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The Favor and Blessing of God, Part 2
By Dr. John A. King

James 1:17

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change.

We started last week by looking at how God given favor gives us God
given opportunities.

Last week we looked at:

What is the difference between luck and a blessing?

WebsterOs dictionary defines luck as the Oa force that brings good
fortune or adversityO.

As we often do: let us first start with looking at the negative - What
favor and blessings are not:

[ Limited to money
1 Limited to material or positional gain
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1 Limited to when times are good
1 Defined by what we have or have not

Does blessing include those things?
Yes.

1. The Issue of Wealth
Monetary wealth is only one piece of the puzzle of life.
Real or total wealth is determined by the level of your ability to live

out your dreams and achieve your goals, regardless of whether
others consider them practical or outrageous.

Money is a tool, not a goal.

There always needs to be a reason for your prosperity.
A purpose for the acquisition of wealth.

Having a bigger church facility to house more people doesnOt cut it.
That is a consumer mentality, not a kingdom mentality.

The job of the church is not to house more people, but to make
disciples of all nations and sometimes that is best down with the

investment of assets, not the concentration of assets.

| am just not sure that the big box church model does anything more
than build better bigger box churches.

| personally donOt think that it builds bigger Christians, it attracts
bigger Christians, but | donOt think it builds them.

There must always be a point to our prosperity.
God is not coming back for a large church, but a holy one.

| believe His preference is a large, holy church, but if HE needs to
make a choice He has already made it.
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2. The Issue of Failure

Most of us were never taught that failure is a matter of choice and
perspective, just as success is a matter of choice and again
perspective.

3. The Issue of Success

To succeed, you will constantly find yourself sailing uncharted waters,
doing things you have never done before but if you want any more
from life than mediocrity, that's where you'll have to go.

The person who never made a mistake, never made anything.

Your life will never be lacking in new and fresh opportunities and
there are five clearly identifiable steps to living a life which is
continually producing God-inspired opportunity:

(1) Desire

(2) Decisions
(3) Position
(4) Endurance
(5) Initiative

(1) Desire

James 1:14-15
Man is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his
own desire and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it

gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full grown, brings forth
death.

WWB - part 4-4.doc Page 3 of 15



A. The first thing you need to know about desire is that it has a
creative ability.

Godly desire also conceives,

and give birth to Godly dreams and ambitions

that grow into Godly accomplishes.

The fruit of Godly desire is Godly accomplishment.

Faith is stepping out, believing to receive what God wants.
Presumption is stepping out believing to receive what we want.
Faith steps out in obedience to a word from God.

Presumption steps out hoping for a word from God.

Faith is based upon what God says.

Presumption is based upon what we say.

B. The second thing you need to know is that God gives you
desires.

| need to stop here just a little bit. | didnOt get enough time to look at
this fully last week. And | know this area is a major challenge to some
in the church today.

Psalm 37:4 - 6

4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires
of your heatrt.

5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.

6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your
justice as the noonday.

But note this verse is conditioned. And progressive

1. David says that when your delight is in the Lord He gives YOU
the desires of YOUR heart.
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Some would argue that our desires, our wishes, our dreams have
very little to do with God's plan for life.

| just donOt agee.

| was created the way | was created, with the passions that | am
passionate about.

Now outside of redemption, they will manifest in someway and never
for GodOs

| am not talking about a hedonistic Oif it feels good do it@pproach to
life.

| am talking about redeemed dreams and redeemed desires.

Before | was saved | had a passion for flying, writing and speaking. |
had been involved in dramatic endeavors, public speaking Ba range
of things. All with our meaning, all without a sense of cohesion,

But in Christ, they all came together.

In Christ | came to understand that they were gifts given by God for
His greater purpose to be used for His greater glory.

2. These are your desires and are conceived in your heart.
Desires of your heart mean the request of your inner being.

GillOs reflection on the nature of desire is:

Such as are according to the will of God, and for the
good of his people
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| think GillOs reflection is importantFor the good of His people.

| donOt believe that a Christian shoul look primarily at the gifts of their
life as for the good of themselves. Service should always ultimately
be the fruit of salvation, as it is the fruit of mission.

