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Just Keep Turning Up
Summary

Over the last couple of weeks we have been looking at what it is to
walk in the Blessing and Favor of God.

We talked about the difference between luck and blessing

We talked about how your life will never be lacking in new and fresh
opportunities and there are five clearly identifiable steps to living a life
that is continually producing God-inspired opportunity:

(1) Desire

(2) Decisions
(3) Position
(4) Endurance
(5) Initiative

All of this material is available for you on the web site.

As is our morning webcast and our replay of the morning service.
Use this for your own study.

Go over the teaching.

Send a link to a friend.
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Send a link to everyone in your in box.
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Introduction
Psalm 34:1

I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in
my mouth.

At all times, continually.

David faced opposition. Went through tragedy. Faced persecution.
Had good times, difficult times, in-between times, and yet he says, ‘I
will bless the Lord at all times.”

All times, continually.

Continually: with great frequency, without stopping or interruption.
David was saying, I'm just going to keep turning up.

Psalm 84: 4,

“Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your
praise!”

Not occasionally.
Not when they feel like it
Not when things are going well for them

Do you know one of the greatest keys | know to winning out in life, to
living a life of opportunity, to seeing the promise of God fulfilled in
your life is to just keep turning up.

Some people just stop turning up.

They breath.

They occupy space, but they are not encaged, they are not ‘there,,
they stop turning up.
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As simple it is, often, the person who wins out in life or enjoys God-
given opportunity is just the person who is the last man standing.
They just kept turning up.

Perseverance will always outlast persecution.
Perseverance will often outlast and outshine talent.

You can have all the talent in the world, you can be the most gifted
musician, but if you stop turning up, your not going to be able to play.

You can be the greatest business mind of the century, but if you stop
turning up to work, you will end up getting fire.

| have shared many times how the only thing | could do as a young
Christian, was just turn up.

| could put out chairs.

| could straighten chairs.

| could stack chairs,

| could un-stack chairs — | was the chair guy.
Me and chairs -we had it down.

You know in life, it's amazing how many people miss out on the
miracle.

God can work a miracle in an instant.

God can work a miracle in a moment, but many people miss their
miracle opportunity because somewhere along the way, they just stop
turning up.

Thomas was away from church the day that Jesus turned up.

He had found an excuse.

A whole bunch of people declined the masters invitation to the
wedding because of other things that they felt were more important.

In life you will always find excuse why not to be present in your
family.

There will always be pressures that will try and hold you down and
hold you back. There is always going to be something, especially for
anyone who is trying to do anything.
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Winners do not focus on what they are going through, but going to.
Champions are not those that never fail, but those that never quit.
But if we just keep turning up, there’s no telling what God can do.
When times are tough and blessing seems to be else where - just
keep turning up

Eph 6:13 says

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm. 14 Stand therefore,

Having done all to stand.

Sometimes in the battle of life, you feel like you are to worn out to
pray. Your to hoarse to pray.

You don’t know what to pray any more.

Or what to do.

But we all have the ability to stand.

To turn up and just stand.

Stand in the strength of God and based upon the character that God
has put in us.

The weapons of our warfare, that are not carnal, but mighty as
describe in Eph 6, are issues of character.

The Spiritual warfare crowd make them out as if they are a series of
spiritual gymnastics that you have to go through every morning in
order to face the world.

Of the six items list, one is for attack, the others for protection and
defense.

We have the word to attack the enemy, and we have our character to

defend against the enemy. Paul is talking about how to stand in the
midst of an evil day and against evil forces.
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It has nothing to do with spiritual dances. Nothing to do with lycra
glad ladies with banners twirling. And it has a whole lot to do with
truth, righteousness, readiness, peace , faith and salvation.

All of which are internal and all of which have to do with your
character.

They are to do with who we are in the midst of our daily battle.

Gal 5:22-24

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires

Patience, peace, self-control are all virtue — but in all honest we see
it as a virtue of old woman or weak men.

Patience means:

the ability to endure waiting or delay without becoming annoyed or
upset, or to persevere calmly when faced with difficulties

the ability to tolerate being hurt, provoked, or annoyed without
complaint or loss of temper.

For me patience is a virtue of strength and a sign of faith.

Do you trust the one in whom you are waiting for?

Do you have the determination that having done all that you can do to
stand till this point, can you stand just a little more?

Believe just a little more?

Hope just a little more?

Trust just a little more?

That is patience.

It is a virtue.

But it is far from weak

And is not the country of old men, but men and women of valor.

The Apostle is talking about standing against an evil day.
An evil occurrence or situation and he said — just keep standing.
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Just keep turning up.

