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My riddle today.....

What does a fig tree, a temple and a hooker have in
common???

| would like to give you some opening thoughts before looking at
our text tonight.

Opening thought #1

When we talk about wanting to see a change in the church, we are
not talking about seeing a change in a structure or an organization,
but change in the corporate expression, that is referred to in the
Bible as the body of Christ.

The Church is a collective expression of its individuals. Do you
have the ability to affect the church worldwide? Yes. By changing
yourself.

As you change and grow; so does the church. As the church
changes and grows so does our impact on the world increase.

Do we want to see the world impacted by the church of Jesus
Christ? Yes. How do we do it? Easy, change and become more
like Christ

In order for God to do a work through the church, he has to do a
work IN the church.
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So if God is wanting to working through His church, and you are
His church, then God is wanting to do a work in you.

Opening Thought #2

Change is not change until it is change.

Too many men give themselves credit for their intentions but not

their actions. They judge others for their actions, but themselves
for their intentions

Opening Thought #3

Now in times of change in the church, often people talk about the
prophetic and what the prophetic is

The prophetic isnOt about the ‘old’,
but It IS about the new.

It isnOt about comparing the old |,
but IT IS about heralding in the new.

It is not about what has gone,
but IT IS about that which is coming.

It is about the fact that we all know God is trying to do something,
but we are having troubles putting words to it.

It is the unsettled feeling you get in the pit of your stomach.
God is wanting to bring changes to His church..

And He is wanting to do some changes in youE.

Opening thought #4

John G. Lake wrote something along these lines:
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The secret of Christianity is in the being. It is in being a possessor
of the nature of Jesus Christ. In other words, being Christ in
character, Christ in demonstration. When a person gives himself to
the Lord and becomes a child of God, a Christian, they are a
Christ-man. They are the only being in all of creation that has the
capacity to receive and reveal Christ.

When God wants to touch or heal or deliver someone, the healing
or touch does not fall from heaven, but it does come through the
medium of the child of God. Therefore God has given us the
exalted privilege of being co-workers with Him. We get to be the
vehicles that transmit this living Jesus in this dying world.

As Christians we start unique.

We stand alone.

We supersede all who have gone before.

We will not have a successor.

We are mankind at its best and GodOs best effort for mankind.

We are the only beings in all creation that can be receivers and
revealers of the Christ. LetOs just geto doing that and seeing a
revolution in our lifetime.

This morning | have a riddle for youE.

What does a fig tree, a temple and a hooker have in common???
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Lets look at a fig tree —

Mark 11:12-21 ESV On the following day, when they came from
Bethany, he was hungry. (13) And seeing in the distance a fig
tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he
came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season
for figs. (14) And he said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you
again.” And his disciples heard it. (15) And they came to
Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out
those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of
those who sold pigeons. (16) And he would not allow anyone to
carry anything through the temple. (17) And he was teaching
them and saying to them, "“Is it not written, ‘My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it
a den of robbers.” (18) And the chief priests and the scribes
heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared
him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. (19)
And when evening came they went out of the city. (20) As they
passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to
its roots. (21) And Peter remembered and said to him, "Rabbi,
look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered."

Mark 11:12-14 ESV On the following day, when they came from
Bethany, he was hungry. (13) And seeing in the distance a fig
tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he
came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season
for figs. (14) And he said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you
again."” And his disciples heard it.

Mark 11:20 ESV As they passed by in the morning, they saw the
fig tree withered away to its roots.
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Way back before Adam had a belly button (if he ever did) God had
a plan for a fig tree. It was a plan not based upon what it looked
like. A plan not based about its outward appearance but a plan
based upon what He wanted it to do.

He designed it to be fruitful.

Jesus is on His way to the temple.
He has got business to do.

There are people who have taken what His Father had ordained
and perverted it.

There were people who had taken the temple and where using it
for something other than that for which He had designed it for.

