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Things That Hinder the Blessing and Favor of God

For the last few weeks we have looked at what it is to walk in the
blessing and favor of God.

In the coming weeks | will look at walking in the peace of God.

We have talked about how
Luck is something that happens to you.

Blessing is something that you abide in.
It is something that God bestows you.

We talked about how opportunities have either just passed you or
theyOre coming towards you and you need to prepare for them

In the coming weeks we shall look at walking in a peace beyond all
understanding, regardless and despite circumstances.

We will also talk about walking in divine favor, what it means and the
responsibilities that come with it.

This morning | want to, as we often do take a little different tack and |
would like to look at things that hinder the favor and blessing of God.
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We hear lots of teaching on walking into our destiny, but little about
what keeps us from our destiny. There are things that we do that
make a life and there are things that we do that can break a life.

Next week, God willing, 1 would like to consider 7 signs of a false
prophet. | worked for a gentleman once that would not allow you to
saying anything that good be perceived as negative in his presence.
He believe that things were not bad for you, they just were not good
for you.

| believe that drinking arsenic as an effect on your body that goes
beyond it just not being good for you. And sometimes it is good to
stop and assess whether or not what we are putting into our spirits
goes beyond merely Ojust not being good for you® and has become
down right toxic.

Turn to the book of Haggai with me:

Haggai is a short little book, second only to Obadiah in brevity among
Old Testament books.

As a summary;,

It consist of four strong and terse sermons that were delivered with a
single objective and it accomplished its intended effect.

The work on the temple had ceased, and the people became more
concerned with the beautification of their own houses than with
the building of the central sanctuary of God.

Because of their misplaced priorities, their labor was no longer
blessed by God.

Only when the people put the Lord first by completing the task He
had set before them would His hand of blessing once again be upon
them.

Introduction

God blesses those who walk in faithfulness - He shows favor to those
who favor Him.
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| don't know about you, but | love to be around people who have the
favor of God!

There is something of the exuberance of Christ about them. And they
have a settled peace. You don't have to worry from one day to the
next whether they're up or down, because there is a steadiness about
their walk with God.

There is a sense of excitement, they are eager for the things of God.

| am not saying just eager for church, but eager and passionate for all
that God has and wants for them.

One of the greatest sorrows a pastor has to bear, however, is to
witness the awful changes that take place in Christians who go sour.
These are believers who at one time were on fire for God, dedicated
and zealous for His work. They were happy, blessed, growing in faith,
maturing spiritually.

Then one day you began to sense that something had gone wrong. A
frown had replaced their smile. Suddenly they'd stopped growing.
Spiritual decay had set in!

You see it happen in marriages.
You see it happen in young people and older folks.
People who donOt know better and people who should know better.

People who are so full of joy, excited about the Word of God, always
putting the Lord's work first.

When | see them | say to myself, "There goes one who will never quit
and never grow stale. They are determined to go all the way with the
Lord!"

Yet, sadly, some of these zealous believers begin to change. They
start missing church, whereas they used to come to every service.
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Making excuses instead of finding reasons. And a sad, dour look has
swept over their face, The blessing of God is no longer there - you
can almost see it draining out of them!

How does that happen to people?

How do they go from having the touch of God on their lives to nothing
going right for them and losing it all?

Remember what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, yet
loses his soul. Friend you can Ohave it allO yet have nothing.

We all know people who have been like that, maybe you have been
there yourself.

Everything looks good on the outside, everything has potential and
yet nothing seems to be coming together. It does matter what you do,
how hard you work, how diligently you save, you never have enough.
Yet all the time you remember a season where life was different,
where things where different, you have lost the favor of God and you
just donOt know what to do.

The nation of Israel.
No nation was blessed like Israel was blessed

Around 2000 BC God proclaimed that he would make Israel a great
nation (Gen 12:2) .

This selection was not based upon what they could do for God, but
rather what God wanted to do for them.