Heb 10:25

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

The writer of the book of Hebrews said:
The days are evil, some don’t place a value on meeting together, but
now more than ever — you have to just keep turning up!

The devil, he’ll try to use all sorts of means to try to stop you from
turning up, he will do everything he can to have you run form church
in a time of crisis and not run to church.

It is poor doctrine and the height of arrogance to say that you have no
need of fellowship, because you are saying that you are above the
created order of things.

| believe in church.
| can honestly say that | have not meet a Christian that is living a full
and complete life and is not a vibrant part of a vibrant church.

| didn’t say attend a large church. | didn’t say worked in a small
church.
| said was a part of a vibrant church.

| believe that church is a key part to you walking in the fullness and
blessing of God'’s favor and grace.

This morning | want to share with you some of the things | see in
people who just stop turning up to church
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No. 1 was the other side of the fence.

The first reason people stop turning up is the other side of the fence.
The grass is greener on the other side of the fence.

Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want. He leads me
beside green pastures, still waters.”

When the Scripture talks about temptation, it talks about being drawn
away and enticed by your own desires. And you know, it literally
paints a picture of a mirage. It's talking about being enticed by
something that’s actually not like what it looks. It’s like a mirage.

It's not really there.

Many people in life, they go looking for the green pastures and the
still waters, but | believe, it goes on and says, “He restores my soul,” |
believe if that the green pastures and the still waters are on the

inside.

And so don'’t allow, somehow, the belief that the grass is greener on
the other side of the fence.

Because it never is.
You take your demons with you.

You don’t need a new church, a new wife, new kids, you need Christ
to make you a new man, a new woman.

Just keep turning up. Let the word do the work.
Lance — freedom from Masonic curses.

Steve Hooper delivered from addiction.

People delivered from pornography.

Marriages restored?

How what amazing program.

Tenacity, patience, turnupability and the word do the work!
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No. 2, the backside of the desert

first is the other side of the fence,
the second thing is the back side of the desert.

The Bible says, Exodus 3:1, that Moses went to the back of the
desert, to the back side of the desert.

Pretty well as far from the green pastures and the still waters as you
can get.

He went right to the back of the desert.

And sometimes in life, people stop turning up, when they’re in the
wilderness, when they’re in the dry time.

But in the middle of the wilderness, Moses came to the mountain of
God.

We can so easily allow dry times to discourage us, somehow cause
us to make a backward step. Stop us from turning up.
And I've got a word for you this morning.

Just listen to the word of the Lord: Just keep turning up.

You don’t feel like it.

You don’t want to.

You don’t know if you can worship or love again, or believe again.
You feel betrayed and let down.

That's OK. Just keep turning up.
Get out of bed.

Drag yourself to church.

And e will hold your hands up
We will stand beside you

It's amazing what can happen if you just keep turning up.
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No.3 that stops people from turning up is their side of the story.

No. 1 was the other side of the fence.

No. 2 was the back side of the desert. In the middle of tough times or
dry times, when it seems like God is silent.

No. 3, their side of the story.

Acts 8:32

Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was

this: OLike a sheep he was led to the s  laughter and like a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth.

You ever felt misrepresented?

You ever been through the pain of feeling like you were misquoted.
Maybe you went through a marriage breakdown and people believed
the other person’s side of the story, and you felt so helpless.

And perhaps in some other life situation, you feel like you’ve been
misrepresented, and everything inside you is screaming to get your
side of the story out.

You feel like you don’t ever want to be around people again.
You want to hide behind the walls of your house. Lock yourself in and
be safe.

Isn’t it amazing, when Jesus was treated unjustly, He said not a word.
He died for justifying himself.

And | believe one of the great keys to just keep turning up is to know
how to die to your side of the story.

there are people here, if you in your situation will die to your side of
the story, and just keep turning up. God will answer you, God will
deliver you, God is faithful. And it's Him who justifies, and there’s
nothing like God being your vindication.
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No.4 that stops people from keeping on turning up is the wrong
side of 30

Life is all about seasons. When you’re young, in a way you're
carefree. | mean literally care free. When you’re young, you often
don’t have the responsibility of a relationship or a marriage or kids or
career or business.

You don’t have all of that, and it is so easy to give everything, all your
energy, all your heart, all your soul into serving God.

People come to church, fall in love, get mortgages, careers, kids and
then all of a sudden those people that God has radically blessed and
encourage now seem to be to busy for Him.

Their life was turned around in church and now all they do is stay at
home.

Or if they do show up, they never really turn up. They just use up air
and take up space.

They draw back from the things of God.

