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The Creation of the World 
 
We have been dealing with it in the doctrine of angels, where we saw 
that God created the heavens as well as the earth; and now we are 
looking at the creation of the earth and all that is in it. 
 
So now we will have a look at Creation proper  
 

Genesis 1:1-31 
 (1)  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 (2)  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 
 (3)  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 
 (4)  And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness. 
 (5)  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 (6)  And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 
 (7)  And God made the expanse and separated the waters that 
were under the expanse from the waters that were above the 
expanse. And it was so. 
 (8)  And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
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 (9)  And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." 
And it was so. 
 (10)  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 
 (11)  And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 
each according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so. 
 (12)  The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is 
their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 
 (13)  And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 
 (14)  And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for 
signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 
 (15)  and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light upon the earth." And it was so. 
 (16)  And God made the two great lights--the greater light to 
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. 
 (17)  And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give 
light on the earth, 
 (18)  to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
 (19)  And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 
 (20)  And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens." 
 (21)  So God created the great sea creatures and every living 
creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 
 (22)  And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth." 
 (23)  And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day. 
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 (24)  And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
according to their kinds--livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. 
 (25)  And God made the beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 
 (26)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth." 
 (27)  So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. 
 (28)  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth." 
 (29)  And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
 (30)  And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food." And it was so. 
 (31)  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. 
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There are certain general points that need to be made by way 
introduction.  
 
First , we are not given ,in the Word, a full detailed account of 
creation and yet we can confidently claim that the account which we 
are given is wholly accurate.  
 
The Bible claims that it is from God.  
It is no myth, fable, no fantasy or fairy tail.  
 
We read in  
 

Hebrews 11:3  
3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the 
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things 
that are visible. 

 
God gave an account of the creation to Moses or someone else; 
Because we donÕt know the author of Genesis some believe it is 
Moses, so It is not man's ideas or theories.  
 
However the biblical account does not, claim to explain everything. 
 
Its with some others of doctrine we must have faith Not to read 
beyond scripture. 
 
Second , we must be clear about what creation means.  
 
Berkhof defined it asÉ - 'That free act of God whereby He ... in the 
beginning brought forth the whole visible and invisible universe 
without the use of pre-existing materials, and thus gave it an 
existence distinct from His own and yet always dependent on Him'   
 
Now there are those that believe that matter itself is eternal; that 
there has always been matter while others believe in the 
spontaneous generation of matter and its spontaneous development.  
 
But the biblical doctrine is clear: God made everything out of nothing.  
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That all things are here because of Him. And without Him there is 
nothing.  
 
The world has a distinct existence but it is always dependent upon 
God.  
 

Colossians 1:17 
 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 
 
The third general observation  is that the Bible does not give a 
reason for creation.  
 
It did not happen as the result of a need in God; there was no 
necessity for it. Neither was it because of His love. It was a free act 
according to His will and glory and, ultimately, we do not know the 
reason why. 
 
God wanted to create, so he did. 
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SoÉ what DO ES the Bible teach?  
 
First, it tells us that creation was the work of the triune God.  
 
In general it is attributed to the Father, but Scripture makes it clear 
that it is also the work of the Son. We read in: 
 

John 1:3  
All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

 
Colossians 1:16 
-For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things were created through him and for him. 

 
Creation is also the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Genesis 1:2  
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 

 
So it is the perfect work of the Three-in-One - out of the Father, 
through the Son and in the Holy Spirit.  
 
Second, we must see what the Bible teaches us about the time 
of creation.  
 
In the Bible's opening words, it says , 'In the beginning God.'  
 
We are told in many places that there is no time with God and that 
the world and time started together.  
 
Now all this means that there was a beginning, but when we come to 
the questions: What was before? or, Why did it happen when it did?, 
our only answer can be that we do not know.  
 
No one knows. Scripture does not tell US, Neither Christian fiction or 
scientific fiction knows.   
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So as our third area of creation lets look at what we do believe. 
 
What do the words of the bible use to describe creationÉ reveal?  
 
ÒGod createdÓ  True to Genesis 1:1  
 

First  is bara' which means calling into being without the aid of 
pre-existing material.  

 
This word is used only three times in Genesis 1, and only of God's 
activity in the Old Testament.  
 
Bara' is never used in connection with existing material and always 
describes divine activity.  
 
See Genesis 1:1, 21, 27.  
 