In fact it says:
Deuteronomy 7:6-8
6 OFor you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The_ord
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured

possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any
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other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you,
for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the
Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt.

God bestowed His favor on these people not for size or education, or
good looks, but rather because He loved them. He had chosen them.
He was going to use them to bring forth the messiah.

Yet here we find them years latter and they are struggling.

They have going from being a people who knew the blessing and
favor of God, the purpose and calling of God and now around 520 BC
we find.

They have gone form a nation that was
Deut 28:2-6

2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God. 3 Blessed shall
you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 4
Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your
ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds
and the young of your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket and
your kneading bowl. 6 Blessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out.

To a nation that was now experiencing this:
Haggai 1:6
6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you
never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You

clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns
wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.
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How do nations, families, individuals lose the blessing and favor of
God? What causes this fall into ruin and shame? Haggai lists three
reasons for this:

1. Self-interest replaced God’s interest.
2. They looked to the past and not to the future
3. They allowed themselves to become defiled.

1.  Self-interest had begun to replace God’s interest.
Haggai 1:2

2 OThus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has
not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.O

This scene took place sixty-eight years after Solomon's temple was
destroyed.

A remnant had returned to Jerusalem out of Babylonian captivity
specifically to rebuild God's house. And, indeed, they laid the
foundation of the temple with zeal and excitement!

But then they began running into some hard places - difficulties,
discouragements. Slowly, they lost interest in the work of God. They
said, "This just isn't the time - we're having too many problems.
Besides, we're spending so much time here. We're neglecting our
families and our businesses."

One by one, they walked away to look after their own interests. And

the Lord's interests - which had everything to do with their own well-
being - became secondary!
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They began building their own houses. And they used the lumber that
had been stored up to build the temple - all the beautiful cedar that
had come from the mountainsides.

When Haggai came on the scene, he heard the pounding of nails and
saw houses going up everywhere. Then he went by the house of God
- and it was being neglected! Nobody was working on the temple!

Some of you may wonder why | am such a big advocate of the local
church, it is because it is the ONLY institution delegated by God to

build up the body of Christ.

Every ministry, every Christian endeavor is suppose to building the

local church.

Not dragging people out of churches to conferences or concerts. Not
trying to fill their heads with nonsense, but filling it with the word and
a commitment to the local church.

Just because somewhere along the way people stopped building the
local church how it was suppose to be build, does mean we should
stop trying!

believers today lose the blessing and favor of God? By stopping work
on His temple! It happens when we stop praying and seeking God -
when we stop building up His spiritual body!

Scripture says that if just one member hurts, the whole body suffers. |
know if | bang my finger or stub my toe, my whole body reacts - even
my head feels it! Therefore, if you're not doing your part in building
Christ's house - if you're not seeking Him with all your heart - then
you're hurting the whole body. You're even hurting the Head, Jesus!

Here is the problem Haggai points out: When the people put God's
interests first, He provided their food and shelter. Indeed, they were
cared for by Him in every way: Their vineyards grew, their grapes
were heavy. They slept peacefully at night, and their children danced
in the streets. None of their enemies prevailed against them. It was a
marvelous time of God's blessing. But then the people became
absorbed with their own interests!
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Now, God is not against our providing for our household.
We are to be diligent in our daily work and business.

But the Israelites had stopped doing God's work completely.
Self-interests had possessed their every thought!

Today, many Christians come to God's house and just sit. They never
do anything to build His body. They're too concerned about their own
careers and families - too busy with their own interests!

They come to take, not to give.

We live in a society that understands that selfishness and self interest
sells. We are here for you. You are important to us. It is all about you
baby!

Not it is not. It is all about Christ and it is all about them.

| am not the most important person in the room Byou are.

But here is the thing Byou are not the most important person in the
room Dhe is, she is etc

This is what it means to prefer one another.