We have a mission in life as Christians and that will involve service.
| am hesitant in using words like service.

If | say service and you hear spiritual abuse and manipulation,
because of your previous church experience.

That is neither what | am saying, nor what the Word says at any point
in time.

But letOs stop and consider that while.

Let us stop and consider the fact that every church you have
attended has Odone you wrongO

a) This is not that church, so please leave your baggage at the front
door.

b) If I am really doing what | feel to do because it is for God and His
kingdom, then | will reap according to what | sow.

| give finances to God and they mismanage them, then | still reap the
benefits. How? Why? Because | sowed them unto the Lord.

Why do we do acts of service?
Public recognition?

To makes us feel valuable?

To bring attention to ourselves?
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To address some inner need for prominence?

| donOt know what drives you.

But if it is NOT a desire to serve God and do His will and fulfill what
He as for your life, then it will open you up to being disappointed and
let down.

Disappointment arises from unmet expectations.

If you are expecting the wrong thing from the wrong people, then you
will always be let down.

However if you are sowing into the things of God for the right reasons
then you will never be let down, because your perspective is the
kingdom and the king.

3. Your way must be committed to the Lord.
4. You must trust him.
5. He will then act.

You must first commit, and then trust, then He will act.

A lot of people sit around waiting for God to act so that they can trust
Him, then commitment to Him.

If you commit your way to the Lord and your delight is in Him, the
desires of your heart WILL line up with God's plan. You wonOt have to
be concerned if you are in GodOs will becaus you will see Him act in
everyway and everyday.

C. The third thing is that there is always a price attached to a
dream.
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Things of great value cost a lot.

You will pay with your pride to preserve your marriage Bif you value
it.

You will pay with your life to protect someone you love Pif you value
them.

So moving on to our second area in positioning ourselves for
opportunities in 2008.

(2) Decisions
Right desire leads to right decisions
Deuteronomy 30:19

| have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing,
therefore choose life.

Right desire precedes right decisions.
And right decisions put us in the right position to take opportunities
that lead to the fulfillment of our destiny.

All our life, Beccy and | have strived to make the right decisions.
Sometimes they have been easy, sometimes hard. Sometimes
obvious, sometimes not so obvious. But we have made choices and
have endured and enjoyed the consequences of those choices.

Sometimes those choices have been right, sometimes wrong.

Often people try and blame the devil or bad luck for the
consequences of there decisions.
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Satan can only work in our lives to the deqgree that we allow him. With
God-filled DESIRE we will make God-inspired decisions.

And God-inspired_decisions position us for wonderful opportunities.

The devil can not rob your joy or shipwreck your faith.

1 Timothy 1:19

19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some
have made shipwreck of their faith,

How do you shipwreck your faith?

By steering it onto the rocks, or by allowing it to get swept onto the
rocks.

Either way it is a result of positioning and allowing yourself to be
positioned.

Many of the difficulties that you encounter can be traced back to

decisions you have made.

King David is a prime example of a wrong desire leading to a wrong
decision that had a disastrous outcome.

Just like one bad decision can destroy a lifetime of God decisions.
BUtE.
One right decision can end a lifetime of bad decisions.

Walk close to the Lord and allow Him to give you the desire that will
direct your decisions and determine your destiny.
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(3) Position

Right desires, lead to right decisions that lead to right
positioning

One of a sportsmanOs greatest gifts is his sense of position. The best
sportsmen are always in the right place at the right time. Just as the
ball arrives he appears in the gap and makes the break which wins
the match.

He has an uncanny sense of position.

In Matt 25 :1- 13 Jesus tells the story of ten virgins.

When a bridegroom knocked on the door five of the girls were ready
to be introduced to him, they had positioned themselves, but the
other five had not.

They didn't have any oll for their lamps and had gone to buy some.

A bad decision.

While they were out the bridegroom arrived and they missed out on
the celebrations.

Their decisions and desires did not position them.

Their lack of foresight had them in the wrong place at the wrong
time.