On the way He walks past a fig tree that looks as if it is in season,
as if it is supposed to be bearing fruit. He is hungry, He has just
walked approximately 2 miles, and He desires a fig.

It was not the season for figs, Jesus knew this.

He grew up in this area- He knew the seasons but He still wanted
afig.

He goes to the treeE..

A tree that looks healthy, a tree that looks lively, a tree that looks
as though it should bear fruit - a tree that is designed to bear figs.

EE. And He finds nothing.

It looks leafy, it looks healthy but it is not doing what it was
Designed to do or what He Desires of it.

It doesnOt matter if it is out of season or had once had figs -
Jesus wants them now and that is what fig trees are suppose to
provide.

Because of its lack of fruit He curses it and it dies.

The moral to the storyE..
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Just because it looks "fruitful”. )
Just because a church/a business/a life is leafyE

if it isnOt doing what Goddesigned it for and what Jesus desires
of it - it is cursed where ever and when ever He wants - regardless
of past history and regardless of itOs possible future.

It doesnOt matter if it was fruitful in the past.
It doesnOt matter if it had plans to be fruitful irthe future.
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Now lets look @ a temple ....,...

God loves people.
He has always a passion for people

God is not a God of partiality. )
God has always desired ALL of the nations to be HiskE..

Isa 56:6-7

6 OANd the foreigners who join themselves to thelord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

God is not into an exclusive club - it was never started that way
and it certainly was never meant to finish that wayE..

He has a chosen people, but that is based upon His choice, not
our exclusivity. He is the one who chooses who is in an out, not us.

Galatians 3:28-29

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave [1]
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

In the original temple there was never a division between foreigner
and Jew. Between priest and non-priest yes, but not between
those that came to worship.

There was division between leadership and laity, not based upon
favour WITH God, but function FOR God.

In fact the dwelling places for many years of the Ark of the
Covenant was a canvass tent, something that was available to be
seen and approached (within limits) by everyone.

Anyone could see the glory; anyone could approach within the
limits laid down.
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Solomon’s temple

Within the temple of Solomon, the God set in place a way and a
process by which He could touch and be touched by all man until
the full restoration of relationship could take place through Christ

He had provided a way for all of humanity to come to Him and
worship Him. To have as much free access as was possible within
the confines of the covenant at the time.

In fact in Solomon dedication prayer he made special reference to
and urge God to hear the voices of those that were not of the
nation of Israel:

1 Kings 8:43

43 hear in heaven your dwelling place and do according to
all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the
peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as
do your people Israel, and that they may know that this
house that | have built is called by your name.

The Jews have become known as an excusive people
| donOt know if God ever meant the nation to be nofinclusive.

In other words; if people felt drawn to Jehovah.
If people wanted to worship Jehovah
If people want to bring offerings and sacrifices to Jehovah

Then there was always access, there was always a way.
Herod’s temple.

However with the building of the temple by Herod at the time of
Christ by Herod became a little different.

The temple of Herod, had two courts, one intended for the
Israelites only, and the other, a large outer court, called "the court
of the Gentiles," intended for the use of strangers of all nations.

These two courts were separated by a low wall, as Josephus
states, some 4 1/2 feet high, with thirteen openings. Along the top
of this dividing wall, at regular intervals, were placed pillars bearing
in Greek an inscription to the effect that no stranger was, on the
pain of death, to pass from the court of the Gentiles into that of the
Jews.
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It was not written in the language of the Jews, but in the language
of the foreigner, the stranger.

It was written to clearly point out to a group of people, you are not
the same as us, we are special, you are not.
We will tolerate you, but not accept you.

The original plan had been departed from.
The original purpose unheeded b

The original reasons neglected,

The original grounds forgot. E.

Now outside the Court of the Gentiles the moneychangers
had set up shop...

The moneychangers operated in the Temple area (the Court of the
Gentiles), because all money given to the Temple had to be in the
Tyrian silver coin.

