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What is a true Christian?

1 Corinthians 14:8

8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready
for battle?

Introduction

We live in a day and an age when there are many voices.
Where there are many indistinct sounds.

Indistinct : unclear, vague, imprecise, blurry, hazy sounds.

Jesus makes this very interesting statement in

John 10:1-5

10:1 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is
a thief and a robber.

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
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4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them,
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.

5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice of strangers.”

Now, in this passage, there are a couple of very clear elements at
play

1) there is a thief and there is a Shepherd
2) there is a backdoor and a front gate.
3) there is a gate keeper

4) there is the element of the voices’

5) there are the sheep

The Shepherd is the one who wants to care for sheep, the thief is the
one who wants to harm the sheep.

The Shepherd comes directly to the sheep, is open, honest and true.

The thief comes in the backdoor, sneaks in, obtains access through
an indirect means

Both of them have a voice, both of them know how to communicate to
the sheep in some form

The gatekeeper’s job is to only allow the Shepherd in.

The gatekeepers job that he is not to be the Shepherd, but he knows
the Shepherd and gives the Shepherd full access to the sheep, he is
the guard of the sheep.

Often the word Shepherd is used to speak of a pastor — but no in this
illustration.

In this illustration the Shepherd is very clearly painted as our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The role of gatekeeper is one that | have found myself playing
increasingly over the recent years
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Christians today can find books and websites to clearly justify
anything that they want to believe.

They can turn on Christian Television and find very prominent, very
successful ministers who are living lifestyles and engaged in activities
that are clearly not Christian, and yet they seem to do so without
consequence.

Any lifestyle choice that a person wants to live now days — they can
find a preacher and a church to support it.

Any theology they want to follow, they can find a book to show them
how.

The love of money and the fear of man have reduced the role of the
gatekeeper to that of a greeter at Wal-Mart.

He stands out the front of the church watching and waving to the
small children and asking the parents if he can help them find
something they want.

Not something they need — but something they want.
The modern gatekeeper doesn’t want to offend anyone or say
anything to upset them.

The problem with this is that thieves run in and out of the sheep pen
all night long calling with a voice of imitation and leading sheep
astray.

You see, all of a village’s sheep used to be kept in a pen, and a
Shepherd would come in the morning and call his sheep out of the
pen and lead them into the pasture.

A good thief could come along and imitate the voice of a Shepherd in
such a way that the sheep would not be able to tell the difference and
would follow the thief out willingly.

A bad thief would manhandle a sheep one at a time — but he would
not get very far.

What is a true Christian.doc Page 3 of 15



A good thief would call to a flock and lead them all out while a
sleeping gatekeeper or a gatekeeper who couldn’t care or who was
corrupt stood by and did nothing.

And with a deceptive call, with a single whistle, a herd of sheep would
be lost

Born Again?

There is a passage of scripture that | would like to read in John 3

John 3:3-8

3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus
said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that | said to you,

‘You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

It is very clear from this passage of scripture that Jesus says that
someone who enters the kingdom of heaven must be born again.

This is obviously very important to Christ.

It is something that is vital and crucial to the church and believers to
come.

This being born again is something that must be common to all of
those that call themselves Christians.

But is it?

| agree that being born again is absolutely vital to being a Christian.
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You cannot be a Christian without being born again

But the concern | have is that there are people who call themselves
Christians, who say they are born again by the spirit of God and yet
they don’t all seem to believe the same thing.

They seem to me to believe different things, to hear and follow
different voices.

For example in a series of survey conducted by a gentleman called
George Barna we find the following inconsistencies.

1 Half of born again Christians agree that Satan is "not a living
being but is a symbol of evil."

1 37% of born again Christians believe that if a person is good
enough they can earn a place in Heaven.

1 26% of born again Christian agree that "while he lived on earth,
Jesus committed sins, like other people

1 Half of all adults (51%) believe that if a person is generally
good, or does enough good things for others during their life,
they will earn a place in Heaven.

My concern when | read statistics like that is that obviously these
people have been lulled into a false sense of eternal security.

These people are obviously not hearing the same voice that | am
hearing.

1 | read my bible and it clearly tells me that Satan is roaming
about like a roaring lion seeking whom he shall devour.

1 My bible clearly tells me that | am saved by faith, not by works
least any man should boast.

1 My bible clearly tells me that Jesus was without sin

These people cannot have had a true salvation experience, they can
not possibly be born again.

