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Mercy

1 Peter 1:3

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,

Introduction

Back before time began a holy and a just God purposed in His heart
that He would share all that He was and all that He had created with
someone that He loved.

He purposed that He would create some one with the express
purpose of sharing His creation, an object of His affection, someone
that would and could share His love.

To worship someone means to
to love, admire, or respect somebody or something greatly and
perhaps excessively or unquestioningly

great or excessive love, admiration, and respect felt for
somebody or something
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God purposed in His heart that He would create someone that would
love Him exclusively, admire Him excessively and unquestioningly.

Someone that would worship Him. Someone that would enjoy Him
forever

This was not to be a one-way affair — far from it

This was to be a joint love affair

God would create someone that He would love excessively, that He
would admire and respect. He would make His crowning glory, the

greatest thing that He had ever made and ever could make.

He created mankind.
Our purpos e

Mankind was created for a divine purpose and that divine purpose
was to love God and enjoy Him forever.

To walk in the cool and calm of the evening, to gather together with
Him every day and celebrate the great goodness, the marvelous
goodness of all of creation. To enjoy what He had made for us.

But love is not love without a price.

Love is not love if you pay nothing for it.

Love is not love if it does not cost you something

Down through time mothers and fathers have paid with their lives to
protect children that they have loved.

Men have died for their wives, wives for their husbands.

Soldiers for their nation — no greater love as a man than to lay down
His life for a friend.

Love cost friend.

God said:
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As a sign that you love me exclusively, above everything else,
above yourself, above your own desires.

As a sign that you respect and admire me and admire me
above all of creation.

This one thing | ask as a sign of worship, this one price | ask
you to pay.

Enjoy it all.

| created it for you

I love you above all of my creation, | admire you above all else
that | have made...l will create away for you to show me and

express your love to Me.

And that way will be obedience, if you love Me, you will obey
me

You can not repay me, but you can thank me, you can love
me.. just do this one thing for me...do not eat of fruit of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.

Just obey me in this one area and | will know that you too love
me, | will put into place one law that will last for all time. | am a
good God, a loving God and a God of Justice.

| will not make this hard, difficult or unobtainable

Do just this one thing for me and in return we shall live together
for eternity loving and enjoying all that | can or will ever create.

The price that man had to pay was one simple ‘cost’ of obedience.

He had to not eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.
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All the rest of creation is for our enjoyment, but this one thing we
were asked to do...but one...as a sign of love.

The fall of man

Love is defined as satisfying others at the expense of self because
love desires to give.

Lust is defined as satisfying self at the expense of others because
lust desires to get.

IN the Garden of Eden, man made a choice

Mankind did something horrendous.

Mankind did something horrible.

Eve, then Adam did something for which we are still paying the price.
They chose themselves over God.

They loved themselves, their own passions, their own desires, their
own wishes over the One that first loved them, they stopped loving
God, because they stopped obeying God and they committed sin.
What is sin?

Augustine defined sin as: a word, deed or desire against the eternal
law of God.

John said in 7John 3:4 that sin is lawlessness.
You see God had just one perfect, simple law.

One thing that He asked mankind to do out of love, respect and
admiration for Him.

And we chose not to do it.
And this one act selfishness.

This one act of disobedience
Brought eternal consequences for all of mankind
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Romans 5:12
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because
all sinned

The world today is not the same as it was before Adam and Eve
made their choice.

You see back at the beginning of time man made a choice and that
choice was to love himself before the one that first loved Him.

The choice was to admire himself, before the one that created him.
He chose to love himself over the one that first loved him.

That choice was to prefer his own desires over the one that first
desired Him.

And this action, this choice corrupted our very nature.

The term the fall of man does not refer to a single act, but a change in
the fundamental character and nature of who we are

Romans 5:12
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men

Friend we are not the same as we were before the fall, our nature has
changed.

We have been corrupted.

The moral character of a man’s actions are determined by the moral
state of a man’s heart.

The core, the very heart of sin is unbelief.

