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What is a Christian Part 3
Dr, John A. King

Two weeks ago we started looking at the whole issue of what is a
true Christian.

The scripture we started with was

1 Corinthians 14:8
8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready
for battle?

My reflection to you wasEwith all the sounds, all the noise on the
world and in the Christian circles how can we possibly be ready for
the battle if we cannot hear the trumpet over the noise?

We talked about what it truly meant to be born again, we talked about
the signs of a true conversion. We talked of the signs of a false
conversion

Last week we looked at the whole topic of what is a false prophet. We

talked at the state of the church being blown to and fro from the wind
of doctrine.
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We looked at the 7 signs or fruits of a false prophet and discussed
how we need to be careful today because the sound is unclear,
because the noise is so great.

All of this we have looked at to lay a foundation for what | want to
discuss over the next couple of weeks with you.

As you open up your bible to Matt 4 and | would like to ask you this
guestionE.

Are you a follower of Jesus or a member of the multitude?

Let us pray

Probably the most often used passage of scripture that is quoted
when looking at the whole issue of the making of a disciple of Christ
is the one that we shall also use of the coming weeks

Matthew 4:18-25

18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea, for they were fishermen.

19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you
fishers of men.”

20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.
22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed
him.

23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
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healing every disease and every affliction among the people.
24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought
him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains,
those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he
healed them.

25 And great crowds (multitudes NKJV) followed him from
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and
from beyond the Jordan.
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Now when | look at this phrase in scripture

19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you
fishers of men.”

| see 3 elements:

] The practice or the call of discipleship; OFollow meO
] The process of discipleship: Ol will make youO
] The plan and purpose of discipleship: OFishers of menO

And | really want to spent my time discussing these elements with
you.

But | got to thinkingEwhere did this group of men come from?

You see often when we think in terms disciple we think of a special
group of men that were chosen by Christ to follow Him.

Maybe we think of these men as giants in our faith.
Giants who stand alone.

But where did these giants come from?

Were they special?

Did they spend years in preparation for the task of becoming
disciples, years of training, years of Bible school?

No friendEdisciples always started as one of the crowd and their
decisions were the things that ultimately set them apart.

These were just 12 ordinary men who where given an extraordinary
opportunity.

12 common men with an uncommon calling.

Not one of these men had a track record in scholarship or degrees in
theology
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They were a group of men from diverse religious and political
persuasions.

They all had their faults; they all had their character flaws.

Yet all twelve where selected by Christ according to His plan and His
purpose.

Ephesians 1:11

11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will,

These twelve men, whose background lay in very ordinary, very
common trades.

None of the men that Jesus chose came from the religious
establishment. The choosing of the twelve was a judgment against
the institutional religion of the day. There was a reason that there
were no great philosophers, no brilliant writers, and no eminent
teachers chosen.

God chooses whom He shall choose in order that he might receive all
the glory.

He chose weak, fragile, faulty men so that no one could attribute their
future success to human wisdom of strategy.

The Multitude
In the gospels alone the term multitude is mentioned 106 times.
Great crowds of people followed Christ everywhere.

Crowds of people with different desires wishes, longings, dreams,
and needs.
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Amongst these crowds of people there are some easily identifiable
groups - the needy, the religious, the multitude and the followers of
Jesus.

The needy were those who always wanted something.

The religious were those who were always after something, an
argument, a debate.

The crowds were those that were always surrounding Him
The disciples were those who were chosen to follow Him.

Jesus chose His followers out of the multitude.

A disciple always starts as a member of the multitude, often as one
with a need, with faults, failings, and failures.

These men started as members of the multitude and they BECAME
great spiritual leaders and great teachers under the power and
anointing of the Holy Ghost

| want you to think about this for a moment; when Jesus selected the
twelve, he was faced with the reality that His death was approaching.
The crucifixion was about 18 months ways.

It was time for Him to choose those men from among the multitude to
become his disciples, those men who would responsible for
establishing the church on the earth.

The focus of Jesus ministry was about to turn from the multitude to
the followers, from the many to the Apostles.

But it started with the multitude

God chooses the humble, the lowly, the meek, and the weak so that
there is never any question about the source of power when their
lives change and when the fruit of their lives reach out and touch the
world.

Have you ever read one of those biographies where a perfect person
leads a perfect life and does perfect things?
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Or you read one of those sales books by super positive, ever smiling,
perfect teeth people who never have a bad dayE

That book is not the Bible.

The Bible is a book about a perfect God in love with imperfect men
who uses us for His glory.

The Bible is a tell it all book; the first reality show.
Before we can look at the disciples we have to start at the multitude.
Why?

Because most of us battle what | would call a multitude mentality.
Before He chose the disciples, He saw them.

Matt 4:18

18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea, for they were fishermen.

Jesus was taking a walk on the beach, not for exercise or to enjoy the
scenery.

He had a purpose and a plan. He knew exactly what He was doing.
He was in the right place at the right time.

He was there purposefully to choose for himself men that he could
teach and train.

Before he chose he saw.

Without doubt there were more than just two boats in the water.

Yet he chose these 2 sets of brothers and not anyone else, why?
Why did he choose Abram? Why did he choose the nation of Israel?
Why did he choose the prophets?