Yet in all of the survey questions they clearly and empathically say
that they are.

What is a true Christian.doc Page 5 of 15



So with all the white noise coming from the world and the church you
have to stop and ask your self what is a True Christian? What are the
signs of being a true Christian? What does it truly mean to be saved
What does it mean to be truly converted?

False Salvation

First of all — lets look at the negative...is there such a thing as a false
salvation?

Yes there is.

It is a salvation of works, a salvation of behavior modification.
The cults all have a power to offer a false conversion.

You can change your lifestyle through Buddhism.

Through Scientology

Through a 12 step program.

The New Age gurus will help you enhance your life.
Don’t say that they cannot — because we know it is true.

We all know people whose life was turned around by such and such a
book, who went away for a weekend and came home a different
person.

But just because they are a different person, does not mean they are
a Christian person.

What do you believe that polite a righteous behavior is the domain of
the Christian? Hardly.

| know some people who are definitely Christians and definitely pains
in the neck.

And | know some people who are definitely NOT Christians and
definitely great people to be around
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Paul alludes to this in Romans, he says

Romans 5:6-8

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

He is saying that some of us would die for a good man.

There are good people who are not Christians.
There are good people who have never been converted.
There are good people who have never been Born Again.

You can attend a church that does not preach Christ, does not call
people to repentance, and become a better person in the eyes of the
world

But remember, friend, that faith in Christ is not based upon behavior
modification.

Does not the behavior of a Christian change? Yes
But behavior modification to a Christian is the fruit of faith in Christ, it
is a by-product, not the means

The very essence of being a true Christian is something greater,
something deeper.

Cults get in because we don’t understand what God is trying to do.
He is not talking about simply changing our lifestyle, but making

fundamental changes in every aspect of who we are.

1) sprinkled water does not make you born again.

2) attending church does not make you born again

3) being born in America does not make you born again
4) tithing does not make you born again
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) being part of a ministry does not make you born again

) being a pastor does not make you born again

) changing your behavior, does not make you born again

) attending a 12 step program does not make you born again
) making lots of money, does not make you born again

0) botox does not make you born again

5
6
7
8
9
1
So what is this thing ca lled being Born Again?

There are many similarities between our natural birth and our spiritual
birth.

Things that we see in one that can help us understand the other

Well first of all it is a mystery.
Birth is mystery

| know we know the mechanics of it.
We know the biology behind it.

But to me it is still a wonder and a mystery

To know that a life is forming, that little hands are growing, little legs
that will one day run, a heart that is beating. It is all a mystery, the
wonder of life.

So it is with being born again.

It is not something that you can qualify or rationalize; it is something
that takes place.

That we are Born Again, we know is true; how it happens, we don't
know the process.

How God opens the mind. How He imparts new desires, how He
brings to life things that were once dead.
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Things that we never thought possible are now things we just know to
be true.

Things that we once could not comprehend just seem so logical.

Things that bound us up, fears, addictions, concerns, not longer have
a hold over us.

When God gets a hold of a woman or a man it is an amazing things.
They could have struggled for years with something now, the next
day, they just do not!! The desire is gone; the appetite is gone. Even
if they were to attempt it, it would make them sick to their stomach.
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but

you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Secondly, there is a life created

When a child is born, they are a new creature.

Unique

There has never been anyone like them on the planet before.
So it is with the Born Again Believer

They are a new Creation

The old has passed away, the new has come.

You are not the copy of any other Christian.

You are not trying to fit the mould of your grand parents or parents —
you are new.

Unique

With a life and adventure ahead of you

As birth is the manifestation of a creative act, so is regeneration.

It is a totally new thing.
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The old has gone; the new has come.

If you are living under shame and guilt of the past then | ask you,
friend, examine your heart and ask yourself are you truly born again?
Your past life is no longer a cause of Shame but of celebration.

Not something to be hidden, but a testimony to be shared.

If God can and has done it for you....He can do it for them

You ARE NO LONGER that person — you are a new creation in Christ
Jesus.

The old has gone; the new has come.

Thirdly , there is a family resemblance.

Every child has parents.

Every child has a beginning.

Every plant has a seed that it comes from.

You might have a packet mark tomato plants, but if you plant it and it
comes up corn — you know very well that there was something wrong

with the packet, because the seed has been true to it's nature.

