
 
From the Book When God Stepped Down From Heaven 
(The Hebrides Islands Revival of 1949 to 1952) 
By Rev. Owen Murphy 
Introduction 
 
When men in the streets are afraid to open their mouths and utter 
godless words lest the judgments of God should fall; when sinners, 
overawed by the Presence of God tremble in the streets and cry for 
mercy; when, without special meetings and sensational advertising, 
the Holy Ghost sweeps across cities and towns in Supernatural 
Power and holds men in the grip of terrifying Conviction; when 
"every shop becomes a pulpit, every heart an altar, every home a 
sanctuary" and people walk softly before God—This is Revival! 
 
 
God Is a Covenant-Keeping God 
 
"If this is true, we can enter into a covenant with Him, and, if we 
keep OUR part of it, then HE MUST KEEP His!" Has God given a 
"covenant promise" for REVIVAL? Immediately the words of God in 2 
Chronicles 7:14 came to them: 
 
    "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land." 
 
That night they entered into a solemn covenant with God, to take 
upon themselves the "burden" for revival for the community, to 
humble themselves, and to prevail in prayer UNTIL REVIVAL CAME! 
 
Revival Praying 
 
For months they waited; for months they gathered in the little barn 
three nights a week and waited upon God until 4 and 5 o'clock in 
the morning, determined to wrestle with God until the answer had 
been given. Then, one night, a young man, a deacon from the Free 
Church, arose from his knees and began to read Psalm 24: 
 



    "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand in 
His holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart—he shall 
receive the blessings of the Lord." 
 
"Brethren," he said, "We have been praying for months for revival, 
waiting before God, but I would like to ask you now: ARE OUR 
HEARTS CLEAN? In response to this searching challenge they fell 
upon their knees in confession, and rededication, and again began 
to travail in prayer, even more earnestly. they had PRAYED UNTIL 
THEY WERE EXHAUSTED! By five o'clock revival had come. The barn 
was suddenly filled with the Glory of God. 
 
Two Elderly Sisters 
 
That same morning, in a little cottage several miles away, lived two 
elderly sisters; one was 84 and the other 82 years of age. For many 
years they had sought the Face of God for revival and. knowing the 
others were waiting upon God, they had gathered around their little 
peat fire to spend the night in prayer. Suddenly, something 
happened! The Glory of God swept into their cottage. God then 
spoke to them, revealing to them the very man whom He was going 
to use—the Rev. Duncan Campbell, a Presbyterian minister, and a 
mighty man of prayer.  
 
    "IN TWO WEEKS," said the Lord, "I SHALL SEND UPON THIS 
COMMUNITY THE GREATEST SPIRITUAL AWAKENING IT HAS 
KNOWN!" 
 
A wire was sent to the Man of God, but when he received it and 
discovered that he was already booked up for another meeting, he 
replied: "It is impossible for me to come at this time, but keep on 
praying and I will come next year." When the reply was given to the 
sisters, they answered: "That is what man has said. God has said 
that he will be here in two weeks!" his next meeting was cancelled. 
(How amazingly God can overrule!)  
 
The first meeting was held in the old parish church. Many people 
had gathered in a great expectancy of a great "moving of God" but, 
strangely enough, nothing happened. It was just an ordinary 
service. Seeing the disappointment upon the preacher's face, one of 
the praying deacons came up to him: "DON'T BE DISCOURAGED," he 
said. "IT IS COMING. I ALREADY HEAR THE RUMBLING OF HEAVEN'S 



CHARIOT WHEELS. WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER NIGHT OF PRAYER AND 
THEN WE WILL SEE WHAT GOD IS GOING TO DO!" 
 
They went over to a near-by cottage, and about thirty knelt in 
prayer, and began to travail before the Lord. Three o'clock in the 
morning, God swept in and about a dozen were laid prostrate upon 
the floor, and lay there speechless. Something had happened! God 
had moved into action as He had promised; revival had come, and 
men and women were going to find deliverance. As they left that 
cottage that morning, they found men and women seeking God! 
Lights were burning in the homes along the road—no one seemed 
to think of sleep. Three men were found lying by the roadside, in a 
torment of conviction, crying for God to have mercy upon them! The 
Spirit of God was moving into action, and soon the parish of Barvas 
was to be stirred from end to end. 
 
Chapter Two 
Scenes of the Supernatural 
 
Buses came from the four corners of the Island, crowding the 
church.  
 
Seven men were being driven to the meeting in a butcher's truck, 
when suddenly the Spirit of God fell upon them in great conviction. 
and all were converted before they reached the church! As the 
preacher delivered his message, tremendous conviction of sin swept 
down upon the people! A young man beneath the pulpit cried out: 
"0 God, hell is too good for me!" 
 
As Campbell, was about to leave, a young man began to pray. 
Under a tremendous burden of intercession, he prayed for three 
quarters of an hour and, as he prayed, the people kept gathering 
until there were twice as many outside the church as there were 
inside! the meeting went on until 4 a.m. 
 