The Jews had no silver coins of their own

So the Temple Priests had to devise a practical solution.

They decided that the Tyrian coins were plentiful and of good silver
guality, and so they prescribed that the various Judean taxes could

be accepted only in Tyrian coins.

One of the taxes that they collected was the temple tax of half a
shekel that had to be paid by every male over the age of 20 years.

At Passover everyone who was an adult male and wished to
worship at the Temple would bring his "offering” or purchase a
sacrificial animal at the Temple.

Since there was no acceptance of foreign the moneychangers
would sell "Temple coinage” to all foreigners at a very high rate of
exchange and assess a fixed charge for their services.

These bankers who exchanged one nation's currency, or one size
of coin, for another where known as money changers.
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There two problems with these coins:

1) They br oke the first commandment because they had
engraved on them images of ancient leaders like Alexander
the Great on one side and on the other images of things
like Baal Dthe god of the Phoenicians or other images that
associated them with foreign gods.

2) These corrupt bankers while providing a necessary
service where charging an exorbitant fee.

Now think about the implications of this deviation from the original
planEE..

Let me say this in defence of itE.it all seemed very practical. It all
seemed to work at the time. It all seemed like the natural and right
thing to do. It was accepted by the people. It was popular with the
people. The religious establishment instituted it. There was never
any public out cry before Christ

Just because it is popular, doesnOt make it right.
So here are the implicationsEE
| am an Arab

| have just travelled hundreds of miles to come and worship
the God that my forefathers talked to me about.

| come just as | am.

| come with the currency of my land, the customs of my land,
the essence of who | am - a Gentile seeking, in desperate
pursuit of the God of Abram, Isaac and Jacob.

| come to the templeEE.

| cannot worship in the same court

| cannot use my currency to gain access

| cannot buy objects for sacrifice with my tender

| have to exchange

| have to change

| cannot come as | am

| don®t mind paying the taxD everyone pays the tax

But | am charged more
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| am charged interest because | am not a Jew
| am not part of the club
| do not have access to the house of the God of my fathers

A house | was taught was a house of prayer for all nations

Jesus was ticked offE.

It wasnOt about tax

It wasnOt about trade or commerce taking place Oln GodOs HouseOE
all of that was a necessity to help facilitate sacrifices.

It would make sense to sell animals for sacrifice D so that isnOt the
issue

Jesus was ticked because the very thing that the temple was
designed for was forgotten.

The very thing that He desired of it was neglected.

It was not bearing fruit; it was not meeting the original plan.
It may have looked healthy.

In fact it was the most lavish temple P ever built.
It made the original temple pale into insignificance.
It looked fruitful B it was full, lots of crowdsE.

But it was not doing what it was designed for or what he desired
of it.

Jesus was ticked because the religious people where putting a
stumbling block in front of people, stopping them from worshipping
freely, from coming to the Father openly, they where making them
jump through hoops to come to God.
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The hooker
Luke 7:36-39

36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he
went into the Pharisee's house and took his place at the
table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner,
when she learned that he was reclining at table in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38
and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to
wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of
her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him
saw this, he said to himself, OIf this man were a prophet, he
would have known who and what sort of woman this is who
is touching him, for she is a sinner.O

Let’s set the scene.....

Jesus is reclining on a pillow, on His left side, eating with His right
hand from a low table.

This women; Ba women who could well have been the women
who days before was dragged naked caught in the act of adultery
through the markets of Jerusalem.

She comes to Jesus, just as she is.

He is eating; she lies/kneels on the floor behind Him and starts to
kiss the most despised part of a Palestinians body D his feet.

She knew what was despised or not.

The feet where the most despised.

They walked threw dung and dirt all day Dthat is the power of the
act.

She starts to weep because of the act of grace that has been
poured into Her life by the Man in front of her.