Oh | understand the season of life, but for me, if you get married and
have kids that is when you need to start pushing into the things of
God and not away from the things of God.

Not going to church because of the kids is an excuse, not a reason.
Not going to church because of work and being tired, it is an excuse,
not a reason.

| was away for our first anniversary, | traveled 36 hours from south
Africa, we went to a hotel for the night, | gave her a ring | had made
for her, | fell asleep in my clothes and got up and went to church.
Why?

Because | wanted to honor God for my bride.

And | knew if | started making excuses for not going to church, |
would always find excuses for not going to church.
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But it is my bday? So? Your older, uglier and fatter, you need to be in
church where people will be nice to you.
Bring a cake — we will make fun of you, where family.

Go out Tuesday night, Thursday night, Monday night or Saturday.
We cant go out Saturday, | have to go out with the biys.

Can go out Tuesday, Lost is on.

Cant go Monday, she goes to kickboxing

Cant go Friday, because the game on.

The only night | want to sacrifice is church

Right. Good. At least your honest. The real reason is not that that is
your only night, just that everything else in your life is more important.

| have more respect for an honest man with different priorities than
me, than a last man who tries to lie to me.

Come here smelly from work. Bring a plastic sheet to cover the chair
— we will give you a garbage bag. Hey come here and sleep.

AND every time you do it — you are saying to your son or daughter,
God is more important than my comfort. Daddy will honor God

regaurdless of how he feels.

People look at others getting married, having kids and say ‘what
about me, | got to start looking for a husband’

They start doing the clubs and bars, and then they shag some guy
and wonder why he wont come to church.

Hey you didn’t find him in church, you isn’t going to get him to start
coming to church.

Girls if he is not passionate for God before you start sleeping with
him, he isn’t going to change his mind after.
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No. 5, the dark side of you.

The Scripture talks about laying aside every weight and the besetting
sin that easily ensnares you. It's the stuff that somehow it traps you
the easiest.

And sometimes, people won’t work on character things, on areas of
weakness, and that’s the thing that stops them from just keeping on
turning up.

We all have a darkside, we all have areas in our life that we need to
work on and over come.

If you say to yourself “I am not going back to church till | deal with my
anger problem — Jesus will come back to earth, before you come
back to church.

The bible says

Ecclesiastes 11:4
He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards
the clouds will not reap.

If you are waiting to get perfect, before you get right with God,we are
all going to be waiting a long time.

So you made a mistake?
So you have a past?
So you have issues?

Welcome to church, it is a place filled with people who had issue just
like you, but now have victories.

Don’t allow the dark side of you from tunring up to church.

You will never beable to walk in all that God has for you, if you give in
to your base elements and sin nature.
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This brings us to No6 reason people stop turning upE The
alluring side of sin.

Proverbs 23:17

17 Let not your heart envy sinners,
but continue in the fear of the Lord all the day

How long? All the day. How long? All the day. How long? All the day.

Men who make a truce with sin live in misery

Sin always promises to serve and please, but in reality it always
enslaves and dominates. The torment of the temptation to sin, is
nothing to compare with the torment of the consequences of sin.

Sin is pleasurable for a moment. For a moment. Sin is pleasurable.

If sin wasn’t pleasurable, we wouldn’t do it. If sin was like doing tax
returns we would never get it done and we would still be in the
garden of eden.

And we can somehow and sometimes allow ourselves to get things in
our spirit that can draw us into lifestyle things and into lifestyle
choices and into issues that will cause you to stop turning up.

And we can get pulled into it, and we can get caught up in it and
somehow think it's not affecting us. And | think it's time that we said
enough is enough, and we learned how to change the channel or turn
the off button on the television and don’t let stuff constantly feed our
spirit that is entirely the opposite of what we say stand for and what
we profess to believe.

And if you won'’t do that, the alluring side of sin can pull you right in
there.

You Got to look after your inner person.

You got to look after your inner man. You've got to feed it. You've got
to sustain it.
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And it's the simple things, the things that maybe we can take for
granted like time with Jesus, like time in the word, a daily devotion,
the things that will keep building your life.

No.7 causes people somewhere alon g the way to just stop
turning up, is the wrong side of the bed.

Anyone live with anyone who every now and then seems like they got
out of the wrong side of the bed?

If you live your life angry, if you live your life irritated and annoyed,
you know that can be the very thing that literally puts you in a position
where somewhere you will stop turning up.

And I'll tell you why. It's because anger always projects in a way
where we think other people and other things are the problem.

Listen, the only one to blame for you not turning u to church is you,

not your husband, not your wife, not your kids, not the devil, not the
tax man. You.
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