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Peace

Isaiah 9:6-7

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called [2] Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government
and of peace there will be no end

The Desire for Peace

The promise of most national political leaders and the hope of all
religious leaders is expressed with the words: peace and prosperity.
And the reason is simple. ThatOs what we all want. We want a
peaceful life, so we can prosper.

Peace is the foundation for prosperity and progress.

When peace is taken away, progress and prosperity stop, because
when conflict comes, your resources are diverted from progress,
investment, capital expenditures and prosperity to conflict and mutual
destruction.

When thereOs conflict, you lose the progress youOve made in the past.



If a country is under strife and war, it cannot make progress; it canOt
advance new technology; it canOt develop itOs infrastructure so it can
become more fruitful and more profitable, because the resources are
being used to destroy or protect itself or mutual destruction.

If you were a little business owner in the streets of Beirut, Lebanon,
or Israel or Irag and you are not involved in Hamas or Al Queda and
all you wanted to make a good living for your family and pay for an
education and give them some reasonable.

You canOt prosper and you canOt have progress if peopleear
continuing to blow each other up and blow up neighborhoods.

How about in a marriage? If a marriage is filled with strife and conflict,
contentiousness and youOre at war, then ultimately divorce occurs.
ThereOs a liquidation of assets, at least a dividig of them. ThereOs the
paying of attorneys, thereOs child support, and the progress that you
did make, and youOve now lost it because thereOs conflict and not
peace.

So itOs a losdose deal.
A country thatOs under war and strife canOt prosper.

A marriage that is at war and strife can not prosper
A life, a business that is continually at war and strife can not prosper.

Mark 3:25

25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be
able to stand.

John Binkley said yesterday PWhen traveling from your prison to your
promise, there are always trials and testing.

Trails and testing produce character and lead to promises, but strife
robs you of your peace and robs you of your future.

Galatians 5:19-26



19 Now the works of the flesh  are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21
envy, [1] drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn
you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit /s
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, and self-control; against such things there is no
law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let
us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one
another.

Strife means bitter or violent conflict, and it is a manifestation of the
flesh and not of the spirit

Peace is the manifestation of the Spirit.

Strife is something that we produce,

Peace is something that the Spirit of Christ produces in US.
Strife is a manifestation of who we are.

Peace is a manifestation of who He is.

ThatOs why God wants us to have peace.

He made provision for peace. He sent heavenOs prince of peace, and
His purpose in sending Jesus Christ was to bring peace first between
God and man and then between each other.

So peace in the biblical definition is in a person, not in conditions
around you. ItOs in Jesus Christ. God wants you to have peace
through Jesus Christ.

Isaiah declared him in our text to be the prince of peace, and of the
increase of his peace, there shall be no end.



He doesn®have peace. He is peace. HeOs the prince of peace. It is
not something He does; it is someone He is. It is a part of His very
nature.

So what is Peace?
Philippians 4:4-9

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.

5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is
at hand;

6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice
these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Paul says itOs indefinable; it is beyond our understanding.

We donOt know how it works; we just know tht it does work.

Clarke in his commentary says it is the harmonizing of all appetites

and passions.

So what does this Peace do?

1tOll keep your heart and your mind.

The Greek means that it the peace of God will Oprotect by military
guard from hostile invasionO



Wesley, in his commentary, says that the peace of God will guard,
like a garrison does a city, your hearts affections.

You wonOt be anxious.
You wonOt be contentious.
You wonOt be troubled.
You wonOt be afraid.
YouOll be at peace.

It will guard your heart and mind.

So, if you have it, itOs good, and you know it.
If you donQt, itOs bad, and you donOt know it.

And sometimes when you donOt have it you feel like you are going
crazy, because you are restless, upset, you lash out, you say things
you regret and do things you regret.

And the enemy wants you to lose your mind over anything.
He doesnOt care what it is just as long as you lose it.

He wants you to quit your marriage, quit your job, run out on your
kids.

People have done all of this. And they look back with all regret
because they donOt know why they did it. It was a moment of devil
inspired insanity, because they had no peace and they were trying to
do anything they could to get some.

Now, there have been a lot of attempts to define peace. Most
definitions describe peace as, OThe absence of conflict.O So they see
peace as the absence of something, like not having any problems.

Others see peace as harmony, where everybodyQOs getting along.
ThatOs peace. Or peace is defined as calm state of mind.

Still others define peace as being fulfilled, not wanting anything.