Your posture is important for positioning.
Do you come expecting for the Word? Eager to Worship?

WWB - part 4-4.doc Page 10 of 15



You sit in the back waiting for something to happen?
Do you think about getting ready for church?

| love walking in on Beccy in the morning or afternoon just before
church. Praise and worship is on, or the bible on CD is playing. Or

she may have her devotional book out.

Oh she only does that because you are the pastor BbBeccy has
always done that. Beccy has always prepared herself for church.

You only go to church because you like church.

We went through a period of nearly 9 years were we had no church
that we liked or we could call our own.

But we went to church.
We went, we contributed, we waited, and we positioned ourselves.

We position ourselves for breakthrough.

We knew that we could not be in a place to meet the bridegroom if we
were not where we knew the bridegroom could come and visit us.

Just as right desire and right decisions put you in the right position
the reverse is also true.

King David's decision to be on his roof caused him to be in the wrong
place at the wrong time. And the result was unfaithfulness which led
to murder.

Every decision has a consequence.
Every action has a reaction. | take no decision lightly; church has

never been just something we do. | honestly believe our life as
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Christians need to be built around church.
The right church and for the right reasons.

You position yourself with:
(a) Relationships Bwith each other and with Christ.
(b) Being prepared B They had trimmed their lamps and they had
purchased the oil.
(c) Paying the price B They had purchased the oil themselves.
(d) Attitude B They were ready. Yes, they dozed, but you can
afford to when you are prepared.
(e) Saying No Pt is not what you say yes, but sometimes what
you say no to.
(4) Endurance

So now you find yourself with a desire, you have the dream, you have
positioned yourself, but it's still not happening.

Hebrews 6:12

That you do not become lazy but imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.

Endurance is the refusal to surrender and the refusal to surrender
brings the promise. There must be a commitment to endure in the will
of God. Endurance produces promised opportunity. Endurance builds
stamina. Stamina strengthens you to continue.

Hebrews 10:36

For you have need of endurance so that after you have done
the will of God you may receive the promise.
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Don't look for short cuts or the easy way out. Keep making the right
decisions built on the right desires.

Character is formed through endurance.
Romans 5:
3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance pr oduces
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not

put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

If you believe you are on the right course in life, continue to apply
faithfulness and patience and you will inherit your promise. "But I've
prayed and I'm not seeing the answer. What should | do?"

Having done all to stand b stand.

(5) Initiative

Right desire leads to right decisions.

Right Decisions lead to right positioning.

Right positioning is rewarded when we apply endurance.

And endurance must be coupled with initiative.

The fifth step to living a life of God-inspired opportunity is initiative.
Initiative makes things happen.

Genesis 1: 1
In the beginning God created. . .
Now that's initiative!
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Don't fear initiative and entrepreneurialism.

If the foundation is your relationship with God, initiative will be
inspired by God. | believe He wants us to be resourceful. Use the
gifts that God has given you.

Some people reject any thought of creativity, even though we're
made in the image of a creative God. A lot of Christians reject an
entrepreneurial spirit as being worldly.

Faith without works is dead.

You have to step out and attempt what you believe that God has
called, and asked of you.

How do | know if it is His Will?

GO BACK AND LISTERN TO THE BEGINNING OF THE
MESSSAGE

2 Thessalonians 1: 11

With this in mind we constantly pray for you that our God may
count you worthy of His calling, and that by His power He may
fulfil EVERY GOOD PURPOSE OF YOURS and EVERY ACT
PROMPTED BY YOUR FAITH.

It's His power and His calling, but it fulfills every good purpose of
yours and every act prompted by your faith.

If you are going to reach the abundant life available to you, you must
not sit back and do nothing, Owaiting for GodO. He's waiting for you.

We must build into our lives a DESIRE for God-given
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opportunity. We then commit ourselves to making DECISIONS
which line up with our DESIRE. With this combination in place,
we are then well POSITIONED for opportunity. ENDURANCE
keeps us committed to our course and with INITIATIVE we
inherit the promised opportunities of life.
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