Because he is Sovereign, Supreme, and the Absolute God.
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Think about this for a momentE the eternal all -powerful God
stopped, observed, and made a conscious decision that He wanted
these men.

He wanted to teach them, train them, and reveal himself to them that
they, in turn, would have them do the same for others.

However, in order to be chosen, you have to start as a member of the
multitude.

So before we can have a look at the practice, process, plan, and
purpose of those that are called to follow Christ, we must deal with
the multitude mentality in all of us.

Just before we do that, please reflect on this.
They all denied Him.
When it came down to it.

Their first test as Apostles.
Their first opportunity to bear fruit of years of input, when Christ was
facing persecution, rejection, and death.

None of them qualified

None of them passed

Their years of training failed them and they reverted to a multitude
mentality. Peter went back to fishing.

Why do | say that?

Because some of you sit here today, or are watching over the Internet
and you feel like your failures, your past, your mistakes have
disqualified you from service and have disqualified you from being
used by God.

But that is not the case.

Being in the multitude is the starting point, but it does not have to be
the end point for you
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So who are the multitude?

Matthew 4:23-25

23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction among the people.
24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought
him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains,
those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he
healed them.

25 And great crowds (multitudes NKJV) followed him from
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and
from beyond the Jordan.

Generally this group lives their life from one crisis to another.

They are always looking to have their needs met as opposed to
serving others.

They complain when they donOt get what they want.
They persecute when they are confronted.
They leave when they donOt like what they hear.

They were neither despised nor rejected by Jesus.
Their real penalty though was they never really were able to draw
close and know Jesus intimately.

Jesus ministered to, had compassion on, and met the needs of these
people. He went as far as to command his disciples to do the same
with the same.

A major part of his ministry was to this group of people.

Jesus was always patient with these and he never expected nor

demanded anything from them.

He loved these and expected His disciples to love them as well.
Augustine said

"Few are they who by faith touch Him; multitudes are they who
throng about Him
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10 Things Concerning a Multitude mentality

1. Jesus taught them but they didn’t learn

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he
was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and

taught them, saying, Matt 5:1-2

If you came to me and said Do you have a piece of bread and a
couple of fish?

And | did
And you feed 5000 men and their families
| would hound you till I knew who to do that

If you came to me and healed my child, I would follow you until |
could do that

| dondt want a ticket to the buffet; | want to do the buffet

| donOt want to attend a healing meeting; | want to be the healing
meeting

| always marvel at people who are in search of the next big
revelation.

When | look at their life, they have done nothing with the last one.

A multitude mentality settles to being a hearer of the word and not a
doer.
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2. A multitude mentality is one that acknowledges God, but does
not follow God

But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glorified God,
which had given such power unto men. Matt 9:8

Friend you can hear the gospel, know the gospel, believe the gospel,
but still not live the gospel

3. Christ loved them, but they wouldn’t let him lead them D

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Matt 9:36

You have to follow the Shepherd to be a sheep.

We treat Christianity as if it has no performance criteria B and that is
just not the case.

Follow me and | will...

If you love me you will keep my commandments

We have a generation who have been taught that they can be partial
in their obedience to God in the hope that he will be partial in His
judgment

You will never come out from among them if you are not prepared to
come out from among them
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4. A multitude mentality is a meeting mentality

Matt 14:22

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.

A multitude mentality is one where your encounter with Christ is from
one meeting to the next.

The disciples where sent on a mission, the multitude turn up at the
next meting, or maybe they didnt

The multitude are motivated by the meeting, the disciples by the
mission

Are you attending church or building the church?
Are you worshipping or singing songs?

Are you studying the word or looking for sermons?
What is it?

Did you do the last thing He asked of you?
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5. A multitude mentality is a needy mentality —

Matt 15:30

And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that
were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them
down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them

At some point in time, you have to graduate from being the focus of
your own pray life and your own altar call.

Now that point will be different for different people, but you have to
work toward that.

The best way to get you eyes off your own problems is to get them
onto the life and need of someone else.

Does that mean you live in denial? Not at all, but you get your head
out of your navel.

Most of us suffer from time to time from lint gazing and not God
gazing

We get overwhelmed by the lint in our own belly button, not the
wonder of what God is doing around us.

Jesus is raising the dead, making blind eyes see, walking on water,
and the multitude is concerned about a sandwich

Friend, | have been hungry and chased God.

If you can be dismissed from His presence, youOre not following Hi.
If you have to be force to read your Bible, you have a multitude
mentality

Are you a follower of Jesus or a member of the multitude.doc Page 13 of 14



6. A multitude mentality is one that takes and does not give

Matt 14:23

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a
mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was
there alone.

Jesus longed to be with His disciples, but had to escape from the
crowd.

Friend we all have times of need in our life, but that is different from
being a needy person.

You canOt give a needy person enough

You canOt fed a needy person enough

You canOt talk to a needy person enough

7. The multitude mentality is easily swayed
Matthew 26:55
55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out
as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day
after day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me.
The multitude is swayed by the fad that is out there
By the latest thing that comes along
By the new conference, that big name
The fad. The multitude is fickle
We mentioned this last week:
Ephesians 4:14
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
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