The Bible description of peace would be something like this: It is the
perfect love of God, the presence of God that casts down; scatters;
that drives away all fear. (1 john 4:18)

Where does Peace come from?

Isaiah prophesied that Jesus is the Prince of Peace
James says all good gifts come from above (James 1:17)

Peace, true peace, a peace beyond understanding, comes down from
heaven from the awareness you have a father above and that HeOs
with you and will never leave you and never forsake you.

The first step on the way to true peace is to experience and accept
the Prince of Peace as Lord and Savior in your life.

Not companion.
Not sometime golfing buddy.

But Lord and Savior.
A house divided against itself will fall.

Lord of all or nothing at all.

James 4:4

4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with
the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Without a savior, my sin separates me from God, and the Bible says
IOm in enmity or war with God.

| donOt know about you, | donOt want God to be my enemy.

So we have through Christ peace.



He died on the cross.
He took my place.
He paid for my sin.
He pleased the father.

The wrath of God has been turned away from the sin that is my life.

| surrender, and | give my life to Jesus, then thereOs no more war
between the father and me.

ItOs through Christ I have peace.
So thereOs no more anxiety and internal war going on.
IOm at peace with Him.

What does this peace mean?

Does this Peace mean and absence of war?
Does it mean an absence of conflict?
Does it mean an absence of storms?

No

It means serenity and trust in the midst of them.

Phil 4:

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.

It was in Philippi that Paul and Silas were beaten.
And it was to the Philippians church that Paul wrote this letter from
prison awaiting his death.

It is a peace beyond understanding.
Regardless of what is happening



In spite of what is happening.

Paul, in jail, made the choice to be at peace.

Rick Godwin said: @ think to appreciate peace, maybe you have to
experience some storms. You really can’t appreciate something until
you’re without it.”

There are all kinds of storms.

Some of you have been through the storm of cancer, open-heart
surgery, financial loss, death of a loved one, loss of a child, marriage
storms.

Some people respond with a Peace beyond understanding Dthe
Peace of God.

Some lash out with a spirit of strife and turmoil and try and blame

God. That is a manifestation of the flesh and is a result of stress and
pride.

Before we look at how we get peace, let’s look at what causes us
to lose our peace

The first thing that robs peace is Pride.

Not all the storms we face are physical.

DidnOt we read in James earlier on:

strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
envy,

All of these were fruits or manifestations of the flesh?

If strife is the opposite of peace, then what cause strife, what
produces strife in our life?

Pr13:10 *By pride comes nothing but strife , But with the well -advised
is wisdom.



Strife and contention come of only by pride.
Not sometimes.
Not occasionally.

Only by pride; nothing else but pride.

Listen to me church.

My leadership team.

My staff.

Listen to me.

Pride produces contention.

Contention robs Peace.

Christ is the Prince of peace because he was the servant of all.

If control produces strife. It is a result of pride and pride leads to a fall.

When you get puffed up.

Arrogant.

Contentious.

You cause strife because you are prideful

When you want to justify your stance.
What happened.
Why it happened.

When you are trying to protect your turf
Your reputation
Your pride.

You have just made the conscious decision to be proud and forfeit
peace.

If you fight with a skunk, you may win, but you are still going to stink

If you are known for your stink.
If you have a reputation for your contention.



If every week your boss has to sit down and listen to you smelly
attitude, at some point in time, people get tired of having a skunk
around.

Jesus is the prince of peace.
Are you a warmonger or a peacemaker?

If Bob and Mary have a problem, and Bob and Ralph have a problem,
and Bob and Susie have a problem, rest assured Bob is the problem.
Because wherever he goes, he stirs up strife and contention.

You talk about peace being the foundation for prosperity, if youOre a
contentious person, youOre going to be fired. YouOre going to be let go.
If you canOt bring peace, even if youOre &alted and smart and very
good at what you do, if you offend everybody and make it hard to

work with you, there will come a time where what you bring to the

table will be out weight by what you take form the table.

The second thing that robs peace is selfishness.
James 4 says
James 4:1-3

4:1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among
you? Is it not this, that your passions  [1] are at war within
you? [2] 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not
have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive,
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

1tOs all about me.
We are raised in school and in society to thing that you are the most
important person in the room.

You want to know why marriages fail?
Because two refuse to become one.



When | was young and stupid | would rather fight with my wife than
make love to my wife.

| was stupid, because 10d rather be right than have peace and be
happy.

| hope some of our young married couples will get smart quicker than
we did.