Now | have been wounded, hurt, let down, | got a boo-boo an
emotional scar.

Hey that is fine. Healing takes time.
But really, 3 years? You have to recover three years before you will
go on a roster once a month?

My life is so stressed; you donOt understand the pressure | am under.
Ok, so, your life is so bad you can stand at a door and greet people?
You cant sit on the floor and color in with a 4 year old?

You cant come into the church and clean for two hours once a
month?

The key friend is good air in and bad air out B you cant do that any
longer, your problems are over.

You have to stop finding excuses why not to do things and start find
reason to do something.
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2. They looked to the past and not to the future
Haggai 2:3

3 OWho is left among you who saw this house in its former
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes?

In a few short weeks, the enthusiasm of the people soured into
discouragement; the elders remembered the glory of Solomon's
temple and bemoaned the puniness of the present temple.

Regret is an emotion that is in the most part useless. It is a sadness
or a longing for something that was once there and now no longer is.

A lost relationship, a lost opportunity, a lost chance.
It is neither remembrance, which is the honoring of someone or
something;

and it is neither repentance which is recognizing you have done
something wrong and changing your ways.

Regret is just this useless feeling that is based upon comparisons.

Christianity is no about competition or comparison, but about the
completion of the calling of God on our lives.

What was, what could have been, | am not good enough.

| read about great men and woman of God, | see their holy fire for
God - getting up at 4 and 5 in the morning, praying six and eight
hours a day, never speaking a foolish word, consumed with the Word
of God. They appeared so holy, so godly. And me | am such a loser.
| see a billboard and | lose my sanctification.

| get on 114 and | am calling down fire from heaven on everybody
around me.
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Sometimes we can look back on life and we can regret a whole
bunch or things we have done but never repent from them, never
God to God apologies and change our ways.

They remember what they once had. They looked at what they
currently had and they lost all passion.
3. They allowed themselves to become defiled.
Jewish law said:
Numbers 19:13
13 Whoever touches a dead person, the body of anyone who

has died, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle
of the Lord

There was a time when the children of Israel would come looking for

10 measures of wheat, there where 20, when you came looking for
20 measures of wine, there were 50, now the situations is reversed.

Haggai 2:16-17

16 how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty

measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat

to draw fifty measures, there were but twenty. 17 | struck you

and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and

with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the Lord.

Now things where reverse, there was never enough.
They had allowed the world and the culture to defile them and get
between them and God and no mater how hard they worked, how

hard they tried, they always seemed to be one pay check away, one

bonus away from moving from barely enough to more than enough.

If you have a touch of the world - a tinge of compromise, a desire a
besetting sin thatOs pulling at you that is a touch of death And it's
going to cost you the blessing and favor of God!
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Haggai posed another question to the people:
Haggai 2:12

12 OIf someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and
touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of
food, does it become holy?0OO0 “Ehpriests answered and said,
ONo.O

Haggai pictures a priest carrying home a cut of sanctified meat from
the altar of sacrifice. The prophet asks: "Does that holy meat transfer
holiness to his garment? When he puts it on his table at home, does it
communicate holiness to any of the other food there?" The answer
was an emphatic, "No!"

Here is Haggai's point: Being around holy things does not transfer
holiness to you!

These Israelites thought the land itself was holy, so living on the land
made them holy. Likewise today, many Christians convince
themselves they are right with God as long as they come to His
house. They think that through the sanctifying praise and prayers of
God's people, somehow the holiness of God will be transferred to
them,

Coming to church, paying your tithe, giving to the poor does not make
you holy Byou can still all of those things and yet still not see the
favor of God.

So how do you turn this situation around?

Only when the people put the Lord first by completing the task He
had set before them would His hand of blessing once again be upon
them.

Haggai acted as God's man in God's hour, and his four short degrees
that allowed the children of Israel to turn the whole situation around.

