self-sufficient. We have
misused our prosperity. Instead of it providing a platform to do great
good. We have used it to by greater goods.

The global church income is more than $12.3 TRILLION
annually, however only $11.4 BILLION is given to foreign
missions. Only 1% of that goes to reach those who have
NEVER heard the gospel

America spends more money annually on dog food than it does
to support foreign missions.

Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God. DonOt pray God
humble me, you do it.

The fact that God has done so much for us as a church should mean
that we should be overwhelm my His goodness, not take it for
granted. The fact that He has chosen you, saved you and filled you
with His Spirit is a cause for humility, not pride.
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3) The Laodicea's did not value the things of God

Laodicea also derived its wealth from the fertility of the
surrounding countryside and its textile industry. It was famous
for its black cloth manufactured from the glossy-black wool
produced in the valley, said to be of a soft texture, almost like
silk. The LaodiceaOsvore black garments with pride.

But, in his letter John advised the Christians of the city to buy
the "white clothes" of purity and righteousness.

Thirteen miles West of Laodicea, a celebrated school of
medicine produced an eye salve made from alum called
"Phrygian powder." It was said to cure weak eyes and was
exported in tablet form throughout the Mediterranean. The
LaodiceaOgook great pride in their medical skill, but they were
unaware of their spiritual blindness. Jesus appeals to them to
buy salve from him, so they might have better spiritual vision.

Often what we hold as valuable, God simply does not.

What is important to Him is that you are living for Him and walking
with Him, everything else is of little consequence.

Things only become a problem, when things become objects of love.

People, hobbies and jobs, only become a problem, when they stand
in the way of you loving Him and enjoying Him forever.

Often the things we are most proud of, God see as filthy rags, objects
of no-consequence.

Some of the things that rip at me as a minister and pastor are
watching people get nearly right with God.
Watching them nearly turn their lives around.

They come in broken and just when things start to go in the right
direction; they make some really dumb decision.
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It is like people who insist on only putting five dollars of gas in their
car because they never have enough time to fill up.

We all start with a passion for Christ

So letOsask yourself the questionE.
What happened to cause the change?

Lets look at the most common things.
1) unequally yoke
This principal doesnOt only apply to marriage.

Did you allow yourself to become involved with people of non-like
passion?

Non-like heart?

| am not talking about dating Satan, but working out and hanging out
with people who just do not have the same heart for God that YOU
WANT.

There are some activities that a Christian should not encage in.
When traveling to China to do business deals, prostitutes are seen as
a standard part of the negations deal, the same in Thailand.

To participate is not acceptable.

To go to a strip joint after work with the boys Pis not acceptable.

To sit around and gossip and run your husband down with the girls at
work is not acceptable.

These things you say do not affect your love for God, but they all
affect and taint your walk with Christ and your testimony.

2) Internal attitude changes

Did you cause an offense?
Are you carrying an offense?
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Did you make a poor decision and you are living under the weight of
it?

3) Is this a period of testing?
Proverbs 17:3

3 The crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold,
and the Lord tests hearts.

God test the heart, sometimes there are periods and times of testing,
and times of refining.

Life runs in cycles.
You may feel overwhelmed, then calm, overwhelmed, and then calm.

The result will always be a sense of increase and victory from level to
level in life.

| accepted long ago that my pace of life will change when | die.
| want to squeeze everything that | can out of it

4) Have you used poor judgment in relationship and
activities?

John 7:24
24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”
There is a false sense that we are not to judge others.
That is not what Jesus taught.
He said Oright judgmentO
Right judgment, wise judgment, accurate assessment and wise

council, these will keep you from destructive actions and
relationships.
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- You wanting to do something, and it being GodOs best for youlife
are two different things.

- Was it a particular TV show that you started to watch or a circle of
people you were introduced to?

- Did you stop reading your bible? Coming to prayer meetings?

- Advice from your peers and spiritual input and guidance from your
pastors or leaders are two different things.

2 Chronicles 10:4-10

5) Have you allowed the mistakes of the past to rob you of
your joy in the Lord?

Timing is everything.

Single folk, donOt rush marriagedif you are not content and at peace

faithful serving God as a single person, you will never be as a married

person.

- 1 donOt knowvhy Christian women feel an overwhelming need to
rush to the altar in their 200s and marry the first guy who will have
them, like they are the last man on earth.

| know the word says marry or burn B but it also says do not be
unequally yoked.

You want to marry a fornicator and pornography?
You want to spend you life competing with an airbrushed 16 year old?

OBut I love him, he will change.O
No he wonQt

He doesnOt love you now, he wants sex with you now, but he doesnOt
love you.
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There is no such thing as a missionary marriage.

OOh, | an change him, God can change him.O

The let God change him before you marry him.

If you want to go ahead fine, but just make an appointment for 5
years time and start saving for you divorce papers. | will sign your

marriage certificate and a letter saying | told you so to be burnt at the
appointment.
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So what is passion and how do | get it back?
A passion for Christ is a daily decision.

Passion is doing something faithfully, with excellence and enthusiasm
regardless of circumstance or situation.

Some say it is a feeling, | say that real passion goes beyond feeling,
to a commitment.

Jesus didnOt feel like going to the crss, but it was His passion, His
commitment to excellence and the will of God that drove Him beyond
his feelings.

We are raised in a society where everything is based upon what we
feel, not what is right.

Rev 2:
4* “Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left your
first love.
5* “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent
and do the first works, or else | will come to you quickly and
remove your lamp stand from its place--unless you repent.

This is simple, and not complicated.

This is a commitment, and not a feeling.

Have you ever had a big argument with someone you loved and you
forced yourself to be nice?

In a day or so, you started to relax.
In a couple of days you sort of forgot about it.

In a couple more days you are belly laughing and have moved on.
So it is with regain your passion for Christ.

It is not just in the starting, but the continuing.
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You need to take responsibility for the fact that you moved from God
He didnOt move from you.

Three simple steps
1) Remember
2) Repent
3) Repeat
1) Remember what it was like before your passion disappeared?

Remember what you did, remember what you read, and remember
how you use to forgive quickly?

How you use to witness and pray for people? )
How you loved to come to church, to worship and to meet with GodOs
people?

How you use to rise every morning to read the word?

Or leave home early so you could stop by the coffee shop to get a
coffee and read the Word?

2) Now repent.

You need to take responsibility for your life, your action and the state
of your heart.

3) Repeat
Go back and start to do it all over again.
Do what you know to do.

This is where it takes time.
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Journal

Scripture
Observation
Application
Prayer
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