Salvation doctrine #5
Justification
Romans 3:9-25

9 What then? Are we Jews [1] any better off? [2] No, not at all.
For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks,
are under sin, 10 as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one,

11 no one understands;

no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless;

no one does good,

not even one.”

13 “Their throat is an open grave;

they use their tongues to deceive.”

“The venom of asps is under their lips.”

14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood]

16 in their paths are ruin and misery,

17 and the way of peace they have not known.”
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped,
and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For
by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over former sins.
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Justification is a judicial act of God in which He declares that He
regards those of us who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, as
righteous on the grounds of the work and merit of Christ. God
imputes and ascribes Christ's righteousness to us, and we rest on
that by faith.

Soitis alegal act of God pardoning sinners and accepting them as
just, or righteous, FOR Christ@ Sake not for your sake. You are not
justified by what you have done - but by what Christ has done.

Justification denotes, primarily, that an action in the law court
whereby a judge upholds the case of one party in dispute before him.

In the Hebrew law court, where the image originates, all cases
consisted of an accuser and a defendant. There was no public
prosecutor.

Having heard the case, the judge finds in favor of one party, and
thereby 'justifies’ him (if he finds for the defendant) . This action has
the force of ‘acquittal'.

Justification was a term and a concept used first of all by God
towards the children of Israel.

It denotes God@® action in restoring the fortunes of Israel, His
covenant people.

The great mistake we all tend to fall into with regard to justification, is
that we tend to think that justification means that we are made
righteous or good or upright or holy.

But that is quite wrong.
In justification we are not made righteous, we are declared to be
righteous - the thing is quite different.

To say that in justification you are made righteous is to confuse it with
sanctification.
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Justification is: God, as the Judge, who is responsible for
administering His own law, saying to us that with regard to the law,
He is satisfied with us because of the righteousness of Christ.

Justification is a declaratory act. It does not do anything to us; it
says something about us. It has no reference to my actual state or
condition inside; it has reference to my standing, to my position, to my
appearing in the presence of God. Now that is the Biblical doctrine of
Justification.

Justification is the opposite of being condemned.

The person justified is described as 'just’, @ighteous®this is not as a
description of moral character but as a statement of our status before
heaven(@ court.

Now remember those that have sinned cannot be accepted by and
cannot have fellowship with God. Why? Because God is light and in
Him is no shadow of turning. (1John 1:5)

According to Scripture B everyone who sins needs to make
atonement, but we all lack the power and the resources to do it.

This change in relationship make right b permanently B any previous
their previously estranged relationship and sees us included in the
family of God D (this ties into the concept of adoption).

James Packer says:

God's justifying decision is the judgment of the Last Day,
declaring where we shall spend eternity, brought forward into
the present and pronounced here and now.

It is the last judgment that will ever be passed on our destiny;
God will never go back on it, however much Satan may appeal
against God's verdict (Zech. 3:1; Rev. 12:10; Rom. 5:33-34). To
be justified is to be eternally secure (Rom. 5:1-5; 8:30).

This justifying sentence is God's gift of righteousness (Rom.
5:15-17), his transference of a status of acceptance for Jesus'
sake (2 Cor. 5:21).
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Summary

Justification: Pronounces that our sin is pardoned.
Justification in and of itself does not help you not to sin.
Justification is a declaration from God.

It is something that is done apart from our condition. Sin is pardoned;
it is a legal statement of fact.

Every Christian believer is justified to the same extent. No Christian is
more justified than another. We are all justified in exactly the same
way to exactly the same degree.

Let me give you an example.
The debt that we owe God can never be paid back. There is nothing
that we can do in our own strength or power.

You might see one man and judge his life and say‘(‘He owes God
$100Q and you may look at another man and say O'hat man owes
God $10,0000

The thing of it is, that it does not matter how much the men have
because the price owed is one million trillion dollars. In other words -
it can never be repaid. No matter how hard you work, no matter what
you do, you can never make it!

You see, God has to cancel the debt because the debt cannot be
paid.

This debt is equally cancelled by God for everyone who trusts Him,
who has faith in Him.

So we are all equality justified, we are all one in Christ Jesus.

Equally redeemed. Equally condemned. Equally justified.

Your justification is perfect and complete.