This temple would go from being small in their sight to being the basis
for the Great temple that Herod would complete
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The temple that would house the incarnate form of God every time
that Jesus would walk through itOs doors.

Friend what you hold in your hand, the situation that is now set before
you is the greatest opportunity that you will every have available in
your life.

What you do with it today will determine the harvest that you will reap
tomorrow.

The four calls that Haggai gave were

1 The Call to Completion (1:1-15),

[1 The Call to Courage (2:1-9),

1 The Call to Cleansing (2:10-19), and
[1 The Call to the Chosen (2:20-23).

A Call to Complete God’s House (1:1-15),:

GodOs temple is no longer a single building in the middle east.
It is the church of Jesus Christ

You and | are called to build it.

Some of you would sayEthat is ok, your paid to do that, the fact is, |
am not.

| do not pull a salary from the church per say.

| pour my life into the local church, you people, because | believe in
the local church,

| believe that the local church at itOs worst is better that anything
going.
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And | believe at itOs best it is a force for Christ on the earth that no
man can stop.

We all have a role to play.

We all have something that we can do.

Find reasons to find a place to belong and a reason to pour your life
out for something beyond yourself.

Some of my favorite self interest excuses:

a) | stopped going to church because no one was friendlyE.where
you friendly, did you say hello, invite someone for coffee Bif that ever
happens come see me personally .

b) I am not giving to God because He did meet my need Byou buying
something you donOt need with money you donOt have is not nedalit
is greed.

c) you donOt understand my painE.yeah what ever.

d) youOre not compassionate enougtb no | just donOt like listening to
you being pathetic.

You got yourself into this mess at least have the courage to admit it is
your fault and God had nothing to do with it Bthrow yourself on His
mercy and maybe He in His good pleasure will deliver you from
yourself.

e) You donOt support my ministryp Happy Hands is not what we are
called to do. But you can still come to church and running Happy
Hands ministry at home, you and all your friends.

Or is what your saying is that | wont cater to you, therefore you wont
come to churchE.so in fact it is still all about youE...
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Now this sounds harsh, but we have all gone to churches where this
goes on and it drives us all crazy

If you want to spirit dance with your dove tambourine, go out into the
carpark after church and knock yourself out Bit is not going to fly in
here.

A call to courage (2:1-9)

Some people have asked was | ever discouraged when | would just

look at 12 people in our living room B truthful answerEyes, for a little
while, but then | would get my eyes off what | was going through and
look again at what | am going to.

Sometimes the most courageous people are those that just keep
turning upEwhy because they are putting their faith in GodOs ability to
change the seasons of their life.

They trust that All things work together, the good, the bad and the
very ugly.

A call to Cleansing. (2:10-19):

Some of you say well | now a woman and she is having an affair and
goes to church and she never seems to have a problem.

When mankind first sinned, the effects where not immediately visible,
they did not immediately die.

Judgment was passed immediately, but to all intense and purposes
they still lived long healthy lives etc.

It is GodOs grace that withholds His hand, not His slackness.
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Call down judgment on no man, let God be God and hold your
tongue, but by the grace of God you are saved, alive, kicking and
prosperingEallow God to deal with eh=ch man, each woman in his
own good time.

Listen friend, there is no such thing as a secret sin.

If you are actively, willingly, deliberately encaged in things that bring
shame on the cause of Christ, you will be fully aware of it.

For GodOs sake and your ownE.stopE..for what ever a man sows,
that shall He also reap.

Sow to reap good, not judgment.
A call to the chosen. (2:20-23):

Haggai singles out Zerubbabel and tells him that through him whole
nations will be over thrown and the enemies of God defeated.

| sincerely believe that that is the power of the gospel.
The power to change nations.
How to you change nations?

One life at a time
One church at a time.

If you want to see GodOs favor return to your life:

Build GodOs house

Have courage.

Live an uncompromising Christian Life

And be patient Byou are Chosen and we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love Him, to those who
are called according to His purpose.
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