And it is just that; there are just not many things not worth fighting
about, not worth creating hell in the midst of a home that ought to
have peace. 10d rather be happy than be right about all these
nonessential issues.

Does that mean sheOs right.
No. | just couldnOt be bother fighting anymore.

It is selfish and prideful.

So how do we move from strife to peace?
How do | get peace?
First, there is peace with God. ThatOs when you receive Jesus Chsi.
Second is the peace of God.
So how do we get the peace OF God
1. Peace is not based upon external conditions.

False prophets said to Israel: OPeace. Peace.O But God says, OThey
prophesize falsely when there is no peace.O

There are many false prophets.
There are many false paths, and there are many false promises to
peace.

for many people, drugs, methamphetamines are a path to peace.
For others, itOs alcohol.
For others, itOs some form of sexual activity.



Some believe if they just had more stuff, theyOd have peace.
The fact is, whatever your escape is, itOs just temporary.

It may make you feel like you have peace for a little while, but it
evaporates. It doesnOt produce what it promises.

Be anxious for nothing. Strife comes from an external condition,
peace from an internal condition.

2. Peace is a person

And you can find him and meet him at the cross where He died for
your sins in order to make peace for you with the father, he paid the
full price of your sin, he conquered death, hell, and the grave. You
can find him in prayer, and Scripture says, you can cast all your care
on Him, because He cares for you.

You can know Him, therefore you can know peace. You can
know his presence. He said He would never leave you or forsake
you. HeOshot just at church, but even in the valley of the shadow of
death, a lawsuit, a bankruptcy, a partner walks out and wants a
divorce, you will fear no evil for He is with me.

3. You have to trust God to be your fortress — let go and let
God...

It is an old 600s Jesus movement saying, but it is true.

Proverbs 16:7 says, OWhen a manOs ways please God, God makes
even that menOs enemies to be at peace with him.O

So God wants to be your fortress. God wants to be your
protector. God wants to hide you from the turmoil going on around
you. He wants to be the eye of the storm youOre in. His name is
Jehovah Shalom, the God of peace.

4. Be a peace maker

Where ever possible be at peace with all men, Paul said.



Now some men you cant.

Some men you just got to ignore them, walk away from them, sue
them.

But where possible.

Whenever you can swallow your pride and selfishness, be at peace.
5. Let Jesus speak to your storms

Prayer is praying GodOs word in GodOs presence.

Jesus spoke to the storm and it was still.

You do the same

Allow the Word of God to be your guard and governor

Jesus spoke to the disciples: OFear not. DonOt let your heart be
troubled.O

He spoke to a raging sea in Galilee. He stood up in a boat that
He wasnOt afraid, the disciples were. He ®od up, and he said,
OPeace. Be still.O And it went flat as glass.

You see, HeOs not the author of confusion and conflict and strife
and contention. So whatOs your problem?

You need a good, healthy dose of peace if life is going to move
forward, if your marriage is going to move forward, if your
relationships and your children are going to move forward.

6. Dwell on peaceful things.
Phil 4:

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.



TurnNthe news off.
DonOt go to the movies for a month.

Stay home and have dinner with your family
Come to church and worship

And remember why and with whom you fell in love.
Build bridges with your kids, donOt blow them up.
7. God desires peace.

Peace, Scripture says, is in a person.

YouOve got to know how to capture and walk in GodOs peace, no
matter what storm is raging around you.

Peace. Jesus said: OPeace | leave with you. My peace | give to you.
Not as the world gives. Let not your heart be troubled. Neither let it be
afraid.O

See, it wasnOt just what Jesus said, it was who He was. 1tOs what He
gave off.

God wants you to carry that peace because you carry Him, the prince
of peace.
Peace is a key to progress and prosperity in life.

People gravitate to peace.

Peace is the key and foundation to progress and prosperity. People
gravitate to peace.

They may not gravitate to your religion.
They may not gravitate to your testimony or your personality or your
appearance.



Peace is an inner condition not an outer condition. If enough of us
have it as an inner condition, then it can become an outer condition
where we are.

Now, why does God want you to have peace?

Because confusion, conflict, strife and division is the tool of the
enemy. He is the accuser of the brethren.

It is the weapon of your adversary.

If he can confuse you, if he can make you lose your calm, if he can
make you anxious and fearful, he can hurt you, because strife
destroys.

God wants you to have peace because peace is the foundation of all

progress and prosperity. It wonOt get better for you until your soul gets
peace, gets still.

A great leader is one whoOs calm under stress. [tOs very rare and
valuable.

You have a choice. Peace or strife?