To have faith in something means to trust it.
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Adam and Eve trusted the word of a serpent over the Word of God.
They had faith in what the serpent told them, they choose the
serpent’s words, and mankind and the world changed on that day
forever. They stopped believing God

Where there was trust, there was now unbelief.

Where there was relationship, there was now broken fellowship.
Where there was once open communication, there was now distance.

Again

We are not the same today as we were back there at the beginning of
time

But God is.

We Changed. God has not.

God is the same yesterday, today and forever.

That is pat of the challenge that we have when we come to look at
and try and understand the things of God, we try and cram the infinite
into a finite space and it is impossible.

Mankind has gotten so far from our original state that we attempt to
view the Word and God thought our corrupted window.

We try and behold the eternal with eyes that can only see the
temporal.

We forget this.

We have fallen so far
And He has never moved.
God is constant.

God is eternal.

God has never changed, will never change, can never change.
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He is our firm foundation.

He is a God of Righteousness
He is a God of Justice
He is a God of love.
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He is a God of Righteousness

Righteousness means to have integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness,
correctness of thinking feeling, and acting.

To be true to who you are, to the core of your being.

The English word righteous was coined by William Tyndale, who
remodeled the word after an earlier word rihtwis, which would have
yielded Modern English *rightwise or *rightways.

Righteousness is one of the chief attributes of God.

Its chief meaning concerns ethical conduct. It is used in a legal
sense; while the guilty are judged, the guiltless are deemed

righteous.

God'’s righteousness is the very foundation, the very cornerstone of
His faithfulness.

Ps 119:142*
Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your
law is truth.

It is because of who He is, that we can trust what He will do

A man’s word is the essence of his character, the expression of his
nature.

More than any other way, a man's integrity is shown by how he keeps
his word the true measure of a man is in his character, and integrity is
it's main virtue.

As it is with us, so it first was with God.

In Genesis He gave His word to Adam

God Said:

Genesis 2:17
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17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Or cease to be; the state that was, no longer is
God's word is His bond.

God's word is the expression of His nature.
God's word is the measures of His character.
God magnifies His word above His name.

God's word is the sole source of faith and the absolute rule of
conduct.

We trust God and have faith in God because He keeps His word.
Because of His integrity, because of His righteousness when man
chose to love himself more than God. When man chose to give his
affections to Satan instead of God, God response was predictable
and reliable, His wrath was poured out on all of mankind

Romans 1:18

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
Let us get on the same page as to “‘what is’ the wrath of God.
Oftentimes we misunderstand the term ‘wrath of God’, because we
tend to think of it in terms of the wrath in human beings.

Now this maybe very natural, but it is also very wrong.

Whenever you think of the wrath of God you probably think of some
kind of rage, you think in terms of a lack of control.

Such a thing in the character of God is unthinkable.
God does not fly off the handle.
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God does not lose His temper.

In fact history, the scripture and our personal experience tells us
exactly the opposite, that God is patient, sometimes, we think to
patient before He brings judgment and intervention.

The wrath of God mentioned here in our opening passage of scripture
means God's hatred of sin.

Def:
Wrath: Devine retribution for sin

Retribution: Something justly deserved.

Therefore the wrath of God simply put is God’s divine judgment and
justly deserved punishment against sin and all who practice it.

Now this term God'’s hatred of sin is a term we must use.

It is not a term that we find in our family happy words of life book, but
friend, God hates sin. Sin is abhorrent to God.

There should be no difficulty about the term 'hate’.
If you recognize love in God you must recognize hate also.

All that is opposed to God is hateful to God.

All that belongs to the realm of darkness and of sin and of Satan is
abhorrent to God.

What the wrath of God means is God's view of sin, God's hatred of
sin, compels God, leads God in His justice and His righteousness to
deal with sin and punish sin.

You cannot mix light and darkness.

You cannot conceive sin as existing in the presence of God.

God's holiness insists upon Him dealing without sin.
God must show His hatred of it.
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It is a part of His own holiness and His greatness and glory that He
should do so.