We did not give birth to ourselves. We have links between child and
parent all the way back to Adam and Eve.

So it is when we are born again.
We are now partakers in a divine nature.
There is just something different about who we are.

As truly as a father lives in a child, so does our heavenly father now
live in us?
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You will love what your heavenly father loves.

You will value what he sees as important

You will desire to please Him and Him alone

And as time goes on, as life progress, people will look and without
you saying a word they will know that you are a son of God, a
daughter of God because of the family resemblance.

It is not something that you will have to say, or be scared of saying
It will be someone that you will rejoice to be.

It will not be something that you will have to work out, it will be
something that you will grow into.

There are eight things | believe that are signs of true conversion.

They are eight things that we could say are family resemblances.

They are things that are imparted by the spirit of God in a
supernatural way.

They are checkpoints against which we can watch and measure our

life.

1. When the Word of God converts a man, it takes away
from him his despair, but it does not take from him his
repentance.

You should never graduate from a repentant heart.

Never think that the altar is the place for a new Christian; that an altar
call is for someone else to respond to.

Friend, the older you are in Christ the more familiar you should be
with the Altar

It should be the place you seek
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The place you love
The place you run to and not from.

You see, the Altar is the place where self is put to one side and sin is
confessed.

Where weakness leaves the body and strength renews the body.

If you have no passion to confess your sin, then you have no
sensitivity to God and love for Christ.

Now, at times, your Altar may be here at church during worship, after
service, during service.

Sometimes your altar will be your bedroom, your backyard, your
steering wheel, wherever conviction strikes, whenever the Spirit
speaks, yield to him.

2. True conversion gives a man pardon, but does not make
him presumptuous.

Christ went about doing the Father’'s business, not talking about the
father's business, not boasting about the Father’s business. Not
telling everyone how he was the Son of God and they were all losers.
Your salvation is cause for humility, not spiritual pride.

So you are Born Again. You have an assurance of your salvation.
Not the attendance at a Crusade.

Not a certificate in your bible.

Not a date in your calendar, but an assurance of your salvation

Then this is cause for pause, not pride.

3. True conversion gives a man perfect rest, but it does not
stop his progress.

You are no longer struggling to find acceptance with God.
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You are no longer struggling to find your place in the world

But, friend, that does not mean the fight is over, but, in fact, that the
fight has just begun.

Money is no longer your God
Does this mean you stop making it?

No, it means you pray to make more.

Why? Because now it has a kingdom purpose.
Does that mean you stop going into politics?
No. it means you pursue it with passion.

Why? Because now it has a kingdom purpose.

If you have been truly Born Again you will not withdraw from the

world, but you will have a fire and a determination to step out and
take dominion in the world.

4. True conversion gives a man security, but it does not
allow him to leave of being watchful.

You can never stop being vigilant to the ways of the world or the
attacks of the enemy.

In fact, you should be more watchful because you don’t want to allow

yourself to slip and bring shame on the cause and the name of Christ

5. True conversion gives a harmony to all the duties of
Christian life; ... it balances all duties , emotions, hopes and
enjoyments.
It gives you a sense of center around which your world turns.

It gives you a sense of belonging and security in an insecure world.

It gives you a sense of balance and place when everyone else seems
scattered and shattered.
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It brings peace when all you have ever known is turmoil.
You do not rationalize your sin

You get rid of your sin because you know that it is throwing your life
into turmoil

Your emotions into confusion

And you are out of balance and out of sync with the inner voice of
God.

Friend, you cannot shut the mouth of conviction — you can only try
and drown it out.
6. True conversion brings a man to live for God. He does
everything for the glory of God, - whether he eats, or
drinks, or whatsoever he does.

If you have been truly born again then everything you do takes on
new meaning. God is no longer a part of your life He is the focus of
your life.

7. True conversion makes a man live before  God... He desires
to live as in God's sight at all times, and he  is glad to be
there...

When Adam was in fellowship with God
he loved God’s company

he hungered for God’s company

he desired God’s company and

he longed for all the things of God.

The man or woman who is not right with God has no desire for the
things of God doesn’t want to be around the people of God; runs from
the house of God; does not connect with others who know their God
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Next week we shall start to look at
3 Perspectives of Discipleship
1.) The practice_of discipleship

2.) The process_of discipleship
3.) The plan/purpose  of discipleship
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