The moment people took their seats, the Spirit of God in awful 
conviction began to sweep through the church, and hardened 
sinners began to weep and confess their sins. 
 
Describing the scenes outside the police station, which reminded 
one of the amazing days of Charles Finney, and the Welsh Revival, 
Campbell declared: 



 
    "I saw a sight I never thought was possible. Something I shall 
never forget. Under the starlit sky, men and women were kneeling 
everywhere, by the roadside, outside the cottages, even behind the 
peat stacks, crying for God to have mercy upon them!" 
 
 Nearly 600 people, who had been making their way to the church, 
when suddenly the Spirit of God had fallen upon them in great 
conviction—like Paul on the way to Damascus causing them to fall 
to their knees in repentance! 
 
Duncan Campbell conducted four services nightly; in one church at 
7 o'clock, in another at 10, in a third at midnight, and back to the 
first one at 3 o'clock,  
 
Drinking Houses Closed 
 
Within 48 hours the drinking house, usually crowded with the 
drinking men of the village, was closed. Today, it is in ruins. 
Fourteen young men, who had been drinking there, were gloriously 
converted. Those same men could be found three times a week, 
with others, down upon their knees before God, from 10 o'clock 
until after midnight, praying for their old associates and the spread 
of revival. It was in this village that within 48 hours nearly every 
young person between the ages of 12 and 20 had surrendered to 
Christ, and it was reckoned that every young man between the ages 
of 18 and 35 could be found in the prayer meetings. 
 
Prayer Brings Fresh Power 
 
In BERNERAY things were very difficult as the stream of religious life 
was very low., churches were empty and prayer meeting were 
practically nil. In view of this, a wire was sent to the praying men of 
Barvas to come and assist in prayer, and bring with them Donald 
Smith, the 17-year-old boy to whom God had imparted the 
amazing ministry of prayer. Halfway through his message, the 
preacher stopped, and called out: "Donald, will you lead us in 
prayer?" Standing to his feet, he began to pour out his heart before 
God in agonizing intercession for the people of the island, and 
reminding God that He was the great "Covenant-keeping God." 
Suddenly, it seemed as though the heavens were rent and God 



swept into the church. People everywhere were stricken by the 
Power of God, as the Spirit swept through in great convicting power. 
 
Outside, startling things were taking place. Simultaneously the 
Spirit of God had swept over the homes and area around the village, 
and everywhere people came under great conviction of sin. 
Fishermen out in their boats, men behind their looms, men at the 
pit bank. a merchant out with his truck, school teachers examining 
their papers, were gripped by God and by 10 o'clock the roads were 
black with people, streaming from every direction to the church. As 
the preacher came out of the church, the Spirit of God swept in 
among the people on the road. as a wind. They gripped each other 
in fear. In agony of soul they trembled, many wept and some fell to 
the ground In great conviction of sin. Three men were found lying 
by the side of the road. In such distress of soul that they could not 
even speak - yet they had never been near the church! 
 
So tremendous was the supernatural moving of God in conviction of 
sin, not a home, not a family, not an individual escaped fearful 
conviction, and even the routine of business was stopped that the 
island might seek the Face of God like Nineveh of Bible days. The 
town was changed, lives and homes transformed, and even the 
fishing fleet, as it sailed out into the bays, took with it a Presenter, 
to lead them in prayer and singing of hymns. 
 

Chapter Three 
Supernatural Features of the Visitation 
 
1. The Holiness and Presence of God 
 
2. Conviction of Sin 
 
Chapter Five 
The Secret of the Visitation of God 
 
 
1. FAITH IN A "COVENANT-KEEPING" GOD! 
 
2. HUMBLING THEMSELVES BEFORE GOD! 
 
3. TRAVAILING AND PREVAILING IN PRAYER! 
 



Every revival that has broken upon the face of the earth has been 
preceded by the people of God upon their knees travailing before 
God. 
 
 
CONDITIONS OF REVIVAL COVENANT 
(2 Chronicles. 7:14) 
1. HUMBLING:  "If my people will HUMBLE themselves…" 
 
This will consist of humbling before God: before others, and before 
SELF. Included in this process will be deep, honest heart-searching, 
heart confession; turning from sin, forsaking of habits; restitution 
for wrong doings, and complete rededication to God and His work. 
2. PRAYING:  "…and PRAY..." 
 
By absolute faith in the certainty of God KEEPING His PROMISE; 
travailing before God in earnest prayer, ever declaring before Him 
His COVENANT PROMISE, UNTIL He hears from heaven! This praying 
will not depend upon the amount of support received from others 
who join you, neither will it be influenced by those who REFUSE to 
join you. Its basis will be the solid fact of GOD'S COVENANT 
PROMISE that: 'if WE will...then HE will hear from heaven!" 
3. TURNING:   
 
"…and TURN from their wicked ways…" 
 
 
 
 