Second  is 'asahÕ Gen. 1 : 7,  which means to prepare out of 
existing material, a word which is used to describe the work of 
most of the days of creation:  

 
ÒGod madeÓ  
 
Genesis 1:7, 16, 25, 26 and 31.  
 
ÒGod formedÓ 
 
And the third word  is yatsar  which means to fashion out of 
preexisting material. This is used in Genesis 2:7.  
 
 
Our fourth subject for consideration is what exactly happened at  
creation?  
 
 
Here we come up against a theological discussion around something 
called the Gap Theory. Some say it is a problem of the 
relationship between the first two verses of Genesis 1.  
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Genesis 1:1-2   
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.   
 
(2)  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 

 
 
Some people read this verse and they say there is a gap between the 
two verses, a change in language that describes a change in 
activities. 
 
 
This is called the gap theory. 
 
Some Gap Theories inferred chronological gap between Genesis 1:1 
and 1:2 proposed by a small minority of Bible scholars in an effort to 
reconcile the Bible with popular ÒOld EarthÓ interpretations of 
geological evidence. 
 
Some other Gap Theoriests believe that SatanÕs fall, described in 
Ezekiel 28:13-17, Isaiah 14:12, and Luke 10:18, took place during 
this ambiguous gap. These scholars believe that SatanÕs fall may 
have caused such devastation upon the planet that restoration was 
necessary in order that God could continue His work on Earth. 
 
The Gap Theory was first proposed in 1814 by a Scottish minister 
named Chaulmers. It was during this period that scientists were 
beginning to teach that the earth was billions of years in age.  
 
As a response to the scientific community, Chaulmers theorized a 
"gap" in time between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. His motive was 
probably well intentioned, but there is no scriptural reason to infer or 
imply that such a gap ever existed. 
Now I will spend no more time on this but we will be talking about it 
on Sunday. 
 
SoÉ , still under our heading of what exactly happened, we 
must look, of course, at the details in the biblical account of the days 
of creation.  
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On the first day , light was created; the light and darkness 
were separated and so day and night were constituted. Light would 
seem to mean luminous ether, or electricity - the sun is the light-
bearer not light. The sun is created later on 
 
On the second day  there was also a separation.  
 
The firmament was established by dividing the waters above and the 
waters below. The word 'above' refers to the clouds, while the 
'firmament' means an expanse. 
 
On the third day , there was a separation of sea and dry land, 
and the vegetable kingdom of plants and trees came into being.  
 
There are two points to be observed here.  
 
The first is that God did this and the second is that 'after his kind' in 
verse 12 means that the species are separate and do not evolve out 
of each other. 
 
The fourth day  saw the creation of the sun, moon and stars as light-
 bearers.  
 
Their function is to divide day and night; to act as signs of the change 
of weather, of future important events, and coming judgment; to affect 
the change of seasons and the succession of days and years: and to 
serve as lights. 
 
The fifth day  saw the creation of birds and fishes. Notice again, 
in verse 21, the words 'after their kind. Once more, this is an 
indication of different species. 
 
On the sixth day , first, the animals were created. Notice also the 
use of the words, 'God made' and again, 'after his kind', and 'after 
their kind' in verse 25.  
 
Then, second, in verse 26 we read of the creation of man and this is 
special. 
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God stops after the creation of the plants and animals, as a breath 
and saysÓ Now lets create manÓ 
 
Well that is my reading of the scripture. 
 
And finally we are told that on the seventh day God rested  and 
contemplated His work: He looked at creation as an artist does, and 
was satisfied with it. 
 
So now we come to the next issue often faced by peop le when 
dealing with the area of Creation Ð what does the word day 
mean?  
 
There are two main views.  
 

�  The first is that it means a twenty-four hour day and  
�  the second is that it means an extended period of time. 

 
And there are good and great Christians that hold both of these 
points of views. 
 
In favor of the second view  is the fact that in the Bible, the word 
translated in Genesis 1 as 'day' does not always mean the twenty-
four hour day. In verses 5, 16, and 18 of Genesis 1 it refers to the 
daylight hours, while in verses 5, 8 and 13 it means light and 
darkness, and in Genesis 2:4 it means the six days of creation. 
 
Then in other passages in the Bible the same word means an 
indefinite period of time, as in 'the day of trouble' (Jer. 51:2), or 
'the day of the Lord' (Isa. 13:6; Joel 3:14),  
 
Now in 2 Peter 3:8 we read, 'One day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.'  
 