You and | are as much justified now as we will be before Him in glory.
How is this true? Because our justification does not depend upon us.
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You see our righteousness is the righteousness of Christ and you can
not add to that. His is a perfect and complete righteousness.

Justification does not stop at forgiveness. Justification and
forgiveness are not identical.

There are, however, many people who identify justification and
forgiveness; the whole Qust-as-if-Id-never sinnedGstatement.

You see Christ rendered a positive obedience to the law before He
obeyed it passively in His death upon the cross.

This means that, in addition to having our sins forgiven, we have
imputed to us, or to our account, or to our reckoning, the positive
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He kept the law, He
honored it, and therefore He is righteous face to face with the
demands of the law.

God puts that righteousness of Christ to my account.

In my account is no righteousness of my own, but Christ®
righteousness, that will never be depleted, can never run out, will
always be perfect before God.

Justification removes the guilt of sin; sanctification removes the
pollution of sin and renews us in the image of God.

The next RBC is Adoption

Galatians 4:4-5

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.

The root meaning of the word - and it is this: the placing of a son. But
in ancient languages it also came to mean something which it still
means with us, namely, the transfer from one family to another and
the placing of the one who has been so transferred as a son or
daughter in the new, second family.
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The Westminster confession says:

1. All those who are justified God graciously guarantees to make
partakers of the grace of adoption in and for his only Son, Jesus
Christ. By this act they are taken into the number of God's children
and enjoy the liberties and privileges of that relationship; they are
given his name; they receive the Spirit of adoption; they have access
to the throne of grace with boldness; and they are enabled to cry,
Q\bba, Father.OLike a father, God has compassion on, protects,
provides for, and chastens them; yet, they will never be cast off, but
are sealed to the day of redemption, and will inherit the promises as
heirs of everlasting salvation.

In Paul's world, adoption was ordinarily of young adult males of good
character to become heirs and maintain the family name of the
childless rich.

J. Packer points out that:

Paul, however, proclaims God's gracious adoption of persons of
bad character to become "heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ
(Rom. 8:17).

Paul teaches that the gift of justification brings with it the status
of sonship by adoption namely permanent intimacy with God as
one's heavenly Father, (Gal. 3:26; 4:4-7).

Justification is the basic blessing, on which adoption is founded,;
adoption is the crowning blessing, that is made possible by
justification.

This whole concept of adoption means that in and through Christ,
God loves us as he loves his only-begotten Son and will share with
us all the glory that is Christ's now (Rom. 8:17, 3 8-3 9).

Martyn Lloyd Jones describes it as:
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We can describe it, therefore, as that judicial act of God by
which He confers or bestows upon us the status or the standing
of children.

Now what are the benefits of this adoption?

First: if we have the Spirit of adoption, we have lost 'the spirit of
bondage again to fear' (Rom. 8: 15).

Second: we have been given a spirit of liberty.

In other words, we are no longer afraid of the law and its
condemnation; we are no longer afraid of death; we are enjoying
something of the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Thirdly: | would remind you that we receive this spirit of adoption
through the indwelling Spirit. To be honest we have lost sight of the
wonder and glory of this. It must come by revelation, not instruction. |
am praying that the Holy Ghost does this in us as a people.

Fourthly: because we have been adopted into God's family, we are
entitled to bear His name. We can say that we are the children of
God. We are members of the household of God. We belong to God's
family. God's name is upon us.

Fifth benefit is that we enjoy the present protection and comfort that
God alone can give, and the provision that He makes for His children.
'‘Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered' (Luke 12:7);
nothing call happen to us apart from Him.

Sixth: fatherly chastisements. That is the whole argument of the first
half of Hebrews 12: 'For whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and
scourgerth every son whom he receiveth’ (v. 6).

Seventh: heirship. 'And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ' (Rom. 8: 17). What a wonderful argument! It is
because we have been adopted into the family of God and are
declared to be children, that we are the heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ. The inheritance is certain.
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Eight: the security of our salvation.

Peter said @ou have been called to this 'inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you(1
Pet. 1:4), and therefore secure.

Paul has said the same thing in Romans 8:38-39: ®am persuaded,
that neither death nor lifeEsh all be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.Gf God has adopted you
into His family, if you are a child of God, your destiny is secure; it is
certain.
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