She feels she is not worthy to kiss his face.
To kiss His hands, so she throws herself at His feet and sobs over
them

She sees that her tears have covered Him; She does what only
she knows to do.
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She unravellers her hair something Jewish women only did for
their husbands, something a prostitute only did for her clients and
she starts to wipe his feet.

She then takes the perfume. Perfume bought with money from sin
bit was her currency all that she had. Perfume that she may well
have used days before in her trade.

She came as she was and he accepted her offering and
immortalised her gift.

A qift of grace b ebbing backwards.

God never requires people to change before they come to Him; He
just desires that they come to Him to be changed

Jesus didnOt comment, Jesus didnOt caf@she came just as she
was and worship with all that she had. You see when Jesus looked
at her he didnOt see her brokenness, her failure or her sin, He saw
what she was designed for and what He desired of her.

] He didnOt make her pay a price,
] He didnOt make her stand separate
] He didnOt make her exchange currency (change who she
was at that point) in order to gain access to worship Him
1 Jesus just loved her as she was.
Jesus looked at her and He answered our riddIeE.
What does a fig tree, a temple and a hooker have in
common??

» God had a design; Jesus had a desire for each of them.

» And nothing was going to stand in His way in seeing that what
they lived up to their potential.

As it was for the fig tree, the temple and the hooker, so it is for you

God has a design and Jesus has a desire and nothing is going to
stand in the way.
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Redefining the church

When | am talking of @hurch,Ol am talking about that thing Jesus
has called you and me to build according to his design and desire.
When | discuss the apostle and the prophet, | am talking about
what God designed them to do and desires of them. When |
comment on this generation, | am talking about what | believe He
has designed for and desires of this generation.

Based upon the premise of design and desire, | would like to put
forward a fresh definition of what a church is and what its role and
responsibilities are supposed to be.

A church is...

A Christ-centered fellowship that meets regularly with a
focus on discipleship and outreach to the community within
which God has placed it.

A vibrant church being...
One that is seeing both numerical and spiritual growth. The
numbers of people in the church are increasing yearly
through evangelism, and the members are maturing
measurably in thought and deed as determined by the
elders of the congregation.

The role of the church...

Is to build a community of faith, hope, and love centered around
the person of Jesus Christ. @nd now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is loveO(1 Cor 13:13).
We, the church of the living God, have a responsibility to build a
community of faith, hope, and love for all the world to see.

Faith: God is who He says He is and can do what He says He can
do.

Hope: The missing ingredient in the majority of modern lives.
Love: With the destruction of the family, the only organization that
is able to teach and show the unconditional love of a father and

nurturing of a mother is His church.

You cannot have a Christian revolution outside of reformation
within the local church.
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The local church is GodOs chosen vehicle to touch and changehe
world.

The responsibility of the church...

In evangelism and discipleship ®e said to them, @o into all the
world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes
and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned@(Mk 16:15D16).

The great commission has two halves to it.

Different churches, different people, and different giftings put
different emphasis on it, but that doesnOt change it.

Your responsibility as a part of this body, His body, is personal
evangelism and personal discipleship.

Programs are a Western substitute for personal ownership.

The salvation of others and the turning of them into disciples is not
an institutionOs responsibilityit is the church®GN and you and | are
the church individuals who meet as the church universal on a local
level.

Why we do what we do?

Some people wonder why we do what we do

We have leaders and worshippers in our church.

Why do we ask the level of commitment that we do from our
leaders?

Because it will cost us our lives if we real want this
revolution/reformation within the church and within our
communities

Why do make it a part of our commitment to be at church
Wednesdays and twice on Sunday?

We come on Wednesday to get and on Sunday to give

We come to get discipled and we come to give others a chance to
hear the gospel.

fig tree, temple and hook&r.doc Pagel5of 17



We come on Sunday and we bring our faith, our expectation and
our friends and family

Why do we make it criteria of leadership that you must share your
faith and your testimony every 30 days?

To hold ourselves accountable to what we believe is acceptable b

namely that we be active in bringing OUR living Jesus to this dying
world
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