This last reference, however, is not relevant and often misquoted 
because  Peter's purpose is to show the differences between eternity 
and time. The context is judgment, not creation. 
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On the other hand,  in favor of the twenty-four hour day is, first of all, 
the fact that this is the primary meaning of the Hebrew word.  
 
Second, there is the importance of the phrase 'evening and 
morning' throughout Genesis 1.  
 
If you take a day to mean an extended period, then how do you 
explain this evening and morning?  
 
If you take the point of view which says that in the creation of the 
world God had taken millions of years to do something that is 
described here as having been done in a day, and then there 
followed an evening in which there was darkness and nothing 
apparently happening and then another extended period and so on, 
then how do you account for these extended evenings as well as 
mornings?  
 
What was happening during these millions of years of evenings?  
 
Furthermore, you have to answer the seemingly impossible question:  
 

How could life - vegetable and animal life - exist at all during 
this extended period of millions of years of darkness and 
absence of light? 

 
Not only that, it seems perfectly clear that the last three days in the 
account in this first chapter of Genesis were determined by the sun 
and therefore were twenty- four-hour days.  
 
From the moment that the sun comes into being and determines the 
difference between day and night, surely all must agree that 24 hours 
is 24 hours  
 
So if the other theory is right, then we are asked to believe that the 
first three days mean an extended period, but the last three days 
mean only twenty-four hours, and obviously there is nothing in the 
account itself to suggest that the word has a different meaning.  
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I can not find any evidence that there is a change in meaning 
between these two words in the same chapter describing the same 
events. 
 
But it seems to me that the most important argument of all is what we 
are told about God resting on the seventh day and beholding 
with satisfaction the work that He had done.  
 
So He didnÕt rest for millions of years, because then how would that 
affect our reading of Exodus 20? 
 

Exodus 20:8 
 (8)  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 
 
 

 If we are commanded to keep the same rest that God had, would 
that make it a little weird to sit around and wait for a million years 
before we did anything? 
 
The Sabbath which they were told to observe was not to be an 
extended period, it was to be a day of twenty-four hours and the 
reason given is that after God had made the world in six days, He 
rested upon the seventh.  
It does not say that He rested for an extended period of millions of 
years. 
 
I cannot see how we are entitled to interpret this term 'day' in any 
other sense than by saying that it means twenty-four hours.  
 
 
So enough with that oneÉ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
So what about all this Scientific proof for evolution?  
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Starting Sunday Ð Jacob Holt will be doing a 3 week Sunday School 
class at 4pm before pray covering the topic of far more extensively, 
video footage, power point slides Ð all the whizbang stuff. 
 
Now certain things can be said without any fear of contradiction and 
here is the first: this problem, the dispute between science and the 
Bible, is one which is greatly exaggerated.  
 
The trouble, generally, is due to the fact that, on the one hand, what 
poses as science is not science but merely opinion and supposition 
and, on the other hand, what is regarded as biblical is very often not 
the biblical teaching.  
 
So if you have a false conception of the Bible and science, then 
obviously you will very easily manufacture a great dispute between 
the two.  
 
The trouble is due very largely to the fact that people will persist in 
quoting errors as facts and suppositions as truth.  
 
 
I can honestly say that I am not aware of any real contradiction 
between the teaching of the Bible and true, established scientific 
facts. 
 
Now this is important, because what we do not want to do is what our 
Scottish friend did concerning the Gap Theory and race off and make 
something up that is going to give us more grief down the way. 
 
The bible is accurate historically in terms of its scientific view  
 
My first thought is that  - I am astounded at the accuracy that the 
bible does depict facts that science has later proved. 
 
For example in Egyptian and Babylonian literature of the origin of 
life and of the world and of man, they had myths and superstitions, 
exaggerations  -  There is nothing like that in the Scripture.  
 
If you put the Bible over against literature which is more or less of the 
same date, the difference is immediately evident. 



The Creation of the World   - Page 14 of 17- 

even in the time of the book of Job it was known that the earth is a 
globe.  
 
The Bible never says that the earth is flat.  
 

Job 26:7 
 (7) He stretches out the north over the void and hangs the 
earth on nothing. 

 
Job describes the earth hanging in space like a globe. 
 