He has always been like this, He will always be like this, He is never
going to change in relationship to this.

| might get up one morning and decide that | don’t like gravity.

| might determine in my heart that everyone will feel better if there is
no gravity

So | proclaim there is no gravity

And me and my new group of followers all climb to the top of a great
cliff and proclaim our believe in the fact that there is no gravity and
jump off to prove it.

The result of that will be two fold.

1) the average 1Q of the planet would instantly increase because
2) we would all be dead.

We cannot be partial in our obedience to God and hope that in return
He shall be partial in His judgment.

God could never partially tolerate sin
God could never change His mind concerning His judgment towards
sin

He never has
He never will

We changed friend — God did not.
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He is a God of Justice.

Often when we talk of terms like righteousness, justice, mercy and
grace we gets terms and concepts confused.

Let me draw you a picture:

| have in this circle justice, all the justice in the universe

JUSTICE

Justice is defined as : righteousness, even handedness, fairness
The justice of God is therefore defined as the righteousness of God,
the fairness of God, the even handedness of God.
Now let me give you two more definitions:

Injustice and mercy.

Injustice is unfair and unjust treatment.
It is when a righteous person is treated wrongly.

Injustice is not justice; it is something outside of justice
Then there is mercy .

Mercy is when an injustice person, an offender is shown kindness,
forgiveness and grace.
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Mercy is not justice,
but neither is it injustice;

it is something that is outside of justice

It is non-justice
Injustice is a bad form of Non-justice.

No one likes an unjust decision against them
No one likes to be on the bad end of the wrong stick

Mercy is a good form of non-justice.
Now we all like mercy

We all like it when we DO NOT get what we DESERVE.

JUSTICE NON-JUSTICE

God never performs an injustice because He is incapable of being
bad, however God reserves the right of clemency.

God’s mercy is voluntary it is a sign of His love, His grace and His
compassion towards mankind.
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When we think of grace towards us
When we think of God’s mercy towards us

Do not try and think in terms of Justice, but think in terms of non-
justice.

We are not getting what we deserve.

We are not getting our just deserts.

We are getting what we DO NOT deserve
What we DO NOT qualify for

We are getting mercy

We are getting grace

We are getting forgiveness

We are getting a second chance

Not because we deserve it, but because the God who first loved us,
as never changed, has never relented has never changed HIS mind

He created us to fellowship with Him and because of His commitment
to us.

Because he gave His word to us, because He made covenant with
us, He has found a way to redeem us, to buy us back.
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He is a God of love.

Friend we changed.

Sin changed us

But God never changed.

He still loved that which He created, that which He first loved

And because of His undying love, His undeserving love, His righteous
love, his merciful love He made a way for us and that way was

through Jesus Christ.

You see friend, if you do not understand the dept of our depravity.
If you do not understand the depth of our problem.

Then you cannot possibility understand or appreciate the value of the
price paid.

What a price.
God Himself sent His son.

For whom?
For You friend

For you
1 Peter 1:3
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,

According to His great mercy he did what?
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He caused us

He choose us

He made us

He provided a way for us

He gave us a living hope

He caused us to be Born again

He provided a way for us to go back to the original covenant, to go
back to the original aim of our created order

You have a living hope.

A hope for heaven
A hope in this life

A hope tomorrow
A hope because He who first love us has never stopped loving us.

Do you understand that?

You may be sitting here today and you do not love Him.
How do you know you do not love Him?

Because you do not obey Him.

As it was in the beginning so it still is today

Regardless of what we did then or what we did yesterday or what we
will do tomorrow — He loves us.

We don’t deserve it and we can never earn it.
He died so we could posses it.

He died for you.
He rose for you

So that you could love him, honor him, respect him for Him

He restored what only the master potter could restore
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We broke it
We soil it
and Jesus Christ died so He could restore it.

What a price he paid — | hear people say : God doesn’t love us
because he judges us.

God judges us because of who He is

and God loves us because of who He is
and God died for us because of Who He is
It is all because of who He is.

Don’t fight with Him.

Don'’t kick against Him.

Love Him

Just love Him who first loved you
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