The book of Job is considered by some to be the oldest book in the 
world, stemming from remote antiquity, we must ask the question: 
How was a thing like that known?  
Who would ever have thought it out or imagined it?  
 
Job is the oldest book in the bible, some say in the world 
 
It is clearly something that was revealed by God Himself.  
It is up to date. It is modern science, if you like.  
 
Then another thing which has been pointed out quite often is that the 
very order of creation which is given in the first chapter of Genesis is 
identical with the order that the modern scientist gives us - I mean the 
modern scientist who is not a Christian and who rejects the Bible.   
 
They basically say in order to sustain life on this plaent then it must 
start withÉ.  
 

�  A big Bang 
�  Land forming 
�  Night and day 
�  Vegetation 
�  Then Animals 
�  Then man 

 
Scientists says that they believe it would happen the way the Word 
has always said that it would. What the Word has given us in the 
order of creation 
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Blood groups and DNA  
 
The whole of mankind can be divided into these four blood groups, 
and that all of those blood groups can be derived from just two 
people.  
 
The whole question of DNA now seems to point clearly to a creator, 
to intelligent design 
 
YOU WILL FIND AN ARTICLE ON THE BLOG SITE ABOUT THAT 
 
Some have put  forward the theory that Genesis does not claim 
to be  a scientific treatise, but is just allegory or poetry, that the 
Bible does  not pretend to be scientifically accurate but is a 
typical, poetical,  allegorical way of describing creation.  
 
 
To this the answer is, of course, that there is not a trace of poetry in 
these early chapters of Genesis.  
 
The form is not poetical at all.  
It claims to be history.  
It claims to be giving facts, and the history that follows immediately 
and directly out of it is certainly true history and not allegory. 
 
the moment you say that Genesis 1 is a myth, you are in difficulties 
about the Person and the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, because 
He referred to the creation of man and woman.  
He talks of Noah and the flood. 
 
You question creation 
You question morals 
You question God 
You question the virgin birth 
You question the resurrection 
 
Jesus based His whole argument upon the fact that this is literal 
history.  
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Now this brings me to suggest a word or two about the vexed 
question of evolution.  
 
 
Now when you come to this question of evolution, you must start with 
a definition.  
 
Evolution as it is commonly and popularly under-stood means this: 
life is something that generates itself; it is a force and a power in and 
of itself and it produces one type out of a previous type; we start with 
something utterly simple and undifferentiated and from that 
something more involved and complex evolves and that in turn 
evolves into something still more complex and on and on you go up 
and up the scale from one point to another. 
 
There are many groups of people who believe in evolution, and 
the commonest and the largest group of all comprises atheists who 
exclude God altogether - the so-called atheistic evolution.   
 
But there is also a  theory sometimes called deistic evolution.  
 
Proponents of this view say, 'Yes, we believe in God and we believe 
that God created matter at the beginning, but having created matter 
He did no more about it. He put the power into matter and matter has 
done the rest itself.  
 
God, as it were, wound up the watch and having done so He put it 
down and it has gone on by itself. All the great changes leading up to 
man, they say, have happened, as it were, automatically out of this 
power. 
 
And there is a third group w ho hold the view, which is called 
theistic -evolution.  
 
Now these are the people who are Christians - they are  
believers in God, and at the same time they believe in evolution.  
 



The Creation of the World   - Page 17 of 17- 

They say that the development of these different types and species 
has gone on, but God has been guiding it and has intervened 
frequently in the process.  
 
So they are different from the deists - they are theists and they 
emphasize the activity of God. 
 
Now I do not want to stay with this, I would simply like to make these 
comments. The first thing we always have to remember is that 
evolution is only a theory.  
 
Nobody can prove it.  
 
Indeed, there are many different theories which do not agree with one 
another. 
 
The next time anyone comes to you and begins to dangle this word 
'evolution', just stop and put this question: 'Which particular brand or 
theory of evolution do you believe?'  
 
Furthermore, none of the theories really explains the origin of 
everything.  
 
Scientists talk about a great planet that began to cool - but where did 
the planet come from?  
 
They talk about this primitive slime, this protoplasm, but where did 
that come from?  
 
Where did the gases come from that have cooled 
 
There is no explanation of ultimate origin 
 
So there you have it 
 
Jacob will take more time before pray meeting Sunday 
 
Next week we have our Life as Leaders meeting 
 


